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Introduction

This study will reflect and evaluate on the learning outcomes of the module and the perceived benefits and gained skills associated from it. The module revolved around three major areas which include academic writing, research methods, and styles of referencing. Even though modules contain objectives and are planned, their performance and effectiveness are to be measured in order to see the actual benefit which was gained by learners through the module. Measuring such modules gives an idea about the effectiveness of the learning outcome (Raedts et al., 2017). For this purpose, the best method is to allow the learners to evaluate the module, state its effectiveness and the level of impact it holds on their learning and the skills which were obtained in the process that can help in student’s employability and skills at work. These skills also form the basis of writing research articles (Hyland, 2014). Additionally, the leaners can also suggest improvements that can be made in order to further refine the module to make it more aligned with the real-life work environment. It can be said that the module was helpful in improving skills of students and will be useful in the future, especially for those who aspire to work in the academic field.  
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Main Body

[bookmark: _Toc533268991]Module Elements

The elements studied in the module were associated with academia and research by nature. The elements include academic writing, methods of research, and referencing styles. Academic writing is a method of writing which is used in order to discuss any form of theoretical material such as exploratory or explanatory research. Academic writing is written in a formal and neutral tone in order to maintain rationality and an unbiased opinion. There are various types of academic writing which include descriptive, analytical, persuasive, and critical. Descriptive writing is done for conveying information. Analytical writing, as it implies, analyses descriptive information and often compares with various theories. Persuasive writing is often found in essays, where a specific point of view of emphasized on by the author to persuade the reader in accepting it as truth. While in critical writing, a detailed overview is done of a piece of literature to ascertain its points of strength and weakness.   
Second major element was research methods. A knowledge of research methods is necessary in order to discover hidden or unobserved phenomenon (Bryman, 2016). Research results in creation of valuable knowledge and unfolds various methods leading to scientific progress. There are various ways of conducting research and obtaining data, which include observation by person, interviews and surveys conducted from a set of people, experiments and focus groups which lead to discovery of new behaviour patterns, secondary data analysis which is often used for a projection of possible future conditions, and mixed methods in order to gain valuable insights by adding dimensions to a study (Lewis, 2015), such as combining interviews with experiments to see difference between a sample group’s displayed behaviour and actual behaviour (Brannen, 2017). 
Third element of the module was referencing styles. Referencing styles are purely academic in nature and are used to cite studies from other authors in order to provide theoretical lens to a study. Various referencing styles are prevalent throughout the globe such as APA, MLA, and Harvard, which have slightly different ways of formatting and citing a study. 
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The module covered various facets of elements which have been discussed above. A detailed discussion of all the elements was done in the module. Although in order to see the success of the module, it is important to ascertain the degree of understanding which the students developed from the module, resulting in improvement of their skills regarding academic writing, research conduction, and referencing studies. For this purpose, an analysis has been done below which might provide with an idea regarding the effectiveness of the module in improving the skillset of the students.
The module was concentrated on methods of academic writing and research. Academic writing contained information about various ways of academic writing which are most appropriate for the nature of the paper being written. The students were provided with an idea of writing in a rational approach while writing, and only being critical or persuasive when it was demanded by the nature of the study which was being worked upon. As a result, the students were able to write appropriate and refined pieces of literature as they gained more knowledge about the writing patterns. In various tasks provided to the students which were descriptive or analytical in nature, the students were able to build a theoretical lens which was required to explain a phenomenon, then proceeding to provide with an analytical view of the study. Similar trend was seen in critical writing, where the students analysed different aspects of a study, then proceeding to persuade their selected point on the basis of theory ad facts. 
Research methods were also an important part of the module where learners were provided with an idea of how research is conducted. The module described each research method, its purpose, and the way information was obtained through each method. Learners were provided with an overview regarding the way to observe and how to extract and record needed information from the observations. Students were also taught how to make questionnaires using different scales and the way they are designed using a funnel approach. An overview was given regarding interviews and how open ended and close ended questions formulate an interview. Analysing and interpreting results from experiments and their conduction in a controlled environment was also a part of the module. Additionally, students were briefed about the secondary data, its uses, and the sources where it should be collected from. The students were also taught referencing styles which allowed them to cite works from other authors in order to provide their study with theoretical lens. A brief overview of all the prevalent major referencing styles was given to students along with their formatting methods. 
It can be said that the module contained plethora of knowledge which increased the academic capability of the students. Various methods were taught in depth especially when it comes to academic writing styles and relevant referencing methods, which allowed students to improve their skills when it comes to academic writing and writing scientific literature. Although research methods were limited to theoretical or classroom study due to time constraint as students could not gain hands-on experience on designing research methods by themselves. The concepts were delivered to the students, yet the effectiveness of learning outcome of research methods might be ambiguous due to their non-performance by the students as only conceptual learning might not be as helpful for students. Despite the lacking in the research methods, the module on conceptual basis was well structured which delivered plentiful knowledge to the students. All the elements were ordered and were often supported by tasks which allowed students to gain hands-on experience about the module’s elements. The structure of the module also maintained a momentum which provided students with ample time which was required to absorb the learned material. 
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There are various uses and benefits of this module for students in real life. Beginning from academic writing, which every person in academia needs to be aware of in order to write scientific literature, or in case of students, academic writing is useful for writing effective essays, assignments, research papers, and dissertations, and gives novelty to the research papers (Patriotta, 2017). Students can use various writing methods in order to effectively convey their point of view or the topic to the reader. Another benefit of academic writing is its similarity to technical writing, which is important for students who are willing to work in corporate sector. Technical writing is an important element for writing resumes, cover and business letters, and preparing business reports and plans. Referencing methods however, are purely academic in nature and are an important part of scientific and research literature, as they form the basis of theoretical lens for research studies. This makes referencing methods a critical part for students who aspire to work in the academic field or are interested in becoming researchers. 
The research methods, however, are universally important. Research methods are used in both academia and corporate sector in form of scientific and market research respectively, and in order to enter any of these fields, possessing knowledge regarding primary and secondary research methods is highly important. It is important for students to learn research methods as they will be put to use in professional field for collecting data and drawing inferences in order to obtain valuable information for business or to create knowledge for the world. All the industries thrive on the basis of research data which sets the course of businesses (Sekaran and Bougie, 2016), and allows them to anticipate and prepare for future events in advance. All the modern-day institutions and companies have an information technology and/or business analysis wing whose sole purpose is to obtain market data and analyse it to find emerging trends and behavioural patterns. 
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Suggested improvements

Following are the suggested improvements which can further refine the module:
· There needs to be more emphasis on teaching research methods. Instead of providing students with an overview regarding various research techniques, students must be taught how to formulate research instruments and how to obtain valuable data from them. Students need to gain experience regarding research methods in the classroom in order to be able to employ them as they enter the industry. Presentations or notes on research methods provide students with an idea about what research methods are, but learning through performing such tasks ensures that students have become skilled in using research methods which are highly in demand in all industries. 
· Provided tasks should employ academic writing with research methods. Combining academic writing with research will not only allow students to gain experience on academic writing and research, but will also help them in writing about research and analysis. This will help students in gaining knowledge about how data is presented in studies which will be useful for conducting research in the future. 
· Technical writing can also be added along with academic writing as both are similar in terms of writing style. Students will take lesser time learning technical writing as academic writing would have already created the knowledgebase. The associated advantage with technical writing is ability of writing resumes and letters, which can help students in securing a job in the future, and will also provide them with basis of how business reports and plans are written.
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This study has taken an in-depth look at the module and its components which consist of academic writing, referencing styles, and research methods. All the elements of the module were brought to the study along with their components. This study has evaluated all the aspects of the modules and evaluated its performance. By the analysis of the module’s design, it can be asserted that the module was well structured and helped students in gaining valuable knowledge regarding its key components, which enhanced student’s skillset for both industry and academia. The module has provided students with valuable knowledge which will be useful in the professional field as the world is moving towards a knowledge-based economy where companies and institutions have sophisticated database systems which extensively incorporate research methods in order to create knowledge, to predict emerging behaviour patterns, and to plan in order to set the course for the future. Although more emphasis on research methods has been suggested which will enhance learning and will help students to conduct research as they enter professional life, eliminating the need to spend further time in learning those methods. Involvement of practical experience will also eliminate the need of excessive hours spent on classroom study which might not be extremely necessary as students will know the technique to conduct research. Aside from that, the module was highly effective and completed its objective of improvement of student’s skillset to a great extent.  














[bookmark: _Toc533268996]References

Brannen, J. (2017). Mixing methods: Qualitative and quantitative research. Routledge.

Bryman, A. (2016). Social research methods. Oxford university press.

Hyland, K. (2014). Activity and evaluation: Reporting practices in academic writing. In Academic discourse (pp. 125-140). Routledge.

Lewis, S. (2015). Qualitative inquiry and research design: Choosing among five approaches. Health promotion practice, 16(4), 473-475.

Patriotta, G. (2017). Crafting papers for publication: Novelty and convention in academic writing. Journal of Management Studies, 54(5), 747-759.

Raedts, M., Van Steendam, E., De Grez, L., Hendrickx, J., and Masui, C. (2017). The effect of different types of video modelling on undergraduate students' motivation and learning in an academic writing course.

Sekaran, U., and Bougie, R. (2016). Research methods for business: A skill building approach. John Wiley & Sons.


image1.jpeg
Employability
Skills

LW

'
.





