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This section of the portfolio will focus upon a chapter review from the Oxford handbook of Prisons and Imprisonment by Wooldredge and Smith (2018). The chapter to be discussed is ‘The Imprisonment boom of the late twentieth century’. This focuses upon the statistics behind incarceration, particularly within the USA, from the 1970’s to the 21st century and why these numbers are possibly fluctuating. The main body of this chapter compares many different explanations of imprisonment taken from other articles/books and also showing polls of prison populations across different era’s and different states. Firstly, it is depicted that the 1970’s saw 97 people per 100,000 becoming imprisoned, and by the 1980’s to 1990’s this had climbed to 139 per 100,000 people (40% increase). Wooldredge and Smith (2018) discuss how this increase was the beginning of the ‘mass incarceration’ phenomenon, considering the possible contributions of race, class and gender may have played within these conviction rates. Due to these mass incarcerations, between 1980 to the mid 2000’s, the figures of imprisonment had risen dramatically to 506 people being imprisoned per 100,000. The author’ also consider the role war on drugs may have played within these rates and how these new convictions may have changed the tolerance levels with regards to passing sentences within the criminal justice system. The changing nature of the imprisonment experience is also spoken of, in terms of how this may encourage or discourage reoffending. The latter sections of the chapter summarises the present-day figures of incarceration in the USA, and how the stabilisation of these figures may be misleading. This being in terms of lack of funding being a possible driving force behind dwindling imprisonment numbers. Furthermore, if this had contributed to the tends, t is important to consider possible solutions.
Wooldredge and Smith (2018) stated findings revealed 1 in 15 US African American men were incarcerated by 2008 (Pew Charitable Trusts, 2008). Moreover by 2012, 1 in 35 US Adults were thought to be living under a form of correctional facilities supervision. This could be being physically incarcerated, monitored via an ankle tag or sectioned to community service (Glaze and Herberman, 2013). The findings go on to state the US had imprisoned more people in large quantities by the 21st century than any other nation (including some of the larger countries like China, who have 1 billion more people living within that region than the USA). Drug offences were said to make up half of the prison populations in the US by 2012 and these offences were occupied mainly by women, which may come as a surprise to many. The chapter continues to discuss the reasons why these fluctuations have occurred, stating there is not one agreed upon or relied upon explanation, for the increase in incarcerations throughout the 1980’s to the mid 2000’s. This could be due to each state prosecuting differently to the next, with different norms, cultures and behaviours accepted as normal. Although, within the last thirty years, the criminal justice system has become stricter and more punishable, according to this account. The findings also show how the last five years at least, see a decline in imprisonments and so the causations considered included using local jails as opposed to state prisons to serve sentences. Moreover, mass incarceration was said to have spiked within 2012-2013, so it was reminded that the decline in trends seen in recent years (in general) may be a brief phenomenon. If a further spike was to occur over the next year, for example, one may be able to assume COVID-19 had contributed to this amongst business closures, but this could be investigated further and then compared to the climate when crime spiked in the last 10 years. The author’ go on to consider the role American civilians play in the declining prison numbers, as many are believed to think there are too many individuals in prison at this time. This could have a direct effect in some states as to how they choose to prosecute the guilty or considering what alternative punishment’s they may enforce. The overall chapter had covered many bases and included multiple sources of statistics for reference to support, or even contradict some findings. This meaning the chapter and possibly whole book if needed, would be a useful read for students. Those who are in need of varied imprisonment statistics within the USA or as a base for cultural comparisons would benefit and how these rates have changed over recent years. 
The context of the chapter contains many useful pockets of information which allow for future research comparisons. The upcoming years of the 21st century may need to be reviewed in terms of improving imprisonment within America and so this chapter makes for an ideal baseline. However, the authors of the book do not directly offer their personal opinions too often throughout the text, it is mostly comparisons of outside articles compiled in one book. This is not necessarily negative as it is factual and informative but if they had added their opinions, the future review’s or comparisons made using this chapter would have had more to discuss or consider. A further point to consider is when the book was written (2018), it is therefore an up-to date compilation of work brining the modern statistics into play while also displaying the historical context. This is important, as although older papers are still heavily valued and useful, it shows the trends are always changing even in today’s climate. Furthermore, the paper’s and books referenced throughout are plentiful, offering insight into the last 40-50 years. The chapter could have become even more advanced by looking at the early 19th century incarceration trends as well as the 1970’s onward, then comparing to the modern-day statistics for further context. The consideration of race, gender and class were noted within the text as potential factor’s leading to imprisonment (as previously stated), regarding the number of African men in prison in the US being 5 to 7 times more in 2008. However, this was not developed in as much depth as it could have been, as cultural inequality and reasoning why these trends may be occurring is always a key focal consideration point. It would have been interesting if they also went into the gender differences within prisons more so, as it was briefly covered with the potential that war on drugs was affecting the spike in convictions in the late 90’s to early 2000’s. This went on to say how more women were in prison for drug convictions than men at the time, but did not expand much on this.
The information was insightful of the changing situation for American prisons and convicts themselves, while comparing this briefly to other large countries like China and Russia. However, the chapter primarily focused on the US, whereby the opportunity to examine multiple countries was missed. The chapter was 15 pages long though, and therefore can be constituted as a worthwhile read for the US statistics, as these they did not skim over. Some may argue it did not need to be as long as it was if only focusing on one country, but this is a respectable length from an academic perspective, and so future comparisons of US prison systems would benefit from reading this over. This section can also be beneficial for comparisons against other countries too, with regard to criminal justice systems and prison rates. Ever country has different cultural norms, laws and perspectives on what is acceptable, so it would be interesting to contrast them. When considering other books and articles similar in stature, many cover specific scenario’s such as women in prison (Mills and Codd, 2007) and offenders in prison who have a mental illness (Manchak and Morgan, 2016). However, this chapter did not specifically cover the exact explanations as to why the ‘boom’ may have occurred within the years discussed in American prisons. An interesting addition to the chapter would have been if the authors considered the implications the boom had on the state and its economy too. If the pressure of growing inmates within prisons affect the rest of society, the prosecutors may choose to offer more rehabilitation programmes or community service alternatives as a form of punishment instead of serving a sentence in prison. The strain prisons can have on the economy was not fully covered and this is an ever-growing problem within today's society. Many believe that the criminals who deserve to be in prison are only those who have committed the most violent and immoral crimes, but nevertheless the level of evidence needed in many instances is further time and effort needed from the police.
The language used within this text was also easy to follow and understand, meaning various levels of educational backgrounds could benefit from reading it. The book itself is encouraged to be read by lecturers for students on this course, toward gaining and understanding of prison systems and imprisonment rates, culturally. This would be beneficial when learning about the UK’s prison systems as it aids understanding of differences between countries around the world to our own. It is important to consider the wealthier a country is, does not necessarily mean less crime but possibly more. White collar crime is always occurring and often undetected, as connections businessmen or women have mean they can buy their way out of many situations, for example. This meaning many statistics may be an incorrect baseline, and so the statistics can really encourage this kind of debate as to why these figures and the way they are. The prison systems around the world are always in need of improvement, as are the policing of certain matters, as there is never a perfect system. The statistics of who is being incarcerated and how often throughout the years is very valid information, and could inevitably improve the structure of the policing system or sentencing within the courts.
To conclude, this chapter offers very interesting insights into the prison system populations of America. There is potential for this to aid future analysis of future prisons, as it has plentiful information from trusted sources, and peer reviewed articles, journals or books. This type of written account can be built upon quite naturally, whereby the few constructive critiques pointed out in this review can be amended within future research based of this book, if there is a need for the matter. Furthermore, it is an ideal starting point for an academic essay or just research based on prison systems, criminal justice or types of crimes being committed at present. Taking the research further, it would be ideal to consider the negativity associated with imprisonment and how this often does not act as a deterrent to future criminals. Depending on their living conditions, the countries laws and even brainwashing from terrorist groups, all act as possible factors to crime being committed. The reason this could be useful is it offers an explanation as to why crime is often committed for seemingly no reason and gives the criminal justice system a chance to consider how this can be diminished. Prison is often not considered punishment but rather a success as it leads to recognition for the crime that has taken place (in many terrorist cases). The findings for this chapter can be compared to any other country though, not just against US statistics, for cultural benefit’s and understanding and so it is a welcome addition to scholarly literature in the field of prison systems and criminal punishment. 
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Introduction                                                                                       Advantages to Youth Imprisonment
This academic poster will be focusing upon                                               > Teaches the individual the behaviour  
youth Imprisonment in the UK and if it provides justice                            is wrong and will not be tolerated. 
or injustice for both victim and the criminal                                              > Ensures public and community safety.
who committed the crime. Many assume the                                           > Potential to rehabilitate the offender.
prison sentence is enough justice for the victim                                       >Being deprived of society shows what 
but sometimes it does not suffice. Similarly, the                                         their future will look like if they carry 
sentence may bring injustice to the offender if                                            on down this route.
the sentence decided is harsh in comparison to 
the level of crime committed.  Often it is seen that                              Justice for Victims?
Drug related crimes have a hefty sentence assigned                            As well as youth offences proving costly  
to it, while someone who has been charged with rape                           to the government, it means victims of
or assault may get the same amount of time, or                                      crime are maybe less likely to feel a sense
Sometimes less. Is this justice or even justified?                                       closure. This being as youths may not be
                                                                                                                 Serving long sentences due to age or 
                                                                                                                 Take a youth prison environment                                                                                                                         seriously.
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         Conclusions                                                                                   Disadvantages to Youth                   The graph above shows the rates of first-time entry                                  Imprisonment                                 for individuals into the criminal justice system.                                                                                                 Seen in the graph is the rapid decline of youth                                             > Risk of reoffending due to           cautions, but the increasing rates of actual convictions.                                 life and socialising with equally       This is both interesting and concerning, as it shows the                                 or possibly more dangerous           current prison systems for youth’s are not acting as a                                    individual.
deterrent. Equally, more of the youth generations are                           > Mental health deterioration 
finding themselves with at least 1 criminal conviction                               > Crime and drugs still                                  and so it must be asked why? Is it due to family life,                                    within prison, is it really a                  mental health or even peers.                                                                              punishment?                                                                                                                                                                            > Children of young offenders may
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