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Question: What important political and/or social transformations were brought about by the French Revolution, and what was the cultural impact of these transformations on everyday life? 
The French Revolution occurred in a world in which up to 97% of the population were involved in agriculture and living a rural life.[footnoteRef:1] The feudalism of the Middle Ages still shaped the relations between the different classes of society, and the poorest agricultural workers were living in serfdom under the oppressive control of the nobility.[footnoteRef:2] The French Revolution swept away the old system and the people of France had to find new ways to live and relate to each other as citizens of a republic. The French Revolution brought about major political changes, through legislation and the removal of privileges for the clergy and nobility. It also brought about changes in the educational system. The new equality required new ways of socialising with cultural changes in the conventions of fashion and with art being changed by the development of the Iconoclasts.  [1:  E. Hobsbawm, The Age of Revolution 1789-1848 (London: Time Warner Books UK, 1962), p. 11.]  [2:  Hobsbawm, Revolution, p.14.] 

	Changes to everyday life for the French people were felt throughout the fabric of society. Within this essay I will discuss the transformations of certain areas, such as taxation, laws, women’s rights, education, Iconoclasts and art within the French society.  
The French Revolution transformed the way tax was paid throughout France. With the abolishment of the feudal system, it was no longer just the third estate, the ordinary people of France, who held the heavy tax burden of the state. With the tax system so despised and inequity at large, by 1788 the French society had reached breaking point. The third estate were being burdened with heavy tax while the clergy merely made voluntary contributions.[footnoteRef:3] This, accompanied by the terrible harvest in 1788, added yet more fuel to the motivation for change.[footnoteRef:4] This change did not take long to come about, with one instrumental swoop, The National Assembly created a decree that abolished the feudal system on 11 August 1789. Within the decree, the opening article states that ‘The National Assembly hereby completely abolishes the feudal system’. This shows The National Assembly’s clear motivation and its intent on change to bring about equality.[footnoteRef:5] The decree had a rapid effect on the everyday lives of people in France. Not only was the burden of such heavy taxes lifted but also, the peasant had a victory over his feudal lord.[footnoteRef:6] The cultural impact of this decree was significant for the third estate and the Revolutionaries, as they were no longer distinguished by their title, but rather, recognised by their talent.[footnoteRef:7]  [3:  G. Chanel, Studia Historica Gedanensia (New York: York College, 2015) p. 72-73.]  [4:  N, Hampson. ‘The Origins of the French Revolution’, in 1789: The Long and Short of it, ed, By D. Williams (Worcester: Sheffield Academic Press, 1991) p. 24.]  [5:  Merrick Whitcomb, ed., Translations and Reprints from the Original Sources of European History, vol. 6 (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania History Department, 1899), 2–5.]  [6:  F. Furet, The French Revolution 1770-1814 (Oxford: Blackwell Publishing Ltd, 1996) p. 72.]  [7:  J. Gilchrist and W.J. Murray, The Press in the French Revolution, (London: Western Printing Services Ltd Bristol, 1971) p. 62.] 

	The liberation and equality experienced by the men of France following the Revolution, however, did not provide a similar equality and liberation for women. Under the old regime, all men were not equal, this forced the Revolutionaries to present the Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen (1789). Within that declaration, it does not include a single woman’s right, effectively making them the lowest class of society. Jane Abray describes in her work that ‘the Revolution tended to worsen their condition’ in that they were required to carry out heavy, labour intensive and underpaid work, such as in industries like the lace trade.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  J. Abray, ‘Feminism in the French Revolution’, The American Historical Review, 80, 1, (1795), 43-62 (p. 44).] 

 The idea of equality between men and women was mostly disengaged from thoughts, but feminists used the ‘Journal des Dames’ as a way of voicing their opinion.[footnoteRef:9] The critics of the writings published in the ‘Journal des Dames’, ironically, picked at women’s poor literary education.[footnoteRef:10] Abray mentions in her work the male ego acting superior, as she describes, ‘Women should be forbidden to learn reading and writing in order to limit them to useful domestic labor’.[footnoteRef:11] With the Revolution really focusing on male equality and justice,  women’s rights were not even given a second thought. Although many women were extremely concerned for their safety and wellbeing if they voiced their opinion on equal rights, there were some who took matters into their own hands, with many pamphlets being published. There had been some famous pamphlets such as, Requéte des femmes pour leur admission aux Etats-Generaux and Remonstrances, plaintes et doléances des Dames Franҫaises, whose main focus was women’s political rights and women’s education.[footnoteRef:12] The one which strongly stands out is the Madame B*** B***, A Women’s Cahier, which was published anonymously. The pamphlets had many key points and bold statements, stating the glaring inequality between man and woman.[footnoteRef:13] The pamphlet argues that women are being disregarded, while negroes are freed and people who are enslaved are inheriting their rights. She gives thanks to enlightenment for this, but, feels that women are being ignored and disregarded: [9:  Abray, Feminism, p. 45.]  [10:  Abray, Feminism, p. 46.]  [11:  Abray, Feminism, p. 46.]  [12:  Abray, Feminism, p.46]  [13:  Cahiers des doléances et reclamations des femmes, par madame B*** B***, Pays de Caux, 1789, reprinted in Cahiers de doléances des femmes en 1759 et autres textes, translated by Karen Offen (Paris, 1981), 47–51.] 

Could it be possible that philosophy would be mute with regard to our situation, or rather that men, deaf to its voice and insensitive to its light, would persist in rendering us victims of their pride and injustice.[footnoteRef:14]  [14:  K. Often, Madame B*** B***. ] 

With the Revolution benefiting men in many ways, it took its toll on women, which led women to voice their opinion on inequality and appeal for equal rights. These opinions expressed in many pamphlets and in journals and articles led to Olympe de Gouges creating ‘The Declaration of The Rights of Woman’ in 1791. Although the Revolution had many positive impacts for the men in society, women were still dependent on men and were not seen as equal, if anything the Revolution had a negative impact on the daily lives of women.
Education and its developments were another area of French society which changed the everyday lives of people. The Revolutionaries had major plans to change the education system, one of which was that they admitted boys and girls together into the same schools at the age of seven, this service was free and run by the state.[footnoteRef:15] The educational systems purpose, set by the Revolutionaries, was a system to serve society and to encourage talent to grow and develop.[footnoteRef:16] If talent was found in a student within the new system, it planned to help remove any difficulties in their way in order for them to achieve their potential.[footnoteRef:17] The Revolution had a major impact on French culture and society within education, as it gave far more equal and accessible opportunities for higher education compared to the old regime, thus giving people a chance to pursue happiness in their everyday life.   [15:  R. R. Palmer, The Improvement of Humanity: Education and The French Revolution, (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1985) p. 96.]  [16:  Palmer, Education, p. 96.]  [17:  Palmer, Education, p. 96.] 

Many political changes came from the Revolution but The National Assembly’s Declaration of The Rights of Man and Citizen 26 august 1789, stands out as one of the most influential on French society and culture. The Revolution sought to change France’s political system, as the country had been an absolute monarchy and the declaration set in motion a constitutional government for the first time. The National Assembly states in the declaration that ‘Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions may be based only on common utility.’[footnoteRef:18] The political ideology behind this approach set out for every man to be equal and no longer just a subject of a ruler; instead men were citizens of a republic. The powerful cultural impact this declaration had on the everyday lives of French citizens was huge as it allowed them to be free and equal individuals.[footnoteRef:19] It is a difficult scenario for us to imagine, but it is likely that this change was felt profoundly by the people of France who had lived under the rule of monarchy for so long. These feelings may well of found expression socially through fashion, language and the embracing of the Revolutionary movements of the Iconoclasts.  [18:  The French Revolution and Human Rights: A Brief Documentary History, translated, edited, and with an introduction by Lynn Hunt (Boston/New York: Bedford/St. Martin's, 1996), 77–79.]  [19:  Furet, French Revolution, p.74.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk529918223]There had been radical changes and transformations in the cities of France due to the Iconoclasts destruction of symbols and monuments of the old regime. Art was powerful and symbolic to the people in France, especially before the Revolution, as in many ways it was a means of social control.[footnoteRef:20] The Revolutionaries, described as vandals by the aristocrats, understood and respected fine arts and, as J. Idzerda describes ‘they were proud of their artistic heritage’, but they had to set an example of the ancien régime that even valuable and prestige works would suffer the wrath of the Revolution.[footnoteRef:21] A fine example of the cultural impact of the Iconoclasts was the destruction of the Bastille. The Bastille once stood as a prison, and as such was a symbol of cruelty.[footnoteRef:22] Pierre-François Palloy dismantle of the Bastille was to be a monumental milestone for the Revolutionaries with Bastille Day still being celebrated today.[footnoteRef:23] Dr Richard Clay describes the area where The Bastille once stood, as ‘the greatest, biggest, emptiest space properly left by an act of iconoclasm in Paris’.[footnoteRef:24]  [20:  S. J, Idzerda, ‘Iconoclasm during the French Revoultion’, The American Historical Review, 60, 1, (1954), 13-26 (p. 13).]  [21:  Idzerda, Iconoclasm, p. 13.]  [22:  R. Clay, BBC The French Revolution – Tearing Up History [video]. (17:04-19:36), 2014 <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4bTQv9ESk2c> [Accessed 12 November 2018].]  [23:  R. Clay, 2014, [video] 17:04-19:36.]  [24:  R. Clay, 2014, [video] 17:04-19:36.] 

Alongside the destruction of the Bastille, the Iconoclasts were also targeting other symbols and statues around Paris. Notably statues of Kings at Notre-Dame Cathedral were torn down and defaced and any royal symbols were chipped off.[footnoteRef:25] These acts of destruction showed the Revolutionaries commitment to change and their desire to move away from the ancien régime. The impact of these actions can still be seen today, as the French still celebrate Bastille Day which is, arguably, one of the most celebrated days in France. The fact that this day is celebrated as a public holiday shows the significance of this event within French History, as it still has an impact on the lives of everyday people to date.  [25:  R. Clay, 2014, [video] 42:2 –43:20.] 

With the collapse of the feudal system and the rights of man and citizen decree, fashion had to adopt a new sense, one which was able to show the states equality. The cultural impact affected the everyday lives of every citizen from all backgrounds, not just the Revolutionaries. A clear example of this is depicted in the following image; 
[image: ][footnoteRef:26] [26:  Joseph Boze, Louis Seize, Roi des Franceais, [paper print] (1785-1792) https://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=3542097&partId=1&searchText=louis+seize&page=1 [Accessed 13 November 2018].] 

This image is an edited portrait of King Louis XVI wearing a red liberty cap, it was a reflection of the events of 20 June 1792 where King Louis XVI was made to wear the cap following Tuileries palace being invaded.[footnoteRef:27] The liberty cap was not the only iconic change to fashion, with the Revolution popularising items such as the tricolour cockade and sans culotte. It was important for the Revolutionaries to bring about symbolic equality to the people of France in their everyday lives and culture.  [27:  British Museum, The British Museum, 2013, <https://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/collection_object_details.aspx?objectId=3542097&partId=1&searchText=louis+seize&page=1> [Accessed 13 November]. ] 

The Changes to everyday life for the French people were felt throughout the fabric of society and The French Revolution impacted on both the social and cultural lives of everyday citizens within the state. The abolishment of the feudal system, by The National Assembly, benefited the third estate as it aided with their tax burden. Women did not share the same liberation and equality that men were provided with, in fact, in many ways, women had received harsh conditions as a result of the Revolution. The idea of inequality between the sexes drove feminists to use the Journal des Dames as a way of voicing their opinion. Although education was greatly impacted by the Revolution, the French society and culture embraced this, as it brought about equality and sought out individual talent with the means of helping them reach their full potential. None of this was possible without the political changes which The National Assembly enforced such as, The Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen 26 August 1789. Not only did the Revolution have social and cultural impacts but with the movements of the Iconoclasts and their destruction of symbolic symbols and monuments of the ancien régime, they also left a physical mark on the streets which are still visible today.
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