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Guidance: You might consider the following elements:

· Argument: does it have one/ is it backed by sufficient evidence/ how lucid is it?
· Structure: how clear is it / is my essay easy to follow/ does it help my argument?
· Analysis:  is more/less analytical than narrative/ does it address the question?
· Reading: was this sufficiently broad/ have I referenced properly?
· How might I improve my performance in future?


	Strengths
I argued the points that confront the museum sector affectively and there is a clear distinguish between the paragraphs, I also think that I got all my points across quite clearly. I have managed to structure my essay very well as it flows perfectly with what I am trying to say. 
I believe that all the issues that I have addressed in my paragraphs answer the question correctly and I have given good reasoning as to why I think each issue affects the sector. 







	Weaknesses:
I could have found more issues to write about and included them as well as the issues that I have included, to improve my essay skills for future references I could extend the points that I have already written about rather than adding new points to the essay. 
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	Please give a mark for your work:   2/1

(for eg:  1st = 70+:  2/1 = 69-60:   2/2 = 59-50:   3rd = 45-49:   pass = 40-44:   fail = 39-  )






What are the major issues that confront the museum sector today? 
In this essay, I will be addressing the issues that confront the museum sector and I will be giving my opinions as to why and how I think these are the major issues.  I will be evaluating a whole range of factors and I will narrow these down into the top 5 issues, that I consider to be main concerns for the sector and things that could continue to affect the museum sector overall. The museum industry is a collective group of all different types of museums and a museum itself is a building or environment that collects archives and artefacts of history to protect from being damaged but also, they are placed into this environment to present these key things to the public. However; as I mentioned above in my introduction there are many major factors which I will be covering and some of these issues are; technology and space usage, costing and time periods many of which will always have sustainable impact.
The first key factor that I will be addressing is technology because within the last 2 decades it has taken over most of our everyday lives and the museum sector has been trying to add this into the museums where ever they can, however; this means in some places things like interactive displays or videos on big screens are not suitable for the environment as it could cause damage to some of the artefacts. This also puts huge pressure on the sector as they are wanting to keep their museums up to date but since some of the buildings are too fragile they are unable to do so which could result in not all their museums being as popular. Moreover, with museums adding all the new technological displays and devices into the way that things are seen in the public eye and this also means that there are less curators in museums than before which also means that the museum sector don’t have as many staff on board handing out information that the pieces of equipment can do. 
Another consideration that affects the sector is the way that the museum uses its space and where they place things within the museum, everything is way too spaced out and designed in a certain way that is appealing to visitors a lot more rather than focusing more on the displays themselves.  Space within the museum is not just used anymore to present one’s piece of art or a beautiful artefact. There is a passage in an insightful book about museums which beautifully defines everything that I’m trying to explain ‘the percentage of space within the building allowed for the display of objects is reduced in favour of spaces to display people’ –(Hooper-Greenhill 1992: 200) wrote. I agree with everything that Hooper-Greenhill said about space within the musuem as it is a huge factor because the sector have to make sure that everything they present is not just being seen but it also appeals to the visitors and the society which all of us are living in. Spacing the larger things that aren’t the arefacts in the museums are equally important as the arefacts because if for example there are minimal areas for people to sit down or browse then the sector will have to find ways to make the museum cater to both the customers needs and also to show the beautiful designs of the musuem as well. 
More importantly costing is an issue that the museum sector must deal with more frequently than any of the other issues that I have mentioned in this essay as it affects everything that runs a museum. It can take up a huge part of the sector for example if the museum is free and not that many visitors are visiting as they used too then the government could question as to whether the museums should stay open as they are usually government funded when they are free, however; this puts the sector in a critical position in terms of the running of the museum and this could mean that the sector are having to find other places that the artefacts go too which aren’t suitable for them which means that the artefacts inside the museums are still being presented but elsewhere in order to preserve them and keep them in the same condition at the start. As well as the artefacts being moved this could mean that the pieces are not just being sent away as a gift and some of the features could have been sold at an auction especially if the museum relies quite heavily on the money that is generated from the public visiting as the artefacts are having to be sold just to keep the museum running which also means that there are pressures to keep the museum funded by the sector. Additionally, besides the artefacts being sold off or sent away to help funding, the price of the new displays and as well the decrease in the numbers of curators has all become a problem within the industry. As I have stated previously about technology being a big problem especially within this reasoning as the museum sector have had to get rid of members of staff in order to make way for the new resources which are much more expensive and costing the museum sector much more money than those members of staff who were helping to run the museum and keep it alive. The pressure of costings means that museums need to do a lot less and be more intelligent with all of the funds allocated. It is a major aspect to the appearance to what the museum looks like inside and it will be harder to make the museums themselves become more appealing to visitors if the sector hasn’t got enough money to fund anything an example of this is the Carmarthen museum where the appearance was bad since there isn’t much money for the museum itself to spend even though they are council funded rather. This example of a museum is where there is very little money to spent therefore everything that they are displaying have not got many items of signage around them or the walls are not in the best of conditions as there still isn’t enough money given to the sector by the council, so everything is more than falling apart. On sectors of museums, things like the amount of funding that they have does become a huge problem because then places such as Carmarthen museum must cut down on jobs as they aren’t able to be paying the staff on site which is a key reason as to why the museum itself has had reduce the members on site and everyone who is seen on site are volunteers only not paid people.
Another essential point is the sector presenting the correct artefacts in the correct time periods of which the artefacts or pieces of history originate from. This can affect the sector because if the displays are not presenting the right parts of history in the proper area there can be a consequence due to the fact the museum is showing off the artefact in the incorrect time. This incorrect way of displaying the information given to the museum can also cause some visitors to notice if the pieces are hugely known and there will be masses of criticism from not only the public but other members in the sector as the information which is being put on display is not telling the right pieces of history that people have come to learn about. Another reason as to why the sector could get blamed for presenting the wrong era in the wrong place, for example if there are separated floors within the museums and there is a different artefact which doesn’t match the rest of the display then some visitors will notice this which could lead to them questioning the relevance of the artefact within the display which could then lead the sector into having a bad reputation for presenting irrelevant features to certain displays. 
In conclusion, all the points that I have addressed in this essay are what massively affects the museum sector today as all the issues can cause many problems within the industry and how they are overlooked within the eyes of the public and other sectors in the business sector. Most of the things that I have mentioned are main points which are not just inside the museums but the things that can be an outside option to how the sector can fall apart in terms of things. As I have previously stated the costing is such a big deal because like I have mentioned above it helps the sector to keep itself together and work to fit in with the visitors needs but if the industry is lacking in the finance department then there will be a struggle to fund things such as; staff wages, new equipment, maintenance of a museum and if these things are major to keeping the sector afloat then it will be a massive issue. Moreover, as well as the costing which can be a huge crisis if all goes wrong, there is the technology side of the sector which has been taking over today and age museums as everything is being changed to fit into the target audiences of the society today just like I have mentioned earlier on within the essay. The technology aspect of the sector can either cause the museums to lose sight of what they are trying to promote if they focus everything on the technology part and make most of the museums to show interactive displays rather than the artefacts inside. These things can cause the sector to become unstable as they are needing to keep everything from changing dramatically and letting things like technology taking over the sector which is what could happen in a couple of years’ time. As well as things such as technology, space and correctly placing the artefacts within the right things that are with the correct era there are many more things that can affect the sector. Overall the ones that I have listed above and also within the essay one must consider everything that can consist of things that can cause an issue as to why the museum sector would have any threat towards it and I believe that I have discussed the points clearly and correctly within this essay which I find the most significant to this sector and issues that will not only affect the sector in today’s day and age but also other generations to come especially with the increase on technological features that are not just taking over the sector nowadays. 
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