Gobbet - on the rape of Proserpina 3.19-65

In this section Claudian is telling a part of Proserpina’s story and her kidnapping through Jupiter and his presentation of the events that have occurred throughout the rest of the poem. Here I am going to analyse a small part of book three which is consists of a line of introduction and a speech from Jupiter, by picking out the parts that differ from previous epic poets and the insinuation of Jupiter’s speech. In the first few lines there are mentions of Saturn rule and his idleness, Jupiter criticize him and the way the human race seemed to copy his fathers laziness. He then claims to have stopped  the crops from growing as tall and the honey flowing from the woods and the wine welling up from the springs in an effort to “challenge men’s sluggish spirits”. However, Nature urges him to relieve the humans of this harsh treatment and in Jupiter’s own words calls him “a harsh and pitiless tyrant” and talks of the age of Saturn’s rule. This narrative continues for a few lines where Jupiter talks of the criticisms Mother Nature gives him claiming that turning mankind’s mind from the heavens will not benefit any of them. Then the subject is rather drastically changed to that of Ceres and the grief she holds for missing her daughter. Jupiter states that once her daughter is found she will give back the gift of grain to the humans, despite the abducted state of Proserpina being Jupiter’s fault. In book 1 line 121 Jupiter gives his daughter to his brother Pluto as a gift to stop the coming war that Pluto is inciting. Jupiter continues to threaten any god that would reveal who took Proserpina even if it were his sister, wife, or beloved daughter, he would hurl his thunderbolt at them and send them to the Underworld. The unfinished poem then ends without Ceres being reunited with her daughter.  
This monologue of Jupiter’s starts with a few different opinions on Saturn’s rule. First we have Jupiter’s viewpoint, which naturally boasts his own and criticizes the age of Saturn. However, when Jupiter talks of Nature’s opinion on all of his recent decisions it seems that compared to Jupiter, Saturn’s rule was an age of prosperity. Jupiter endures Nature’s complaints as he believes that despite the fact that he is making it harder on the human race he is also bringing about a new age of agriculture to make the humans more dependent on themselves. “alleging that I want the plains rough with decay and the countryside full of thorn-bushes, and that I do not deck the year with any fruits”. This particular line reminds me of the Christian god and how he has power over all things, while Jupiter is the King of the Gods he does not have that kind of power. This could reflect the Christianization of Rome happening at the time. The next part of Jupiter’s speech continues to express the complaints of humans. The crops not growing high enough, the woods stopping their flow of honey and the springs and rivers not welling up into their wine cups, while Jupiter tries to prove it is all for the humans benefit. He continues to say that he has “often endured such complaints form Mother Nature” as if before this he has dismissed her out of hand and now that it suits him and his agenda he will listen to her, although he presents it in a way that shows he is trying to care for mankind. This fits with the characterisation of Jupiter and Zeus from Claudian’s epic predecessors that the people of Rome will be familiar with already. 
Towards the end of his monologue Jupiter addresses the issue with Ceres and the missing Proserpina. He talks about how Ceres would be gladdened to here of her daughter’s safety and how Ceres herself is overcome with grief and yet he continues on to threaten the gods under his command. He states that they “will regret that he was born to divine destiny, and stricken by a wound, he will be delivered over to my son-in-law Pluto himself”. Despite the use of the masculine pronoun here, Jupiter specifically mentions a few of the Goddesses a few lines previously. He specifically mentions that his, son, sister and wife would not be able to escape his wrath, which is a reference to earlier in the poem when Jupiter hurled his thunderbolts at both Diana and Athena when they tried to stop the abduction of Proserpina. He mentions Athena more directly in this section of the poem by her unusual form of birth, “be it even she who boasts that she was conceived within my head”  Throughout a lot of Greek and Roman mythology it is seen that Athena or Minerva is favoured by Jupiter/Zeus and while this is an instance where he is threaten to kill her it still backs that up. While Jupiter could have left the threat at ‘whether you are my son, sister, wife or daughter’ he decides to specifically talk to Minerva saying that even she could not get away with betraying him in this way. This part of the poem is not only menacing to Minerva, but to all of the Gods as the threat of being sent to Underworld is something that they fear especially since Pluto has tried to escape his post their earlier in this poem. 
The ending of this the poem as a whole is rather unusual. Ceres and Proserpina are not reunited, which diverts from other iterations of this myth. In the Homeric Hymn to Demeter (470) there are several similarities, but it diverts when Demeter and Persephone are reunited for two thirds of every year. Where as in Claudian’s rendition, it is suggested that Proserpina never sees Ceres again and stays in the underworld full time. (Culhead, 2019) It is a common theory that the poem has not been finished due to the decreased number of lines in the third book compared to the first and second. Some scholars think that perhaps its incompleteness is a deliberate statement for Statius unfinished Achilleid (Culhead, 2019). Some other theories are that the ending has been lost over time, or it wasn’t finished because it would have caused a political stir at the time, or more likely Claudian died before he was able to finish the poem. While Virgil’s Georgics remains fairly similar to Claudian rape of Proserpina, it differs in the way that Proserpine is given the option to return home with her mother and refuses, seeming to prefer staying in the Underworld, “Proserpine reclaimed cares not to follow her mother”. 
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