The overall aim of this research was to analyse the connection between young people in deprived areas and the offence of knife crime, while also assessing responses to the crime from the UK Government.  The specific research objectives in place to establish this were to analyse the historical trends of knife crime and the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, identify whether young people are more vulnerable to knife crime and to evaluate the success of UK government policies and measures in place to tackle the crime. 
Historical trends and the impact of Covid-19 pandemic on knife crime.
Literature established a general increase in knife crime offences since the recordings of 2013/2014 (National Statistics, 2023) while primary research found that fear of knife crime amongst the general public has simultaneously increased, highlighting that knife crime is a growing issue.  Literature also argued that austerity (Kirchmaier, 2019) and decreased confidence in the police (Skarlatidou et al, 2023) are responsible for this, of which findings from primary research have since supported, meaning that austerity and decreased confidence in the police have led to the increase of knife crime offences that occurred since 2014/2014.
As for the Covid-19 pandemic, Literature highlights that there was a drop in knife crime for the year 2020/21 when restriction were in place, though different policing practises could be responsible for this.  Hickland et al (2022) identified that while the first lockdown led to a reduction in knife crime, the levels of knife crime offences resumed at their normal rate by the third lockdown.  Primary research found that the Covid-19 pandemic was not a major factor for the increased fear of knife crime amongst the general public despite literature arguing that poverty and adverse childhood experiences are major factors responsible for knife crime (HM Inspectorate of Probation, 2019)  and that the pandemic caused an increase in such due to financial strain and job losses (Holt and Murray, 2019).  Therefore, it can be argued that the pandemic is a small factor for the increase in knife crime offences though there is a link between deprivation and knife crime.  Overall, it can be concluded that knife crime is a major concern at this point in time.
Young people and knife crime.
Literature identified that young people are very vulnerable to being the victim or perpetrator of knife crime as young people are most frequently subject to knife crime offences (Vulliamy et al, 2022).  Literature also explains that young people in deprived areas are most at risk.  The Ministry of Housing and Local Government (2019) found that deprivation is most common amongst urban areas while primary research found that the general population were less fearful of knife crime in rural areas.
Primary research also argues that the general public are more fearful of knife crime in deprived areas, while literature from Kirchmaier, Machin and Villa-Llera (2020) states that gang culture is most common amongst public housing and high-rise council estates, of which are commonly linked to deprivation.  In addition to this, The Centre for Social Justice (2018) claim that gangs are responsible for half of the knife crime offences in London while Macfarlane (2019) acknowledges that young people who know of gang members or spend more time on the street are at a higher risk of turning to such gang violence.  Finaly, it is believed that young people are more likely to commit knife crime offences due to a lack of youth centres (Brennan, 2022), primary research found that the general public agree with this statement.  Overall, research has concluded that young people in deprived urban areas are most vulnerable to knife crime and that increased youth centres can be a potential deterrence for knife crime amongst these populations.
Government responses to knife crime.
Overall, both literature and primary researched have shown that the general belief of the UK  population is that while the government have responded to knife crime, the effectiveness of such responses is not adequate.  Though it is important to note that a large number of participants were unaware of the Offensive Weapons Act 2019. 
Findings have shown that the government focus on the wrong aspects of knife crime prevention, which often leads to discrimination against minorities (Green and Hardy, 2022), and that the general population believe that the government should increase the amount of police officers as literature has shown a link between police numbers and crime (Chivers, 2020).  In addition to this, it was found that the public would like to see an increase in education surrounding the crime in order to prevent it in oppose to the methods currently undertaken by the UK government.
In regard to the overall research aim, it can be concluded that knife crime is a prevailing issue amongst young people in deprived areas at this point in time and that the government must update their methods of tackling the issue to minimise its effects.
While conducting this research, limitations were faced during primary data collection.  The literature review identified the lack of research conducted on older generations in regard to knife crime, while this study did not gather solely responses from older or young generations that would be beneficial to the subject area for comparative purposes.  Therefore, this is a recommendation for further consideration.
