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Strategy    
Iran’s strategy for the Big Oil 8 conference will be based upon its position as an exporting country and aims to help stabilise the price of oil and therefore prevent a financial crisis by supporting stabilising foreign powers in Saudi Arabia and increasing its own exports as much as possible in the meantime in exchange for leniency with regards to the US’s reinstated sanctions upon Iran following its withdrawal from the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action for nuclear non-proliferation, and the cessation of all sanctions on oil production and export.  
Context
Sanctions have had a significant negative impact on Iran’s economy and have limited their oil exports, as mentioned in the country analysis. The U.S. have threatened sanctions on countries that continue to trade with Iran, and imposed a six month deadline. Ideally, Iran will abide by the limits upon nuclear proliferation set out in the 2015 JCPOA agreements in terms of nuclear non-proliferation, but all sanctions on oil production and export must be lifted, and in return Iran will provide tactical support in securing oil exports both from Saudi Arabia and domestic oil exports and provide any intelligence it possesses on ISIS to the international community, as well as offering humanitarian and military support to any proposed resolution on Venezuela. 
Iran sees this crisis as an opportunity to improve foreign relations and overcome past tensions, building trust in the country in order to improve living conditions and attempt to prevent violence domestically in order to ensure its own energy security and economy. As a country with a significant strategic geographical position, potential capacity for intelligence gathering in the region and to capacity to help ensure ease of transport via tanker, and a founding member of OPEC, Iran could prove to be an indispensable ally with the cooperation of the international community. The Supreme Leader does not have a limit on his term in office and can therefore be expected as far as is reasonable to be in his position long enough to fulfil the necessary actions.
Despite the fact that higher oil prices may prove to benefit Iran in the short term, offering a welcome higher income following the negative effects of sanctions, it is recognised that an economic crisis would likely further threaten energy security and living conditions in the country. Iran’s commitment to opposing ISIS forces and its ensuring domestic security mean that despite historical tensions with some of the concerned parties, an international resolution would likely ultimately be in the country’s interest. 
Although as a producing country Iran could easily sustain its own oil demands, fluctuating oil prices would decrease Iran’s ability to budget and make projections, leading to uncertainty and possible instability. Nationalised oil and gas companies mean that foreign investor’s confidence is not an issue in terms of this sector, but because natural resources constitute the majority of Iran’s public revenue, instability in the market could have significant detrimental effects on the economy, compounded by a lack of diversification and therefore a reliance on oil and gas exports.
International Relations
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Iran recognises that many of the representatives of the countries in question may be cautious about relations with the country due to its strained relationships with America and its allies. The United States’ power as a hegemon mean that its attitude towards Iran and threats towards countries who continue to trade are expected to have fairly significant effect[footnoteRef:1], although have thus far not been as effective as hoped. It is therefore prerequisite that Iran must form some grounds for negotiation with the U.S. and E.U. in order to feasibly form a coalition force which does not risk inflaming other international tensions. There is grounds for hope in terms of relations with the E.U., with Trump’s re-imposed sanctions drawing criticism from the European Council[footnoteRef:2]. [1:  Elham Kadkhodee and Zeinab Ghasemi Tari, "Otherising Iran In American Political Discourse: Case Study Of A Post-JCPOA Senate Hearing On Iran Sanctions", Third World Quarterly, 2018, 1-20 <https://doi.org/10.1080/01436597.2018.1513786>.]  [2:  Davenport, Kelsey. EU Moves to Block U.S. Iran Sanctions. Arms Control Today; Washington Vol. 48, Iss. 5,  (Jun 2018): 24-26. 2018.] 

The strategy following a failure in Iran-U.S.-E.U. relations would likely be that Iran’s role in international operations would be limited to efforts to protect domestic energy security and stability with no part in any international coalition force or agreement based thereupon. Conditionally, Iran still may agree to a resolution if its demands to curb sanctions are not met in entirety, but only if favourable alternative conditions are agreed upon. In this situation, Iran would passively support stabilising efforts in Venezuela but would not contribute to humanitarian or military peacekeeping efforts.
Iran is willing to re-establish diplomatic relations with the US for these negotiations and will comply with any and all nuclear facility inspection requests and will conditionally agree to modification of the regulations surrounding these inspections, but barriers to oil production and export must be lifted without delay.
Iran also recognises the tensions in its relationship with Saudi Arabia and is aware that an increased military presence in the region would likely be viewed as an act of war and further fuel the surrounding ‘cold war’[footnoteRef:3], increasing the risk of domestic instability. Therefore, Iran is only willing to provide support to a larger agreement supported by a multilateral coalition including (but not limited to) either Russia, China, or the US (or any combination of these powers) and will otherwise not act alone in the region except for usual domestic security measures. It is understood that the inclusion of Iran in any agreement may dissuade Saudi cooperation in negotiations, particularly in terms of military and intelligence operations, and in this eventuality Iran would attempt to negotiate a deal to lift oil sanctions in exchange for ensuring the security of the strait of Hormuz and the exchange of intelligence on ISIS but would not have an increase in military presence or intelligence gathering operations in Saudi Arabia. [3:  F. Gregory Gause III, Beyond Sectarianism: The New Middle East Cold War - BROOKINGS DOHA CENTER ANALYSIS PAPER, 11th edn, 2014 <https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/English-PDF-1.pdf>] 

Summary of Aims
In summary, Iran aims to secure its exports and avoid domestic instability, using the situation as leverage against sanctions. Low trust in the country stemming from a lack of transparency and possible suspicion of ulterior motives in the Middle Eastern political sphere may cause a worst case scenario for Iran in which a successful resolution cannot be passed and political and economic instability in the region prevails, turning Iran’s potentially strategic position into a precarious one indeed.
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