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The Irish Republican Army  is a revolutionary group made in 1919, in order to form an independent and nationalistic Ireland turned terrorist and over its existence has been well renown for targeting British countries in an effort to remove British rule Frome Ireland and later in an effort to remove British troops and British rule over Northern Ireland. These attacks primarily consisted of guerrilla warfare strategy which involves quick and well planned assaults, and low attrition e.g. bombings targets as well as raids. The key issue with these raids though is that they often seem to involve attacking both military and civilian targets, which of course can involve attacking forms of transportation or highly populated urban environments as well as monuments or events where a lot of people go as well as the assassinating political figures. (Arthurs 2019)

The definition of a terrorist or a terrorist attack is when an organisation or an individual uses terror to spread influence of their ideals this can range from killing such as members of the public military of politicians, or causing immense property damage using weapons such as vehicles bombs or guns. These ideals can be religiously motivated of motivated from a government ideology such as Fascistic/ National socialist as well as Communist or in terms of Faith Islamic terrorism. (Gov UK No date)

The history of the Provisional Irish Republican army stretches all the way back to 1919 and was made in an effort to rid of British Imperial rule and influence from Ireland, the first main leader of the Irish Republican army was Michael Collins a man well known for his swift and well organised guerrilla attacks on British supplies and intel gathering on British intelligence agents as well as gaining much insight on British tactics and soldiers such as the renown Black and Tans. However, the leader of the IRA was killed by anti-treaty Irishmen due to his acceptance to make Ireland an independent Dominion under the British Empire. (Meyers No date) One such event that sparked popular support for the terror organisation was the tragedy of the 1920s Bloody Sunday incident one of 2 incidents that happened to the Irish by the British in history. The key reason that this sparked popular support was due to the British soldiers indiscriminately firing into the crowds of men women and children in an Irish stadium leading to many innocents of these innocent people being killed. (BBC NEWS 2020) Later on in the Irish Republicans history they would move from being a revolutionary group but instead would become a terrorist organisation dedicated to removing British influence from the Ireland this of course would done through fear and Guerrilla tactics such as bombing locations such as the British military or where people would be like city centres or an event that a lot of people would be attending e.g. Remembrance day.

One main leader of the Provisional Irish Republican army was Kevin McKenna, and he was one of the longest serving leaders within the Republican army. Kevin McKenna was also an instrumental part of how the Irish Republican army managed to get many of their supplies e.g. guns and ammo and bombs as well as being a key reason as to why many civilians died when leading his men one such example would be the Enniskillen Remembrance  day bombing and was overall a very militaristic leader when planning his attack. (Campbell 2019) this terror attack took place on remembrance Sunday which is an event made in order to respect the fallen of the World Wars and involved an unknown IRA terrorist planting a bomb at the memorial Killing 12 people one of which would die in a coma years later, this of course would go on to affect the people who were victims of the attack giving many of the people life long injuries as well as giving many people who were at the event PTSD due to the severity and danger of the attack as well making many people fearful of what could happen to them when attending such important and respectful events. (Cullen and Fitzpatrick 2017) However not every member of the Irish Republican army at this time was a part of the terrorist attacks one such member had a more diplomatic approach towards the Republican army’s approach as such this leader was named Martin McGuiness and he was an influential role for the Good Friday agreement however it should be mentioned that in 1973 he would be imprisoned for 6 months due to transporting a large amount of illegal weapons such as explosives and explosive ammunition but would be later known for his secret talks with the British government for dealing with the issue with issues with the IRA and Belfast which would later lead to Martin McGuiness forming a coalition government with Northern Ireland. (Kellner No date)

The main inspiration of their ideology is Militaristic Nationalism, this is evident with the way they conduct their activities as well as what they seek to accomplish. One major example that could be stated for their militarism is how they conduct their attacks such as using professional hit and run tactics as well as well as their use of military style marches/ drills throughout Ireland alongside wearing a form of military style appear for their members when conducting their attacks in the open. As for the IRA being nationalistic it is evident as they seek to restore Ireland as a unified state as opposed to a divided North and a Republic as well as the IRA seeking to bring back most of their forgotten culture e.g. their language known as Irish Gaelic. BBC 2019) 

The main strategy of the Provisional Irish Republican army in history as well as the modern day has always been the strategy of gorilla warfare and in summary this strategy relies on all resources being dedicated to small non lengthy very organised hard hitting attacks that avoid attrition, the reason for this being is that the IRA simply did not and still does not have the man power nor the resources to handle large scale conflicts against the British army. These tactics can involve ambushing supply lines important figures or just rivals, this is mainly done by setting up what is essentially gun line on a road that the target is driving down and then proceeding to fire at the target. This can also be done by planting bombs in strategic locations or in cities it should also be stated that these supplies are often smuggled in from the United States and Europe (Joye 2020). One such example takes place in the year 1939 where Irish Republican terrorists planted a bomb in Coventry city centre this in many ways shows that the Irish republican army were terrorist even before the modern day this is due to this attack not taking place in a war like the Irish war of independence as well as this bomb being planted in a location where a lot of civilians and property were obviously present proving the intent to cause as much property damage and killing as possible in a single explosion. Also according to the man who claimed to plant the bomb “Joby’O Sullivan” stated that the intent was to blow up the police station not the shop, this of course still would prove terrorism as the bomb is designed to cause as much property damage and death as possible in a single explosion. (Scott 2014) 





One of the main reasons the Irish Republican army managed to gain much support from the Irish was due to the Bloody Sunday disasters of 1920 and 1972, where innocent protester of British rule over Ireland were killed as the British army proceeded to fire into the crowd. Ofcourse this lead many Irish people to see the British as a threat seeing as a protest could lead to them being shot. This also led to mass arrests where the British army and the Belfast Police would arrest many of the protesters both violent and nonviolent without a trial leading to many innocent Irish men and women going to prison without actually breaking the law. (BBC 2019) The Irish Republican army did not only get its support from Irish men and women but also those from North Africa one such major supporter would be Colonel Gaddafi and the reason for Colonel Gaddafi’s support was due to his hatred of British Imperialism over Africa as well as many parts of the world therefore seeing the Irish Republican army as comrades in arms due to their shared hatred of the British nation. The supplies that Colonel Gaddafi sent over to the Irish Republican army would be modern machine guns and rifles as well as modern grenades alongside mortars. (BBC 2011)

However later on in the Irish republican army’s existence the attacks would become far more ferocious, such as the attack involving two bombs being planted in Birmingham city centre one of course being planted in a pub leading to 220 people being injured and 11 people being killed after the explosion. The other bomb was planted within the city centre leading to a further 10 people dying leading to in total 21 deaths, prior to the attack there was a warning by the terrorists that the attack was going to happen and that the city centre was going to be bombed however, this would still be considered a terror attack as this involves obvious intent to cause major property damage to the area as well as the very high chance to kill including this being a political attack from the Irish Republican army.(BBC 2020) another such example of the damage caused by the Irish Republican army is when they tried to destroy ST Ethelburga’s Church built in medieval period in 1250 showing that the Irish Republican army is willing to destroy great works from history in order to get their point of view across to the public as well as the government of which the church was not destroyed but very damaged as a result of the terrorist attack. (Bates 2002) Another such example where an attacked happen in 1970 near a School in Londonderry was when there was a warzone near the school leading to the school almost being hit by mortar fire now it is not exactly known who fired the mortar but in the 1970s the Irish Republican army did adopt the strategy of superior firepower which involves the use of heavy mortar strikes on strategic locations in order to cause more damage to the people and property they wanted to attack. (Doran 2018) An attack the Irish Republican army would conduct against British troops in Ireland would be the Ballygawley bus bombing where the Irish Republican army would bomb a bus that killed eight British soldiers as well as fatally injure another soldier leading to him loosing five and a half pints of blood. This is a major example of what the Irish Republicans attack strategy killing soldiers using bombs that are planted and once again proving their terrorist intent as the IRA is attacking soldiers their nation is not at war with as well as their goal being to remove British soldiers from Ireland. (McNeilly 2019)
Another reason that the Irish Republican army is considered a terrorist organisation is the use of executions within their ranks, as these executions are often used to ensure loyalty within their organisation. These executions are often done to people who are spies within their ranks or are people who betray the Irish Republican army it should also be stated, that these executions often involve the IRA visiting the victims house and then shooting them until their dead I was also common for grenades to be used on the persons home as well causing much distress in the area. (Rowan 2010) speaking of which the Irish Republican army was also well known to use grenade based weapons such as the grenade launcher and this was commonly used in order to take out British observation posts by IRA guerrilla forces as well as being used against the soldiers small skirmish fights against British soldiers this was also not limited to grenade launchers as RPGS were also used again British observation posts as well as military vehicles within Norther Ireland. (Campbell 2019)  The Irish Republican army was not only known for attacking British military assets and civilians but was also known for their assassinations and their assassination attempts on British as well as some Irish politicians one such example was Lord Mountbatten who was assassinated when fishing with his family when visiting Ireland, this assassination happen by the Republican army planting a bomb on Lord Mountbatten’s boat killing him as well as his children this assassination also took place in 1979 . These styles of attacks were often done to either done to undermine the British or to prevent certain politicians from undermine the Republicans armies’ activities. (Petter 2020) Lastly the Irish Republican army was also known for entering unionist homes and shooting the residents of that home, one such example would be Kenneth Campbell a care taker as well as Reverend Robert Bradford who were shot by a sub machine gun used by the Republican army who snuck into the building this would of course be done primarily to Irish Unionists in order to undermine their efforts in as well as cause fear in local communities of Protestant unionists. (Belfasttelegraph 2008)

In conclusion when it comes to the Irish Republican army being terrorists it can depend on what time period you discuss for example if you discuss the Irish Republican army in the Irish revolution in 1919 then you could say they were not terrorists as Republican army was fighting an official war against the British with a war goal that being an independent country as well as a unified country however, beyond this point after the war all the way up to the 1980s you can definitely state that the Irish Republican army became terrorists due to the activities involving them spreading their ideology through causing intense fear in the public as well as causing a lot of damage to property and their killing of many innocent people in Ireland Belfast and mainland United Kingdom in their goal of unifying Ireland. 
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