1.
The Commonwealth Games 2022 in Birmingham was invested into heavily, it was the first major sporting event in Britain since the London Olympics 10 years prior, and the investment aimed to help establish an economic boost for Birmingham and to present the city as a viable host location for future major events. Major events can both positively and negatively affect cities and countries, as seen with Barcelona, after hosting the 1992 Olympics, the city sore a boom in tourism, and the Barcelona Olympics is widely regarded as the most successful major sporting event because of this and the overall positive impact the event had on the local economy (Gratton et al, 2020), 75 additional hotels were built in Barcelona in the 10 years post-Olympics, indicating the scale of success the city endured, even now 30 years later, the city thrives as the most popular tourist spot in Spain, surpassing Madrid in that respect as a result of the long term post-event success. This indicates the level of success a major event can have on its host city and the economic benefits that can be earned from a well-planned major event. Birmingham sore mass footfall across the 11 days of the event, tourism thrived throughout the Commonwealth Games, with 1.24 million people buying tickets for the event, and an additional 1.6 million people (estimated) visiting the city throughout the event (Games, C., 2023.), this financially benefitted local businesses, and government facilities like public transportation. The Birmingham Commonwealth Games aimed not only to boost the economy in the financial sense, but a legacy plan was also forwarded as one of the key pillars of the planning of the event, the city aimed to encapsulate the diversity of the city, it was viewed as the opportunity to create a “games for everyone” (Games, C., 2023.), targeting young people (aged 5-30), Black, Asian and minority ethnic groups, women, those who are disabled/injured as well as those living in outer Birmingham area, a key aim for these games was inclusivity, however, a study was conducted (Chen, S., et al 2023) to conclude whether this pillar of the legacy plan was truly delivered on, or whether it was over-promised and under-delivered. The study asked people who would’ve been considered under the “minority” umbrella, how they felt about the event before and after the event took place, the study showed that although the event did a good job of integrating communities within Birmingham during the games, they failed to deliver on their promise of a “Games for everyone” with these minority groups feeling massively under-represented when it came to the actual games themselves (Chen, S., et al 2023), the consensus among the targeted participants for this research felt that when they looked to the crowd, it did not represent them and therefore undermined the sentiment of “Games for all”, whilst participating respondents reported they did feel inclusivity within the games, and views the investment in new facilities as a positive for the city, again though, the less involved population of Birmingham see the new facilities as too expensive for them to access themselves, as well as the lack of paid opportunity to be involved being  limited for the under-represented people within Birmingham. Studies from the University of Birmingham also gave light to some contrasting public opinions surrounding the games, one opinion was positive in the sense they were happy to see Birmingham so bright and active, portraying the positive surface-level entertainment the event has brought to the city, whereas another voiced how the homeless people had been kicked out of town centers as a result of the games, sharing that moving them away from the visiting public view doesn’t fix the problem, but rather gives weight to the claim that the Games weren’t really for everyone. The events planning was also hindered by a multitude of unforeseen circumstances like the COVID-19 Lockdown and the United Kingdom's move to leave the European Union with Brexit, this generated more hurdles for the event to plan around like delays in construction, increased supply chain costs and workforce constraints, as well as the preparation time cutting from 6 years to 4 years (Games, C., 2023.). On the other hand, the games also meant a reinvestment into facilities like Alexander Stadium as well as providing Jobs and Skills academy which meant individuals' employability skills were uplifted, leading down the line to an improved event workforce for the Commonwealth Games, this not only positively impacts the games but also provides post-games Birmingham with more employable assets to add to their workforces (Games, C., 2023.). The Birmingham Commonwealth Games meant a major £764.7 million (net) was made over the duration of the event, with Birmingham thriving economically because of the Games. Major events are often profitable, and Birmingham had planned the Games efficiently and set themselves up to be able to host more major events in the future, as they proved with their additional facilities and effort to rebuild the city into a major place for tourists to visit and future events to be hosted.
2.
The city of Swansea boasts the facilities both natural and man-made, to host a multitude of events. The country of Wales is no stranger to hosting major events, take the World Rally championships, in Wales as an example, it drew in 50,000 people to Wales over the 4-day event, and also sore a £ 7 million turnover for Wales which no doubt had the potential to help the Welsh economy, this event also came with high media coverage and presented Wales as a viable tourist attraction by highlighting some of the natural and beautiful scenery that Wales has to offer, this event also indicates the potential that Wales has as a host for major events, with the championship rally being an outdoor event, Wales has the natural landscape to host these types of events with low maintenance costs, taking advantage of the countries natural resources. This also applies to Swansea and the resources it has to offer regarding hosting a major event, places like Margam National Park are right on the cusp of Swansea and offer a fantastic opportunity for Mountain bike competitions. Swansea however could struggle in the respect of spacing there is not much opportunity to build further infrastructure that could be used to host a major event, as well as the homelessness rates Swansea has to battle with, Swansea as a host city for a major event would have to deal with potential legal threats, this could mean battling legal threats like venue agreements, sponsorship/brand use issues and rights holder agreements (Greco, N, 2016) Swansea would also potentially struggle to host multiple events at once, without a rather large overhaul of current facilities, which would come at a large cost. On the other hand, Swansea does offer the chance to host, potentially an iron man challenge, with access to Margam national park, Swansea bay, boasting the sea as a viable place to host swimming events as well as the Liberty stadium, which regularly hosts Swansea city football club, could also be a viable location for a major event to take place. Major events can be costly, Brazil for example endured the biggest recession in 25 years after hosting the World cup in 2014 and the Olympics in 2016 (Varano, J, 2017). 
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