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	Credits 
	20 
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	None 

	DBS Check 
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AIM(S) 

· To develop students' critical understanding and practical skills in social research methodologies appropriate to their programme of study, enabling them to design, implement, and evaluate research projects while adhering to ethical principles. 

· To foster students' ability to critically analyse and apply various research methods, appreciate the limitations of empirical research, and develop competencies as both researchers in practice and readers of research within the social research framework. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to: 
 
· critically evaluate and analyse research methodologies relevant to their programme of study, including their strengths and weaknesses; 

· critically analyse the role of research ethics and reflection when carrying out research in a range of contexts appropriate to the student’s programme of study; 

· demonstrate a critical understanding of a range of data collection methods, including participatory methods.
 

INDICATIVE CONTENT 
 
· An exploration of the various theories and philosophy of qualitative and quantitative research methodology relevant to the programme of study, including their function, usefulness and limitations.

· An overview and analysis of data collection methods.

· An evaluation of the suitability of research methodologies and methods in the context of the student’s programme of study.

· In-depth exploration of ethical considerations in planning and undertaking research within the settings that are associated with the student’s programme of study.

· An exploration of the principles and practices of participatory research methodologies and methods appropriate to the student’s programme of study.

· Examining data – for example validity, reliability, trustworthiness, generalisations and bias.
· A consideration of the methods of data analysis. 

· The role of reflective practice for developing self and professional practice – including an analysis of action research as a methodology as an extension of practice.   
 
Study Time Allocation 
 
The study time for the module is divided as follows: 
 
	Activity type 
	Hours 
	Percentage 

	Scheduled learning 
	30 
	15% 

	Independent learning 
	170 
	85% 

	Placement learning 
	 
	 

	TOTAL 
	200 
	100% 


 
ASSESSMENT 
 
Assessment Component 1 

	​​☐​ 
	Written exam 
	​​☒​ 
	Coursework 
	​​☐​ 
	Practical 


 
	Mode of assessment 
	Volume 
	Weighting 

	Portfolio 
	Maximum 6 elements (Equivalent of 4000 words)
	100% 


 
Assessment Summary 
	Activity type 
	Percentage 

	Written exam 
	 

	Coursework 
	100% 

	Practical 
	 

	TOTAL 
	100% 


 
Professional, Statutory and regulatory Body (PSRB), explanatory statements:     
 
Early Years: This module evidences aspects of the National Occupational Standards for Children’s Care, Learning and Development Knowledge and Understanding criteria and is mapped to SCW National Occupational Standards for leadership and management criteria.  
 
This module aligns to the ECSDN Early Childhood Graduate Practitioner Competencies and the QAA Frameworks for Higher Education Qualifications of UK Degree-Awarding Bodies November 2014 and the QAA Subject Benchmark Statement for Early Childhood Studies 2019.  
 
Young People, Communities and Youth Work: This module evidences aspects of the Youth Work National Occupational Standards and is part of a degree programme which is professionally endorsed by ETS Cymru.   
 




 
INDICATIVE READING LIST 
 
	Module Code 
	ECYW5007

	Module Title 
	Applied Social and Educational Research 

	Classification 
	Reading List entry 
	Electronic* 

	Essential 
	Alderson, P. & Morrow, V. (2011) The ethics of research with children and young people: a practical handbook London: SAGE. 
	​​☒​ 
 

	Essential 
	Bell, J. and Waters, S. (2018) Doing your research project : a guide for first-time researchers 
 7th edition., London :, Open University Press McGraw-Hill Education.  
	​​☒​ 

	Essential 
	Cohen, L., Manion, L. Morrison, K.,(2018) Research methods in education. 8th ed London ; New York : 
	​​☒​ 
 

	Essential 
	Denscombe, M. (2021)  The good research guide: for small-scale social research projects. Maidenhead, England: McGraw-Hill/Open University Press. 
	​​☒​ 

	Essential 
	Durham University, (2012). Community-Based Participatory research: A guide to ethical principles and practice. University of Durham: Centre for Social Justice and Community Action. Available at https://www.dur.ac.uk/beacon/socialjustice/ethic-s_consultation/      
	​​☒​ 
 

	Further 
	British Education Research Association (2024) Ethical Guidelines for Research Available at: Ethical Guidelines for Educational Research, fifth edition (2024) | BERA  (Accessed: 21/10/24) 
	​​☒​ 

	Further 
	UWTSD (2024) Research Integrity and Ethics | University of Wales Trinity Saint David 
	​​☒​ 



