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Introduction 

I have always wanted to build and design houses. Back in the Philippines, I began studying Architecture when I had graduated secondary school in Manila. On my course, I learned exactly what it meant to create houses and design them to the preferences of a client. I was three years out of a four years degree when I had the opportunity to go abroad to work with a diplomat family in Vienna, Austria. I was very young - only nineteen - but as the eldest daughter in my family, I felt responsible for my family and recognized that this opportunity was a valuable one. The family was willing to hire me to work as part of their household without experience and so I knew it was the opportunity of a lifetime. I had not yet finished my degree and it was a dream I knew I would have to shelve and maybe not be able to pursue any longer. I went to Vienna and worked with the family for a couple of years. Afterwards, I found employment in a household in Livorno, Italy. I gained stable employment in another household and found a welcoming Filipino community - for a long time, I felt content. When my youngest sister found employment abroad in London, she suggested that I follow her. The Euro was not as high as the British Pound when it came to sending money back to the Philippines, and if I moved to London, at least we would be together. I considered the idea and found myself agreeing. London seemed to provide more opportunity for me and so I followed her and found work again with a diplomat’s family. More and more it seemed like the right decision to move. We lived together and I was able to bring my son to live with us so he could grow up around his cousins - my sister’s daughters. For nearly ten years, I worked the same jobs - as housemaid, nanny, babysitter - in different households and in different countries. There was not so much linear progression as there was lateral progression. My career developed in that the more experience I gained working for families and households, I was able to find better families which offered better pay and benefits. Until I had heard of the Certificate of Higher Education offered by the University of Wales-TSD, I had not realized that I could still pursue the dream I had shelved long ago. When I heard of the opportunity, I was very excited at the idea that I could now once again pursue the dream I had put on hold due to the responsibility I felt I owed to my family. 

Reflection on role play
I had completed the role play where I pretended to interview for the role of interior designer. I had received overall good marks for the role play. I was given very high marks on my technical knowledge and verbal communication. I was able to articulate my interest and prior knowledge of the role I was interviewing for, perhaps because I had already studied some aspects of it before and had knowledge from then. I also displayed excellent initiative by explaining the process of designing with a client’s preference. On this point, it was quite easy for me to explain the process because I had done a lot of research throughout the years as a hobby in passing - watching design shows, reading magazines. According to the evaluation, my time management and customer service skills were also excellent, and this can only come from the nature of my current work. Working in a household with children is quite demanding and time management is one of the skills you develop quickly. Dealing with children and the rest of the family also demands that one develops their customer service skills. 

When it comes to motivation in becoming an interior designer, I find true motivation in various magazines such as Elle and House & Beautiful. Seeing how other designers put pieces and styles together gives me a chance to follow and add my own flavour to it. Based on this, I believe my learning style is more catered towards visual learning. Although I prefer seeing to learn effectively, I also learn best from listening. Auditory learning for me is as important as visual because it can help me process certain aspects better such as instructions from a client, etc. Sometimes I also believe auditory learning is important as I can understand certain materials better than reading it. (University of Waterloo, no date). 

As a future interior designer, I believe it is important to work on your personal development in order to fulfill yourself within a career. I have done a SWOT analysis on myself in order to know how I can progress in the interior design industry. Some of my strengths include being able to communicate effectively with clients as I have worked with other people. I can speak 3 languages and that I believe can help me communicate with a wide array of clientele. I can also multi-task and I believe that can come in handy as an interior designer as you can be doing multiple projects at once. With these strengths also come my weaknesses. Some of my weaknesses include perfectionism. I can get too caught up in the idea of having things in a perfect manner and that can deterior myself from being on time in finishing a project. In this career choice, there are multiple opportunities. One opportunity that has caught my attention is the ability to share with other designers within my community. I would love to collaborate in a project with other designers in my area. However, I have also noticed that this could be a part of my threat as the interior designing community can be very competitive and it may be hard to establish a career in the first few years after graduation.  

Besides the SWOT analysis, I also use SMART goals as a measurement of my personal development. Using this as a tool for my goals, it will help me keep on track on my small goals that will contribute to the bigger picture. For example, finishing my graduate studies in a year while maintaining my other duties such as being a mom is a goal of mine. In order to achieve that, I need to learn to multi-task and plan ahead in order to finish every assignment and task I have to complete and also make sure I still keep up with my chores at home. 

The world of employment can be very intimidating. However, I also believe without employment our world would be very different. In the world of interior design, it can be very competitive as there are already established designers in the industries. However, the industry is ever growing and flourishing. In order to succeed, I believe in perfecting a certain niche and providing numerous services so you can be a one stop shop. Having this in mind, I believe I can offer multiple services so I can attract a certain clientele. I do expect it to be competitive in my first few years but helping out friends in the family can help me start out my career and hopefully word of mouth referrals can start coming through.

Some of my career ambitions and aspirations include establishing myself as a well renowned designer within my community. I would like to be a known designer in my local community. However, I do not want a storefront, but rather want to be able to work from home and go to remote clients so I can be in the comfort of my own home. With the COVID virus, I realized that working from home makes me more productive than working in the office. I have more time in the morning rather than commuting to go to work. Another aspiration I have is to be able to mentor new graduates and hopefully be able to pass on knowledge to the younger generation. With the knowledge of how tough this industry can be, I want to be able to help others excel and show them the ropes. Lastly, I would also love to have the control of my own schedule and be my own boss. In today’s society, it can be so easy to get lost working for someone else (Moore, 2017). With this career choice, I aspire to be my own boss and own it. I want to be able to choose my workdays and days off because at the end of it all, I still want to achieve balance. Work and life balance are part of my top goals in my future plan. In order to achieve these objectives, I would need to develop a plan for myself. 

I would like to do a five years development plan that will help me get to my career ambitions and aspirations. Each year would be a different focus with different goals that will lead me to my end goal. First things first, I would like to finish my higher education certificate here in the UK that will give me the qualifications to apply for the position I want. I want to be able to better myself both educationally and through experience. However, in my 2nd year, after I graduate, I would like to gain more experience by offering my services to my friends and family who may need some interior design work (Chatt, 2020). In return for my work, I hope they can give me referrals who can be my future clients. With this in mind, I hope to have gained enough experience so that by my 3rd year, I have a pretty established clientele. In my 4th and 5th year, I hope to be able to have time to start working with other designers and help teach new incoming graduates in the industry.

Conclusion

Having done the role play and research, I now have learnt so much about how to keep pursuing my dream. I know that many start young and that while I did start young and had to stop, it is never too late to start pursuing one’s dream again. While I know that I may not be a hugely famous interior designer, I would see my dream fulfilled by being able to practice as an interior designer and having it as my main occupation. I know that I will have to continue my studies and pursue more qualifications. Perhaps gaining experience by working under renowned designers will be a challenge, but once I do get it, I will be on track to achieve my dream. Further, I have created many bonds living in London for over ten years - I will be able to spread my clientele by designing for them first. This will allow me a foot in the door. And while the current pandemic is a threat to many of the opportunities for many hopeful graduates, I remain optimistic about my chances to pursue my dreams. 
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