
Nyall Berry
265 Auckland Drive
Birmingham B36 0QB

1 Stratford Road
Birmingham B94 6QT
Subject: Critical Need for Enhanced Residential Care Provision in Solihull Under the Care Act 2014
Dear Councillor Oliver Farr
I am writing to you today to discuss a serious issue related to the delivery of residential care facilities in the Solihull area. As I am a resident and representative of Solihull, I have seen firsthand how the lack of suitable residential care facilities is starting to affect the safety and happiness of the most fragile members of our area. If we look at the system which is established by the care act 2014, I would say that it is important that we take certain steps to solve this problem.
The first part of the care act emphasises on the importance of encouraging self-well-being which entails mental and physical health. It is very important to meet these requirements especially for the older generation and those who suffer with disabilities who will both require much more needs. 
From what I can see and from researching the area, Solihull is in need of more residential care facilities. Due to there being a shortage in these facilities this results in long waiting lists which results in even more stress on the individual and their family. Another point is that since residents can’t get into a care home in the local area it forces them to stay at facilities much further than they would have liked which can course separation from loved ones and breaking down their support system. This can have a serious impact on their mental health and general wellbeing.	
The care Act of 2014 states that local authorities must conduct thorough needs assessments to work out the correct level of care that is required for each resident in the facility. The lack of available facilities undermines the acts goals even if residential care is the best option. In the absence of appropriate residential care options, individuals may have to depend on a lack of or unsuitable support, potentially leading to poorer health outcomes and having to look for more expensive options putting residents in even more unnecessary stress.
Additionally, the healthcare system as a whole is also impacted by the shortage of residential care. A person is much more likely to have an avoidable accident without the help of care facilities and then must spend time in a hospital and take up a bed. In addition to placing further burden on the NHS which is already struggling to a concerning degree this will decrease the level of treatment that patients will receive.
Investing in residential care boosts our community's health, well-being, and social bonds, going beyond just meeting our legal obligations under the care Act of 2014. By expanding the number of residential care facilities, we can ensure that the most fragile and in need residents receive the support they need to live with safety and happiness in mind.
I hope that you will give this concern a top priority and work with the right parties to create a comprehensive plan in resolving the shortage of care facilities in the area. Some more examples could be more healthcare providers and non-profits. The main goal should be to commission new residential care facilities, upgrade and expand current ones.
Thank you for your attention to this important matter. I look forward to discussing this further with you and working together to ensure that all residents of Solihull have access to the care and support they are in desperate need of.
Yours sincerely 
Nyall Berry
