Rhobyn Grant 
Globalization Exam questions 


1. [bookmark: OLE_LINK13][bookmark: OLE_LINK14][bookmark: OLE_LINK19]Choose an UN organ or UN agency. Assess its legitimacy in accordance with Keohane’s six criteria for legitimacy.
2. [bookmark: OLE_LINK11][bookmark: OLE_LINK12]Choose two theories from the ones we’ve discussed: Realism, Classical liberal internationalism, Liberal institutionalism, and Constructivism. Compare and contrast the two you’ve chosen.
3. [bookmark: OLE_LINK15][bookmark: OLE_LINK16]Discuss the evolution of the concept of human rights from the 19th century to the 20th century. (Up to the Cold War- lecture 6).


Question 1
The United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is a specialized organization of the United Nations founded in 1945. Its purpose is to advance global peace and security via international collaboration in education, science, and culture. UNESCO's tasks include encouraging cultural diversity, preserving world historic sites, expanding educational opportunities, and promoting free speech. In assessing UNESCO using Robert O. Keohane's six criteria for legitimacy, one must consider its moral acceptability, inclusiveness, institutional integrity and transparency, accountability, compatibility with democratic governance within countries, enhancement of democracy and comparative benefit. 
UNESCO aligns itself with shared moral values by promoting human rights, cultural diversity, and peace. Its initiatives to protect cultural heritage and support education for all underscore its commitment to global ethical standards. operates within the legal framework of international treaties, conventions, and agreements, such as the World Heritage Convention and the Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions. For instance, UNESCO adheres to the 2003 Convention for the safeguarding of the intangible Cultural Heritage, which guides its actions in preserving cultural practices worldwide. This adherence to international law ensures its actions are grounded in established legal and moral principles.

Inclusiveness refers to whether the organization includes a broad and representative set of stakeholders in its decision-making processes. UNESCO aims to be inclusive in its operations, involving a wide range of stakeholders from different regions and backgrounds in its decision-making processes. This includes collaboration with non-governmental organizations, as well as civil society. 

The transparency of the organization is dependent on whether the organization provides sufficient information to allow outsiders to understand its decision-making processes and hold it accountable. UNESCO publishes a significant amount of information about its activities and decision-making processes. However, there can be room for improvement in providing detailed data on its finances and the impact of its projects. 

Fourthly, UNESCO is accountable to its member states and stakeholders through its General Conference and Executive Board. It is further subject to periodic audits and evaluations to ensure proper use of resources and effectiveness of its programs. UNESCO holds itself accountable as a legitimate global organization by upholding its mission through adherence to international laws and conventions, promoting transparency, and engaging in democratic decision-making processes with its member states. Criticisms include challenges in implementing initiatives effectively and ensuring all member states adhere to shared goals. Additionally, geopolitical pressures may influence its work. Nonetheless, UNESCO's continuous efforts to improve accountability and transparency demonstrate its commitment to maintaining legitimacy on the global stage. 

UNESCO strives to adhere to democratic decision-making processes, with member states represented in its General Conference, which allows all member states to participate in decision-making, and the Executive Board, which manages policies and programs. These bodies allow for broad participation and fair decision-making by including input from a diverse set of stakeholders. It facilitates the enhancement of democracy since the decision-making process involves deliberation and expert consultation, especially in its scientific, cultural, and educational work. For instance, decisions related to heritage sites are made through a participatory process involving local and national governments. 

Finally, there is a reasonable comparative benefit because UNESCO's mission to preserve cultural heritage, promote education, and advance science has resulted in significant global effects. Its World Heritage Site designation has helped to safeguard various historical and cultural assets, while its educational activities have increased global access to quality education. UNESCO also evaluates its initiatives and programs to determine their effectiveness. For example, the Education for Sustainable Development initiative tracks its impact on communities around the world. As a promoter of distributive justice, UNESCO prioritizes equitable access to education, science, and culture across different regions, often focusing on underprivileged or marginalized populations. Its Global Education Monitoring Report assesses progress and highlights disparities in education. 

Overall, UNESCO meets Keohane's criteria for legitimacy, while there are areas where it might improve. UNESCO can benefit from making more of its data and reports easily accessible to the public, including detailed information on projects, initiatives, and their outcomes, detailed financial reports, disclosure of funding sources, translating important documents into multiple languages to ensure broader accessibility and more.  By focusing on these areas, UNESCO can increase its transparency and offer more information about its impacts, thereby enhancing its credibility and effectiveness as an international organization. Nonetheless, it is a renowned and prominent organization inside the UN system.














Question 2

Two important theories of international relations that offer opposing viewpoints on the workings of world politics are constructivism and realism. Realism is characterized by an emphasis on state action motivated by self-interest and the dynamics of power. It argues that nations prioritize their own security and survival. Constructivism emphasizes the role of ideas, beliefs, and social constructs in influencing state action and the international system. 
The premise of realism, sometimes referred to as statism and individualism, is that states are the sole players in politics. Similarly, Constructivism acknowledges that states are important, but it emphasizes how their actions are influenced by ideas, beliefs, and social norms.

Importance of Power

Realism places a high emphasis on the importance of power in international relations. Realists believe that states are the primary actors in the international system and are inherently self-interested, seeking to maximize their power and security. It is often associated with a competitive and conflict-driven view of international relations, where states are in constant competition for power and influence. The balance of power dynamics during the Cold War is a classic example of realism in action. Realism regards the international order as anarchic, with states forced to fend for themselves in a never-ending struggle for power and survival. The Cold War is a classic example of realism in action. The United States and the Soviet Union were the two superpowers vying for dominance and influence in a bipolar international system. Their rivalry led to various proxy wars, arms races, and strategic alliances around the world. Furthermore, China's increasing economic and military power has shifted the global power balance. From a realist perspective, this is a threat to the existing international order, which gives rise to the expectation of potential confrontations between the United States and China as they compete for dominance.

Constructivism focuses less on the material aspects of power. It does not deny the importance of power dynamics but instead, it focuses on how power is understood and legitimized through shared beliefs and social structures. Power is seen as a product of shared meanings and collective understandings rather than just military or economic capabilities. Constructivism can be applied to the formation and development of the European Union (EU). The founding principles of the EU were economic cooperation, democracy, and respect for human rights. The EU sets policies and practices based on common values and standards, which gives it influence over member states that extends beyond traditional power relations. By rejecting traditional power politics, this constructivist approach to regional integration has resulted in peaceful and cooperative relations among member countries. 

Under constructivism, the international system is seen, not in an anarchic way, but as a social construct that can change over time as ideas and identities evolve. The rise of human rights as a key international norm is an example of constructivism. Over the past several decades, states and international organizations have increasingly adopted human rights standards and practices, influencing international relations and state behavior. In addition, international cooperation on climate change, such as the Paris Agreement of 2015, can be seen through a Constructivist lens. Shared norms and a collective understanding of the importance of addressing climate change have led to coordinated efforts among states, despite their different interests and levels of power. 

In his publication entitled, “Explaining War: A Comparison of Realism and Constructivism”, Ksawery Lisinski outlines how realism may be deemed oversimplified in comparison to constructivism. He stated that “… ideas, rather than political cynicism” were the driving force behind the biggest wars in history, stating that, 

“The conquests of Alexander the Great, Julius Cesar and Napoleon may be perceived as embodiments of the same cultural legacy and yet, it would be an oversimplification; it is necessary to place those leaders in the context of history, for it happens that some of them were actually devoted ideologists – like Hitler, Lenin, Mussolini, Mark Aurelius or even Charles the Great.” (Lisinski, 2012) 

Constructivism's advantage, therefore, is that it focuses on social variables and emphasizes the relevance of context, which is ignored by realism. Lisinski argues that it should consequently be praised for its accuracy. 

In summary, both Realism and Constructivism offer valuable insights into the behavior of states and the international system. However, they differ significantly in their emphasis on power dynamics and the role of social constructs. Realism provides a pragmatic approach focusing on state interests and power, while Constructivism emphasizes the transformative power of ideas, beliefs, and social norms in shaping global politics.






























Question 3

[bookmark: OLE_LINK22][bookmark: OLE_LINK23]The concept of human rights has undergone significant evolution from the 19th century to the 20th century, particularly leading up to the Cold War. This period saw major shifts in how human rights were perceived, protected, and institutionalized on the world stage. 

19th Century

The 19th century saw the rise of the concept of "natural rights" rooted in Enlightenment thought, particularly through the influence of philosophers like John Locke and Jean-Jacques Rousseau. These ideas emphasized the inherent rights of individuals, such as life, liberty, and property.

John Locke, and Jean-Jacques Rousseau, philosophers from the 17th and 18th century, were influential men whose ideas played a significant role in the evolution of the concept of human rights, especially in the 19th century. 

Locke’s ideas laid the groundwork for concepts of individual rights and freedoms that later became central to modern political philosophy. They also influenced the development of democratic institutions and the protection of human rights. His emphasis on individual rights and government accountability became foundational for the American and French revolutions. While Rousseau's ideas were more focused on collective rights and the general will, they also contributed to the broader discourse on human rights and the relationship between individuals and the state. 

The concept of human rights evolved during this period, particularly with the abolition of slavery, the expansion of civil liberties, and the recognition of workers' rights. 


20th Century

 The early 20th century was marked by significant conflicts such as the World Wars. The atrocities committed during these wars, particularly the Holocaust during World War II, highlighted the need for a global framework to protect human rights and prevent such events from occurring in the future. As a result, international organizations and legal frameworks were established to protect human rights around the world. The League of Nations was established in 1919 after World War I, aimed at promoting peace and cooperation. Although it had limited success in directly addressing human rights, it laid the foundation for future international organizations.

The United Nations (UN) was created in 1945 to promote peace, security, and human rights. The United Nations Charter includes a commitment to global human rights preservation and advancement. Its formation and its several specialized organizations encouraged international cooperation to solve human rights issues and avoid future tragedies. 

Although the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan were both implemented in the twentieth century (rather than the 19th), they had a significant impact on the formation of the concept of human rights and international relations in general.

In 1947, President Harry S. Truman announced the Truman Doctrine. It was a policy aimed at containing the spread of communism by providing political, military, and economic assistance to countries threatened by it. The doctrine was initially focused on supporting Greece and Turkey, but its impact was felt globally. Later, the Marshall Plan, or the European Recovery Program, was an initiative launched by the United States in 1948 to aid Western European countries in rebuilding their economies after World War II. It provided financial and technical assistance to support economic recovery and prevent the spread of communism. The Marshall Plan encouraged cooperation between European countries and the United States, promoting a spirit of collaboration that would eventually lead to the establishment of international organizations dedicated to human rights, such as the United Nations.

In response to the horrors of World War II, the United Nations adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) in 1948. This landmark document outlined a comprehensive set of rights for all individuals, including civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights.

Following the UDHR, two key international human rights covenants were adopted: the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, in 1966. These covenants, along with the UDHR, formed the International Bill of Human Rights.

Finally, the Cold War period influenced the human rights agenda, as different ideological blocs (Western and Eastern) emphasized different aspects of human rights. Western countries focused on civil and political rights, while Eastern bloc countries emphasized economic and social right, impacting upon and furthering international human rights discourse during this period. 
In conclusion, the evolution of human rights over the 19th and 20th centuries saw a transition from personal rights based on natural law to an all-encompassing global structure that sought to defend all aspects of human rights. Influential thinkers such as Locke and Rousseau laid the groundwork for modern concepts of individual and collective rights, while the tragedies of World Wars fueled global efforts to establish legal frameworks and organizations like the United Nations to protect human rights on a global scale. Initiatives such as the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan aided the advancement of human rights by encouraging democracy and economic stability. The adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Bill of Human Rights signified a crucial step toward institutionalizing human rights protection worldwide. This journey reflects a continuous commitment to evolving and strengthening the international human rights agenda.
