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MODULE HANDBOOK
Module aims

‘Medieval England’ is designed to cover a broader period of history, and to demonstrate change across time. It aims:

· To inform students of the main themes and aspects of medieval English history between the reigns of Edward the Confessor and Richard II;
· To enable students to understand and evaluate various developments in medieval England over a broad chronological period;
· To enable students to understand and apply concepts of change and continuity, similarity and difference to aspects of medieval English History between 1042 and 1399. 
Module objectives
The module examines a period of 350 years in which England was brought, through conquest, politics and social exchange from the accession of Edward the Confessor to the reign and deposition of Richard II. Beginning with the historical controversy surrounding the impact of the Norman Conquest, we will trace the development of English identity in the following centuries. We will examine: the evolution of political, legal and cultural systems in England across the period; the achievements and impact of individual monarchs; the creation of empire and early colonialism; and follow the fluctuating fortunes of her foreign campaigns in France, Scotland, Wales and Ireland. 
Learning outcomes

By the end of this module students should be able to:  
· Demonstrate a broad knowledge and understanding of medieval England from 1042 to 1399 
· Demonstrate a knowledge and understanding of political, social and cultural and change and continuity across the period
· Demonstrate a critical understanding of the relevant historiographical arguments and debates underpinning our interpretation of this period in European history
· Demonstrate an ability to engage with different types of source material from the period 

Help and advice

The module tutor for ‘Medieval England’ is Harriett Webster. If there are any questions please do not hesitate to ask me either after a session, or contact me via email (h.webster@uwtsd.ac.uk). Alternatively, details of my office hours are posted on my door, and generally I am available to see you unless otherwise engaged. 
Teaching and Learning

The module is taught primarily through lectures and seminars, and attendance is compulsory. The importance of absorbing the wide range of material and debates, including the broad themes of the module, will be especially relevant when approaching the examination element. Supporting materials will be provided on Moodle, so please ensure you regularly check the site. You will need to prepare for essays as well as reading for each class throughout the module in order to gain the necessary overview of the period and subject.
Sessions are three hours long. The first two hours will take the form of interactive seminars  intended to help you draw together the ideas and themes explored during the module. To prepare for these, please read your lecture notes, the recommended reading for the session, and any additional supporting materials I provide. Think about the questions and issues I provide you with as you prepare. I expect everyone to contribute towards these sessions. The final hour of each session will be a more traditional lecture, setting up the topics for debate the following week.
Assessment

Course work
(50%)

One essay of 2500 words 

Examination
(50%)

One two hour exam paper

ESSAY QUESTIONS
Essays are due on 9 March 2018
1. 
How complete was the Norman conquest and colonisation of England by 1100?

2
To what extent was the reign of Henry I a turning point in English history? 

3
Why did the Kings of England (1066 – 1154) found, or encourage the foundation of, so many monasteries? 

4
In what ways did King Stephen’s reign provide a contrast to the reigns of his predecessor and successor?
SESSIONS

The timetable is as follows:

Thursday 3-6 pm Arts 01
Week 1: 

Part A (2 hrs) – Introduction to the course; structure, themes and chronology
Part B (1 hr) – Anglo-Saxon England: Lecture

Week 2: 

Part A (2 hrs) – Anglo-Saxon England

Part B (1 hr) – Norman England: Lecture

Week 3:  

Part A (2 hrs) – Workshop: the Bayeux Tapestry and Domesday

Part B (1 hr) – Henry I: Lecture

Week 4: 

Part A (2 hrs) – Workshop: The Justice of Kings

Part  B (1 hr) – King Stephen: Lecture

Week 5:

READING WEEK 

Week 6: 

Part A (2 hrs) – Workshop: Anarchy or Stability?: Civil War and Monastic Expansion

Part B (1 hr) – Henry II: Lecture

Week 7: 

Part A (2 hrs) – Workshop: Church vs State

Part B (1 hr) – Richard and John: Lecture 

Week 8: 

Part A (2 hrs) – Workshop: Magna Carta
Part B (1 hr) – Henry III: Lecture 
Week 9: 

Part A (2 hrs) – Workshop: Magna Carta

Part B (1 hr) – Edward I: Lecture
EASTER BREAK

Week 10: 

Part A (2 hrs) – Workshop: The Long Thirteenth Century
Part B (1 hr) – The last Plantagenets: Lecture
Week 11: 
Session A (2 hrs) – Workshop: the Hundred Years War and Plantagenet legacy
Session B (1 hr) – Exam Revision
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