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Briefing Paper
This briefing paper has been written with Early Years Practitioners in mind. The aim to provide information relating to the UNCRC and how we must adhere to the articles.
The paired presentation scenario used in assignment one will be used to referenced and as an example. The scenario is of a Child A coming from a broken abusive home, having moved away from family and friends. 

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a legally binding international agreement setting out the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights of every child, regardless of their race, religion or abilities (savethechildren.org.uk)
The UNCRC comprises of 54 articles that set out childrens’ rights and how governments should cooperate to make them accessible to all children. 
Under the conditions of the convention, governments are required to meet childrens’ essential needs and assist them with meeting their potential. Integral to this is the affirmation that each child has basic rights.
Wales was the first reverted organization of the UK to join the UNCRC in enactment through the 'Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011. This tries to reinforce on the rights based methodology of the Welsh Government to approach making for children. The Measure puts an obligation on the Welsh Ministers to have due respect to determined rights under the UNCRC and its discretionary conventions.

Article 3 – Best interest of the child. This means that any decisions made must have the best interest of the child as priority. (UNICEF)
1. According to the Foundation Phase, practitioners must understand how children develop and best learn in order to plan an appropriate curriculum (welsh Government, 2015).
By understanding the ways in which each individual child is able to learn this gives the practitioners a clearer understanding of what stage the child is working at and their next stage. Whilst also being able to appropriately plan activities that will meet the needs of the child.
2. It is important that communication between multiagencies and organisations are clear and precise. Through miscommunication it is possible that errors will occur and in extreme cases can be detrimental to the well-being of the child.
3. Practitioners are able to meet the best interests of the child by supporting each other through sharing the correct information. One way this is achieved is by correctly observing the child and their development and ensuring any concern is shared with the relevant people, in order to ensure the decisions made on behalf of the child are always made with the childs best interest at heart.
Article 12 – Respect the views, feelings and wishes of the child. (Childrenandbusiness.org)
1. The key rule of including children in choices that influence their own lives, as portrayed inside Article 12, is normal and proof affirms that training and childrens administrations arrangement producers and experts broadly bolster the rule of children and young peoples’ voice.
2. Practitioners should respect the opinions the child has on any matter that will affect him or her. This can be implemented by firstly listening to what they have to say and what they would like to happen with the information given. The practitioner should keep in mind Article 3.
3. Maria Montessori believed that children should have choices and be allowed to learn by using a hands on approach. She believed this prepared the child to be an independent thinker (Tubaki, and Matusushi, 2008, P.2)
Article 19- Protection from abuse and neglect.  Protect the child from all forms of maltreatment by parents or others responsible for the child’s care and shall establish appropriate social programmes for the prevention of abuse and the treatment of victims. (childrenandbusiness.org)
1. Children who have encountered brutality are bound to show wellbeing and conduct issues, incorporating issues with their weight, their eating and sleep, as they become older. The equivalent is frequently valid for small children who have seen viciousness. 
One of the initial steps to shielding children from brutality is perceiving those in danger. Hazard factors in families incorporate financial pressure, frequently intensified by medication misuse. Those destined to come into contact with children, including restorative staff and wellbeing laborers, must be delicate to the indications of violence. More extensively, viciousness against children and, specifically, viciousness inside the family should be commonly perceived by society as a genuine rights misuse. (UNICEF)
2. Practitioners need to be aware of the policies and procedures set by the setting to ensure they are following the correct path when dealing with an issue like this. It is important that we are certain of the multiagencies to be in contact with in order to ensure the child is receiving the correct care for such a sensitive matter, again maintaining the previous 2 articles.
Article 28- The right to an education.
1. The 1990 World Declaration on Education for All portrayed training as comprising of fundamental learning apparatuses, for example, proficiency, numeracy and critical thinking joined with information, aptitudes, qualities and mentalities required by people to endure, create potential, to improve the nature of their lives, to settle on educated choices and to keep learning. (UNICEF)
2. Practitioner have the privilege of providing a number of children with the tools to learn in the way that is best suited to the individual child. To assist the children in their educational journey. As a practitioner it is important to use the knowledge gained and follow the guidelines’ of the foundation phase to encourage and engage with the children to give them the best possible education, and to be flexible with the planning to ensure all children have the same learning opportunity regardless of their ability.
3. Practitioners must incorporate education and numeracy as well as fundamental abilities, for example, the capacity to settle on well-adjusted choices; to determine clashes in a non‑violent way; and to build up a healthy way of life, great social connections and obligation, basic reasoning, imaginative gifts, and different capacities which give children the apparatuses needed to seek their choices throughout everyday life. (UNICEF)

Conclusion- In conclusion, as stated in these acts as well as the other 50 acts by the UNCRC the right of the child are paramount. They deserve to be treated as human beings with feelings, emotions and opinions and to be protected from harm at all times. Practitioners have a duty of care to the children that goes above and beyond the focused task within the classroom. It is important that practitioners continue to educate children whilst implementing the Foundation Phase Framework and following the National framework and requirements.
 Practitioners are in a position that mean they are a large part of childrens lives which means being aware of the UNCRC articles and ensuring the articles are being adhered to. To ensure that they understand and follow legislations such as All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008.




Briefing paper reference list:

A Children’s Rights Approach to Education in Wales (no date).  https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/resources/childrens-rights-approach/childrens-rights-approach-education-wales/ [Accessed 26/10/19].

All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008 (2014). http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/policy-document/wales-child-protection-procedures-2008/ [Accessed 27/10/19].

Children’s Rights Scheme 2014. http://www.assembly.wales/Laid%20Documents/GEN-LD9732%20-%20Children%27s%20Rights%20Scheme%202014-22042014-255569/gen-ld9732-e-English.pdf [Accessed 26/10/19].

Convention on the Rights of the Child (2019). https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/our-human-rights-work/monitoring-and-promoting-un-treaties/convention-rights-child [Accessed 28/10/19].

Early Years (2014). http://www.childreninwales.org.uk/our-work/early-years/ [Accessed 26/10/19].

Save the Children (no date). https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/?cid=pse-gp_A17038001-go_0018B98797FQ&ppc=true&matchtype=e&s_keyword=save%20the%20children&adposition=1t1&gclsrc=aw.ds&ds_rl=1247704&ppc=true&matchtype=e&s_keyword=save%20the%20children&adposition=1t1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIoPe2p5nC5QIVwcjeCh1vLAqGEAAYASAAEgLml_D_BwE  [Accessed 27/10/19].

Student Voice (no date). https://www.nasuwt.org.uk/uploads/assets/uploaded/918afd4a-1c6a-4b21-a1886844969183a5.pdf [Accessed 26/10/19]

The Borgen Project (no date). https://borgenproject.org/children-around-the-world/ [Accessed 24/10/19].

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (no date). https://downloads.unicef.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2010/05/UNCRC_united_nations_convention_on_the_rights_of_the_child.pdf [Accessed 25/10/19].

Tubaki, M and Matsuishi, T. (2008) On The Pedagogical Theory of Maria Montessori. https://www.researchgate.net/publication/283906745_On_the_Pedagogical_Theory_of_Maria_Montessori [Accessed 27/10/19].

Unicef (2006). Implementing Child Rights in Early Childhood. P.13-17.  https://www.unicef.org/earlychildhood/files/Guide_to_GC7.pdf [Accessed 27/10/19].

Unicef (no date). The Right to an Education. https://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/the-right-to-education/ [Accessed 28/10/19].

Unicef (2015). Summary of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. https://childrenandbusiness.org/the-principles/summary-of-the-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child/ [ Accessed 27/10/19].

United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child (2016). [Video] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TFMqTDIYI2U [Accessed 27/10/19].

Welsh Assembly Government (2009). Getting it right 2009. P.3-7. https://dera.ioe.ac.uk/10867/1/091117gettingitrighten.pdf [Accessed 25/10/19].







Reference list for paired presentation.

https://www.assembly.wales/Laid%20Documents/GEN-LD9732%20-%20children%27s%20Rights%20scheme%202014-22042014-22042014-255569/gen-1d9732-c-English.pdf  
[Accessed 19/10/19].

Childrens Rights, (no date). https://www.childrensrights.ie/childrens-rights-ireland/un-convention-rights-child {Accessed 18/10/19].

Getting it right, (no date). https://dera.ioe.ac.uk/10867/1/091117gettingitrighten.pdf [Accessed 19/10/19].

Gov.uk, (2011). https://www.legislation.gov.uk/mwa/2011/2/contents [Accessed 20/10/19].

Save the children, (no date). https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/what-we-do/childrens-rights/united.nations-convention-of -the-rights-of-the-child. [Accessed 20/10/19].

[bookmark: _GoBack]School of Social Sciences, Education and Social Work at Queens University Belfast, (2016). United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child [Video]. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TfmqTDIYI2U [Accessed 20/10/19].

UNCRC Childrens rights. https://www.childcomwales.org.uk/uncrc-childrens-rights/ [Accessed 19/10/19].

UNCRC Monitoring (no date). https://www.childreninwales.org.uk/our-work/rights/wales-uncrc-monitoring-group/ [Accessed 19/10/19].

UNCRC History (2009) [video] https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bACQN4xFxiM [Accessed 20/10/19].






