[bookmark: _Toc321147149][bookmark: _Toc318188227][bookmark: _Toc318188327][bookmark: _Toc318189312][bookmark: _Toc321147011]
[image: ]

Film Review: Children of Men
[bookmark: _Hlk535239917][bookmark: _Hlk534804267]Directed by- Alfonso Cuarón
Eilian Jones | HPRS6040 | January 2019

Children of men- film review.
[bookmark: _Hlk535238050]Children of Men (Universal Pictures, Strike Entertainment. Directed by Alfonso Cuarón, 2006)
Introduction.
 Few films are as relevant ten tears after its release however Children of Med defies that. Being part of the human annellation sector of apocalyptic pictures, Children of Men the beauty of the film lies not within the actors or their script, but the images, motifs and locations the film is based. With its real-life action and very little added graphics, Children of men can be seen to be one of the few pictures which has and will continue to transcend the era in which it was created. Today in 2019, the film is no less realistic today than in its original release in 2006. Grossing $69,959,751 worldwide and taking  (IMDb, 2006) worldwide the film gained notoriety by becoming 5th on the IMDb popularity list of 2006 placing higher than Zack Snyder’s 300 and Justin Lin’s The Fast and the Furious; Tokyo Drift (IMDb, 2006) both of which are critically acclaimed in popular culture.
Synopsis.
 Based in the year 2027, Children of men describes a world in the grips of a fertility crisis. With no children born in the last eighteen years the world is at a cataclysmic standstill. Theo Faron (Clive Owen) on of the main protagonists of the plot although a former political activist, lives a depressed life spiking his coffee with alcohol and working in a low-level government office job. That is until he is kidnapped by his ex-wife Julian (Julianne Moore) leader of the government deemed terrorist group named “The Fishes” asking for “transit papers” in order to smuggle an  After Julian’s untimely murder, Theo makes it his mission to carry out the task they had begun together helping Kee (Clare- Hope Ashitey) a pregnant African refugee get to The Human Project a rumoured organisation looking for the cure to humanity’s sterilisation issue. However, Theo does not make this mission out of vengeance for the death of his ex-wife, but in honour of her work. (Carrol, 2012)
Key Themes and symbolism.
Multiple themes and influences can be seen through the duration of the picture, however the key three that can be seen as running through the picture are religion, politics and prophesy or hope. In this section I will break down these three key components and provide examples of how they are brought to life through Cuarón’s vision.
Religion may not be the first thing that emerges in a viewer’s thoughts wen watching Children of Men, however when you begin to strip back layers of the film it can be seen that many references either directly or indirectly. Setting apart Children of Men from other works of Dystopian fiction this film does not reject Religion, nor does it make it the root cause of the issue, it uses religious references as a form of guiding the way for the characters journey.
The first example of this can be seen in the main protagonist’s name. Theo can be derived from two meanings, the first of which being a shortened version of the name Theodore meaning Devine Gift. (Anon., 2018) or as the Collins English Dictionary defines it God or a god. The word Theo itself is derived from the Greek word Theos. Typically in the New Testament of the Christian Bile, it is taken to mean the one true God, however it may also refer to false god’s and humans. Therefor the term must be taken with the extract in order to determine its definition. (Stewart, N/A)
[image: ]As we continue to look at Theo and religion the first scene where we see Theo have a form of messianic tendency can be seen at 48:54 where after running barefoot in the mud to save Kee from the corrupt members of the Fishes who had killed Julian, Japer Palmer (Michael Caine) a close friend of Theo’s provides a temporary safe haven for the group as they attempt to reach their destination. This can be seen as running parallel with many Old Testament references seen in Genesis, Judges, Samuel, Song of Solomon and Psalms (Anon., n.d.). The example from Genesis can be seen to contain a great significance within this scene with a direct reference to 18:2-5 which states;
“He looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and bowed down to the ground. 3 He said, “My lord, if I find favour with you, do not pass by your servant. 4 Let a little water be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. 5 Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So, they said, “Do as you have said.” (Genesis 18:2-5)
As the scene develops, we see Theo and his two companions Kee and Mary the midwife have also been provided with food and shelter by Jasper who can be seen as the servant providing food and shelter. Furtherly the sandals provided by Japer and the abandoning of the suit and tie provide symbolism of sort when considering Theo in essence is re-connecting with his roots of political activism. (Frames, 2016)
Kee can also be seem as one of the most significant characters when discussing religion, her name alone at the beginning of the film suggests that there is something more to this character than simply a girl wishing to avoid persecution, otherwise why would so many works so hard to get her to The Human Project.
35:52 (Children of Men, 2006)minutes in to the film where in a barn surrounded by cows and milking apparatus Kee reveals her pregnancy to Theo when she fears he will no longer help [image: ]her escape the persecution she would face in Britain by the hands of the right wing government due to her foreign status. In the following scene where The Fishes ae discussing what will happen next, Theo decides that Kee and her child must be protected. The similarities between this reveal and the story of Jesu’s birth are uncanny.[footnoteRef:1] Whether it be folk law or fact, many Christians believe Jesus was born in a barn or stable and placed in a manger, commonly known as an animal feeding trough[footnoteRef:2] (Webster, n.d.), therefor it is symbolic in a way that after the death of Julian and Theo’s turmoil that she reveals the pregnancy and he replies by saying “Jesus Christ” (Children of Men, 2006)  [1:  NRSV Luke Chapter 2 ]  [2:   a trough (see TROUGH sense 1a) or open box in a stable designed to hold feed or fodder for livestock] 
35:52

As a key pillar and theme of the film politics hits home, with the opening scenes depicting death, bombings and hopelessness its difficult not to picture what would happen if the world were to become in such a state with the current political climate not only within the United Kingdom but abroad also.  Immigration, border control and terrorism seem to dominate the headlines not only in the dystopian apocalyptic world of the film but in our own government also. These are some of the things that make this film so adaptable from the time in which it was created, the anticipation of the future and its politics is what makes this picture truly distinguishable from others of its genre.
Immigration, one of the most prominent political issues raised within the film can be seen to be weaved through the fabric of the picture, be it through the animalistic cages at the train station or the Bexhill refugee camp with its piles of luggage and stripping of possessions mirroring many scenes within the Holocaust. Throughout the picture Theo can be seen to be walking passed some of the cages seen at the trains station where people’s belongings are being take, however, it
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isn’t until he himself is subject to the humiliation and squalor those who had fled their own country to Britain which “soldiers on” (Children of Men, 2006)  as stated in the propaganda at the beginning of the film. Clearly a change in character can be seen.  
Politics in the film is pivotal, whether it be through the corrupt or the stable, each issue seems to find its roots either within politics or religion much similar to the climate in which we face today.  Not fifteen minutes in to the film where Theo is kidnapped in order to aid The Fishes, we see he has been placed in a room where all windows are blocked out with old newspaper articles, these articles which would have been made specifically for the picture depict a world in chaos. With headlines such as “Nuclear fallout” and “boats of tears” it is not difficult to see how the movie can still be seen as relevant over a decade after its release.
Further scenes can be seen to include references from history and popular culture. One being the statue of David at the ark of the arts, another being the woman outside the Russian apartments in Bexhill holding the body of her son. This image itself is a reference to a picture from the Balkans where a woman is again crying with the body of her son. (Voynar, 2006)
It is in scenes such as those illustrated and described above where we can see how the director uses historical and cultural influences in order to enrich not only the plotline, but the background of the scenes thus making the picture even more relatable today, be it through the use prophetic telling of the possible future or the subliminal messages seen behind the main protagonist. At first glance or viewing one may not see the significance or the correlation between aspects of the picture and todays culture however upon reflection they are clear to see. (Gus, 2015)
Hope.
Whilst hope and the idea of such a concept can be seen as forgone and near non-existent at the pictures opening with the images of burning cattle highlighting the worlds “mad cow disease” epidemic spanning from the nineteen eighties. Further evidence of this can be see as Theo is discussing his recent passed birthday with his friend Jasper, he describes his day as “ Woke up, felt like shit, went to work, felt like shit.” to which Jasper replies “That’s called a hangover, amigo”  as the scene developed, we see how the government supply anti depression pills and suicide tablets for any who wish to partake, therefor providing a bleak overview for the way in which the world has developed.
However, by the introduction of Kee whose name by itself seems to brighten the atmosphere of the picture and her circumstances can be seen to affect many people in different ways, least of all Theo’s decision to aid Kee to the ship provided by The Human Project whose name is “The Tomorrow.” Whilst nobody is aware whether the ship and its associated stories are true, they provide a semblance of hope that there is an organisation outside of the government who are attempting to solve the worlds fertility crisis and are not using any form of scapegoat[footnoteRef:3] method to do so. [3:  a person who is blamed for the wrongdoings, mistakes, or faults of others, especially for reasons of expediency.] 

Critique.
[bookmark: _Hlk535239034]The style and structure of Children of Men can be seen as set apart from any of its competitors within the field of apocalyptic, post-apocalyptic or dystopian filmography. With its unique direction and thought-provoking scenes, it is clear that the film will long be relevant and a favourite in the film industry. Whilst Cuarón takes inspiration from P.D. James source material and brings it to life with short shallow shots bringing attention to the background rather than the forefront. 
 The decision to shoot as many scenes on the streets of London makes the film rawer in the way in which London today is adapting, if the government were to lose control it is the way in which many would imagine the streets of London to be. The use of current events at the time of production also provides a form of rarity which is not often seen within films with budgets such as these. 
Today, with Brexit, the election of Donald Trump and terrorism the world put forth in Cuarón’s creation seems not to far from reality, especially with the predictions on technology to which he decided would not be too great. Therefor is it possible that in a way Cuarón predicted the future with his adaptation of the book? (Barber, 2016)
Conclusion
In conclusion, Children of Men is a critically acclaimed film for a very good reason, while its director Alfonso Cuarón has been credited to films such as Gravity (2013) and Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban (2004) it is clear that his work on Children of Men will never be underrated. His use of current events, political unrest and subliminal messaging is woven in to the very fabric of the film, therefor ensuring that each time you watch the picture a new meaning, metaphor or piece of symbolism is seen giving the viewer a different experience each time. 
Whilst themes of politics and religion are portrayed expertly within the piece, pop culture and preservation of humanity can be seen alongside society’s depravity. The decision to preserve art such as works by Banksy and Michelangelo whilst deporting those wishing to find better homes highlights the inequality and difference in life seen even today, where those who can afford have, and those who cannot are suffering.
Finally, the idea of total global fertility collapse whilst seeming farfetched to a few  can be seen as a key political tool and has been portrayed expertly through the film, from the inclusion of religious ‘cults’ punishing themselves for not being fertile, to laws stating that avoiding fertility tests are a crime. (Bradshaw, 2006)
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