Social Media And Fake News How It Has Influenced People’s Opinions During The Covid 19 Pandemic.
The concept of fake news has been prevalent for years whether it be for political gains or for use as propaganda in war. In the modern age with the rise of mainstream media news as well as social media there has been a significant rise in what is often termed fake news. In fact, many influential people coin the term on a regular basis with the likes of Donald Trump, constantly quoting the now infamous phrase whenever faced with criticism. The idea of fake news can go back as far as the Napoleonic age where British propaganda would churn out the popular images of Napoleon Bonaparte being represented as an angry comically short man, but in truth upon his death he was between 5’2 and 5’7. Zelazko (2021) By today’s standards that may seem short but for napoleons time he was of average height. The idea that something as simple as Napoleon’s Bonaparte’s being a short angry man is still often believed today almost 200 years later. This proves how prevalent things such as propaganda and fake news are at swaying people’s beliefs even if they are completely incorrect. 
While living in the age of the world wide web with endless pages of information it would be the standard to believe that most people would begin to be more questioning towards information that is spread from just word of mouth. However, with the most recent events of the covid pandemic has given to rise of conspiracy theorists, unlike anytime we’ve ever seen previously.  A very common example of these covid related conspiracies is that covid-19 is no more deadly than the common flu. However according to Andrew Pekosz,PhD since December of 2019 covid-19 has claimed more lives than  influenza has in the past 5 years. John Hopkins University (2020). Another massive issue is people who refuse to get vaccinated as they believe the vaccine is more dangerous than the virus itself. These people called “anti-vaxxers” have often been found previously advocating against things such as the flu jab and other jabs on false claims that the jabs will give their child autism or some other manufactured illness.  These people have been found to be replying to GP text reminders about vaccinations saying things such as ‘Why would I come for an untested, experimental, killer vaccination?’ and ‘Contact me again and I will take u to court personally for crimes against humanity you slave Nazi b***ards’. BMA(2021)
The reasoning for all these people to believe that the vaccine is ‘killer’ is due to the large amounts of misinformation that is spread online through the likes of Facebook as well as many other social media groups. These online group chats only act has echo chambers for their own ideas and if they are ever challenged by others on their beliefs, they can block those people with a press of a button. Meaning that they wont ever have to face people with opposing beliefs further reinforcing theirs. The issue has become so prevalent that the UK Government has had to release numerous statements reiterating that the vaccine is tested and safe. However, despite this a number of false claims are routinely circulated including false claims that the covid vaccination contains ‘microchips’ that can be used to track and control people. As well as religiously targeted conspiracies such as that it contains pork or other non-halal ingredients, in order to stir up fear of the vaccine in those communities. Christie (2021). Adding to this the fear that people have towards the vaccine is only going to push them into spreading this misinformation to other people whether it be to family and friends or to random people on online messaging group, only furthering the issue of people fearing vaccines.  To help grasp the scale of such misinformation an OfCom survey found that between the 12th  and the14th of March 2021 that out of 2000 people 28% came across info about covid 19 that was false or misleading. OfCom(2021).
The main issue with this misinformation being spread is that those who are choosing to not get vaccinated are more likely to become hospitalised due to covid-19. This is backed up by an interview of Prof Pearse who works at The Royal London Hospital and St Bartholomew’s Hospital who stated in his interview with The Sun, that the most common thing that people will ask is ‘Can I have the vaccine now please? He further stated that ‘Between 80 and 90% of the patients that we have are unvaccinated. Blanchard(2021).  This issue of people not getting vaccinated is most likely going to cripple public health services once again.  
Despite the work being done by those who are against the vaccine the UK government as well as social media sites such as Facebook and Instagram are working to help remove false information about covid-19 from social media sights in order to make sure that more people do not fall prey to this false information. 
In a blog posted by Facebook Australia head of public policy John Machin(2021) stated that from the beginning of the pandemic in March of 2020 to December of 2020 Facebook has removed over 14million pieces of false information related to covid-19, whether they be false measures to prevent covid-19 or false cures that can often be more dangerous the covid-19 virus itself. Even with these efforts being undertaken by companies such as Facebook there is still a lot to be done in order to ensure that such information will become harder to share.
Overall it is clear to see that information whether it is false or not will often find its way into many circles that will consider it a definitive fact without questioning it . Despite the advent of the world wide web and information being quite literally at our fingertips. Many people do not choose to conduct their own research into things such as the covid-19 vaccine and instead choose to listen to others who likely have little to no experience in virology and how vaccines work. Instead opting to stay in groups that only believe the same thing as themselves creating echo chambers that only reinforce their beliefs correct or not. In doing so this is taking a tole on health services throughout the UK with the number of people being admitted to hospital for covid-19 rapidly rising and the consistent factor is that those who are being admitted are those who have not had any form verified covid vaccine. However, the government is working alongside social media websites in an effort to eradicate the misinformation that is being spread that is resulting in the lives of family and friends being lost. And doing so will help speed up the eradication of covid-19 and allow people to return to their normal lives that everyone is so eager to return to.
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