Chief Financial Offier – role in Corporate Social Responsibility

The public sector in Wales has chosen to implement aspects of corporate social sustainability through the principles of the “Three Pillars”/Three Spheres.  These are defined as:-
1.	Economic
2.	Environmental
3.	Social

[image: http://www.sustainability-ed.org.uk/assets/pillars.gif]

Definition:
The role of the Chief Financial officer is to ensure that financial resources are made available through the budget setting process to target specific areas of the responsibility in line with corporate objectives.
Information published to stakeholders groups (including external and internal stakeholders) will be made available by the Chief Financial Officer in terms of the value derived from implementing corporate social responsible objectives.
These objectives are now
Examples in the Fire Service are:-
Social	
Aspects of Community Safety work in respect of Home Fire Safety target vulnerable groups in the community.  These included individuals with a history of drug abuse, alcohol abuse and mental health where the risk of fire in the home is at its highest.
Previous groups have included homes with multi occupancy and old age pensioners.
Home fire safety equipment is provided free of charge by the Fire Service and fitted in the home through a visit for an assessment and then a subsequent visit for fitting the equipment.  This provides some reassurance to the individual and the service that the dwelling will be a less vulnerable environment in terms of fire risk, and therefore requiring attendance of the fire service at a later date in the event of a fire at that address. 
Social can also covers aspects of employment such as the behaviour of employees towards one another, and also the interaction of the management and their workers.

Environmental
One of the key areas to address in terms of environment for the fire service is the monitoring and continuous improvement of the fleet in terms of the amount of co2 emissions being released into the atmosphere as a result of major items of heavy plant and vehicles being on the highway tackling road traffic accidents, or attending fire calls.
This aspect will also be covered by the monitoring and improvement of buildings in terms of the fuel and electricity usage from numerous buildings being occupied for a large part of the working day to minimise the amount of pollution being released.

Economic:
As part of the Performance Indicator reporting system, the Welsh Government in Wales now requires all public sector organisations to pay small and medium size companies for the supply of goods and services on a 10 day turnaround from receipt of invoice.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This process is to assist small companies to trade with large public sector organisations, helping the smaller companies to grow, manage their cash flow in terms of being paid sooner and reduces the need to chase debts from large public sector organisations.
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