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UK law currently states that a convicted person does not have the right to vote in any parliamentary or local election whilst in prison. This was set in statue in an amendment to The Representation of the People Act (1983). However, prisoners on remand awaiting trial do have the right to vote, Forfeiture Act (1870). It has often been argued prisoners should keep their citizenship and democratic rights whilst in prison after committing serious crimes, considering the human rights law within the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR). The Hirst v UK case in 2005 highlighted a breach in The Representation of the People Act 1983 with regard to the right of prisoners to vote under article 3 protocol 1 of the European Convention of Human Rights, Murray (2012).

Arguments for 
There have been numerous debates regarding whether prisoners should have the right to vote. A lot of these debates have focused on the argument that prisoners are in prison with the aim to rehabilitate and therefore, should not have their basic human rights taken away from them. Walsh (2012) argued that prisoners rehabilitate as responsible, safe, members of society and therefore being a member of society includes their basic right of democratic process. Walsh (2012) further disputed that prisoners should be able to make a decision of who governs them and that by taking away their right to vote dehumanises them. 

Other academics believe prisoners should have the right to vote but that there should be limitations due to their incarcerated state. Behan (2015) mentioned that even in the most advanced government system there will be limits on the right to vote depending on a person’s age, citizenship, and mental competency.

A continuous theme for why prisoners should be allowed to vote has come up in many discussions. This theme focuses on the argument that if prisoners can start a new life outside of prison which includes getting a job, starting a family and making important life decisions, then they should be able to vote for who is running their country.

In conclusion, those who argue in favour of prisoners having the right to vote, focus on the need for prisoners to be empowered with the same human rights as ordinary citizens, to be treated as humans with the view.
Arguments against 
On the 10th of February 2011, parliament debated the current law surrounding prisoners not having the right to vote, except for people waiting on remand. After this debate was concluded ‘234 members supported the 512 parliamentary affairs motion but only 22 members opposed it’, Murray (2012). This verdict resulted in prisoner's continuation of not being able to vote while in prison. There were several arguments put forward during the parliamentary debate which have been highlighted by academics. 

One reason against prisoners having the right to vote is the ancient concept of civil death. This concept puts forward that current prisoners and some former prisoners should have none of their rights of citizenship. It suggests that people who have been convicted and proven guilty of a crime have broken a ‘social contract’. Behan (2015) argued that by doing so, this places them outside of the rule of law and therefore unfit to decide who should be put in power to pass or repeal law. He also suggests that disenfranchisement should be a reminder to prisoners that citizenship is a privilege and it must be earned. 

A senior member of the Conservative party, David Davis cited by Jones (2011) commented that prisoners should not be allowed to vote as they had ‘broken their contract with society’. David Cameron supported this view by stating he didn’t see why the UK must change its policy. He reiterated this point by stating that he found it unsatisfactory that the courts were putting pressure on parliament to change the law, despite a share view supporting the notion that prisoners should not get to vote, Cited by Jones (2011). 

There are many persuasive arguments for and against prisoners having the right to vote. The law is currently against prisoners voting, but there is a growing consensus from academics and the courts arguing that prisoners should have the right to vote. As Walsh (2012) summarised, prisoners have human rights and they should not be taken away from them just because they are in prison.  Walsh (2012) further added that convicts had their human rights prior to being convicted and will do so when they leave so why can they not keep them during their incarceration. Another valid point from Walsh (2012) is that prisoners should get to choose who governs them because if they are not allowed to vote while in prison, they don’t have a choice who is running their country when they are released. 

Disfranchisement takes their rights away from them, can cause protests from prisoners who think that their opinion matters, and it dehumanises them. However, there have several individuals in high authoritative positions such as David Cameron, expressing he doesn’t see why the UK should change the law on prisoners voting, cited by Jones (2012). On the contrary, there are also 22 members of parliament that think the law should be changed which implies that people are changing their minds on the matter. This is still however a very small minority in the context of a parliamentary vote. In conclusion, the law still dictates that prisoners do not have the right to vote in any parliamentary or local elections and this is only likely to change if people change their views when considering morally important concepts such as human rights documentation and the treatment of prisoners in this country. 
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