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HPAH4001
Everyday Life in Ancient Rome
(Module Syllabus)

Module Code: 		HPAH4001
Credit points: 			20
Pre-requisites/restrictions: 	None
Taught: 			Block 5
Lecturer: 			Dr Matthew Cobb			


GENERAL INFORMATION 
This module provides a wide-ranging discussion of the social, cultural and economic aspects of the Roman world by concentrating on the two great period 200 BC-AD 200. The topics covered include such themes as domestic life, medicine, food and diet, work and leisure, games and shows, death and burial, art, and slavery. 

AIM(S)
· To provide students with an understanding of aspects of cultural life in ancient Rome during its heyday.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· Demonstrate an elementary understanding and knowledge of the main aspects of culture and social history relating to Rome, for example entertainment, religion, slavery and education. 
· Demonstrate a basic knowledge of the ancient sources and evidence relating to the society and culture of mid-late Republican and Imperial Rome, as well as an understanding of their problems and limitations. 
· Demonstrate a fundamental understanding of the modern scholarship on the main aspects of culture and social history relating to Rome. 
· Present written and oral work in a manner appropriate for a relevant/professional audience.


INDICATIVE CONTENT
· This module provides a wide ranging discussion of the social, cultural and economic life of the city of Rome, placed within the context of the wider Roman world.
· The main focus will be on the period from c.200 BC to AD 200.
· Students will have the opportunity to learn about a range of issues that impacted on the everyday life of ordinary people in Rome. Potential topics include work, domestic life, death, entertainment, religion, disease, medicine, slavery and art.
· During the course of this module students will be introduced to a range of key literary, epigraphic, and archaeological evidence for Roman culture and society.
· During the course of this module students will be introduced to a key range of modern scholarship pertaining to life in the Roman world. 


OFFICE HOURS/HOW TO CONTACT ME
Please feel free to come and see me if you would like to discuss any problems you may have concerning this module. Try, if at all possible, to come during my office hours. If you come to see me at another time and I am not in because of teaching or other commitments, please email me (m.cobb@uwtsd.ac.uk). You can also ask questions (not confidential) in the discussion board available in the Moodle space for this course. 

STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION
This 20-credit module has 48 contact hours. Attendance is compulsory for ALL lectures, workshops and seminars. If you cannot make a class because of illness or other good reason, you need to inform me (m.cobb@uwtsd.ac.uk) and your personal tutor about this.

Organising your work schedule is your own responsibility. You should complete at least 200 hours of work for this module, including time spent in class, preparation time for in class work, as well as assessments.

Course Outline:
Potentially subject to change should circumstances require it.
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WEEK 1
	
	Session one
Monday
	Session two
Tuesday
	Session three
Thursday
	Session four
Friday

	THEME
	Introduction
	People in Rome
	Death and Disease in Rome
	Entertainment and relaxation in Rome

	Hour one
	Lecture: What is social history 
Lecture

	Lecture: “ordinary” men and woman 
	Lecture / workshop: Death and burial in Rome
	Lecture: gladiators and beasts

	
	
	
	
	Assessment one: quiz 1

	Hour two
	Workshop: the Roman household
	Workshop: slaves and freedmen in Rome
	Lecture / workshop: Disease in Rome
	Lecture / workshop: bathing in Rome

	Hour three
	
	
	
	




WEEK 2
	
	Session five
Monday
	Session six
Tuesday
	Session seven
Thursday
	Session eight
Friday

	THEME
	Assessment two
	Partying in Rome
	Childhood and epigraphy 
	Medical History

	Hour one
	Article / chapter oral review
	Lecture: dinning and convivia in Rome

	Lecture: childhood and education in Rome
	Assessment one: quiz 3

	Hour two
	
	Assessment one: quiz 2
	Lecture/workshop: Social history from Epigraphy 
	Lecture: Roman medicine

	Hour three
	
	
	
	Workshop: Retrospective diagnosis and Caligula




WEEK 3
	
	Session nine
Monday
	Session ten
Tuesday
	Session eleven
Thursday
	Session twelve 
Friday

	THEME
	Art and Architecture
	Politics
	Reception
	Assessment three

	Hour one
	Lecture: Roman monuments
	Assessment one: quiz 4
	Lecture: Rome on the big and little screen
	Group presentation: 25% - 15 minutes, with 5 minutes of questions

	Hour two
	Lecture: Roman art 
	Lecture: the Roman political system
	Workshop: reception 
	

	Hour three
	Workshop: Roman portraiture
	Workshop: The mixed constitution
	Drop in session for the presentations
	




WEEK 4
	
	Session thirteen 
Monday
	Session fourteen 
Tuesday
	Session fifteen 
Thursday
	Session sixteen 
Friday

	THEME
	Law and Crime
	Sexuality in Ancient Rome
	Ancient board games
	Assessment four

	Hour one
	Lecture: maintaining order
	Lecture: Roman attitudes to sex and sexuality 
	Lecture: Ancient board games
	Take home exam: 1,000 words – 25%

	Hour two
	Assessment one: quiz 5
	Lecture / workshop: Roman attitudes to sex and sexuality
	Workshop: trying out ancient board games
	

	Hour three
	Lecture: law courts in Rome
Workshop: trail reconstruction
	
	
	





ASSESSMENT

Part 1

Assessment: Multiple choice quizzes – 5 in total, top two highest marks awarded – 40%
A series of short multiple choice questions will be given (four possible answers per question) in 5 separate quizzes dispersed throughout the four weeks of the module. Each quiz will take place in class and last for 25 minutes. In this time you will be asked to answer a series of 20 multiple choice question relating to themes we have so far covered in the module (the later the quiz the more themes this will include). Out of the 5 quizzes taken, students will receive the marks from their top two scores (i.e. the highest marks for the two quizzes a student did best in). 


Part 2

Assessment: Oral review (5 mins) – 10%
For this assessment you will have to read one of the selected articles (the choice is up to you). You will need to digest the information and key discussion points in this article. You will then be expected to answer a few questions that will be asked of you in an individual oral review – i.e. over the course of roughly five minutes you will be expected to answer in a competent manner the questions set. This assessment should be relatively easy to pass if you have read the article/chapter carefully and taken on board the main points. The competency with which you answer the questions will be assessed below:

Mark range:
0-39%: complete failure to respond to the question, or little more than a few meaningless phrases strung together 
40-49%: An attempt is made to respond to the question at least in a vaguely coherent way, but the answer may be quite short, and only be partially relevant
50-59%: a slightly more detailed answer that is largely relevant, but may lack nuance and sophistication of analysis
60-69%: a fairly competent answer to the question, which is relevant and shows some capacity to grasp the main issues raised in the article/chapter in a reasonably nuanced manner
70+%: a highly competent, quite detailed answer to the question which demonstrates a coherent grasp of the main arguments / discussion points of the article/chapter – higher marks will be garnered for sophisticated, nuanced responses to the question (including being methodologically informed, and cognizant of wider scholarly issues or debates in the relevant area)

Students will need to pick one of the following articles to answer question on:

Jeppesen-Wigelsworth, A. (2014) ‘The Roman Household’, in Themes in Roman Society and Culture (eds., Gibbs, M., Nikolic, M., and Ripat, P.), Oxford: 94-116.

Hope, V. (2000) ‘Essay Five: Status and Identity in the Roman World’, in Experiencing Rome: Culture, Identity and Power in the Roman Empire (ed., Huskinson, J.), London: 125-152.

Shaw, B. D. (1996) ‘Seasons of Death: Aspects of Mortality in Imperial Rome’, JRS 86: 100-138.


Part 3

Assessment: Group presentation (15 minutes, with 5 minutes of questions) 25%
In a group of two or three, students will be required to present on a topic (the choice will be arranged in consultation with the lecturer). How the students divide up the relevant sections of the presentation is down to their discretion. 


Part 4

Assessment: Take home exam (1,000 words) – 25%
Students will pick up the exam in the morning (10am) and be required to submit the piece on Panopto by 5pm that afternoon. A choice of four essay questions will be provided, the students will be required to select one. The essay questions will be related to content covered in the module. 

	
General assessment information: coursework
Coursework submission for this module will be through Moodle. Please follow the instructions on the module’s Moodle page for how to submit your work.

Word count
Please be aware that if you go significantly over or under the word limit (i.e. more than 10%), you may be penalised.

REMEMBER that the word count includes everything apart from the bibliography, titles or captions. You must provide the word count clearly on the cover sheet.

Welsh First language
If your first language is Welsh and you would like to submit any assessed coursework in Welsh, please see the School Office as soon as possible to make arrangements for this.

Special needs / requirements
If you have any special needs (e.g. dyslexia, visual impairment) that need to be taken into account for the teaching of this module, please make sure that our sure that our Level 4 Student Support Liaison Officer is made aware of this so that we can make sure that we fully support you in your studies.

Returning of work
Your coursework will be returned electronically through Moodle. Detailed feedback is given on the essay cover sheet but if you would like to discuss your work in more detail, do come and see me during one of my office hours (see times given above). 


Some extra assignment/essay guidelines
Help for the writing of coursework is available in the TSD and School of Classics Reference Guides, as well as through the Student Support Moodle page. You are advised to read the relevant sections carefully. 

Marks will be deducted if your piece of coursework is not presented properly (e.g. double-spacing, font 12 is needed). Note that all coursework needs to be word-processed; hand-written work will not be accepted. Assessment criteria can be found in the Programme of Study Handbook and at the back of this Module Syllabus.

*** You need to watch plagiarism whenever you use secondary literature (ALL suspect coursework will be submitted to a Turn-It-In analysis). Please consult the Classics Reference Guide for advice on how to reference secondary literature.  

In case of problems….
Do come and see me during office hours if you have any problems with the writing or planning of your piece of coursework. You are also welcome to see your personal tutor for advice.

Bibliography
A bibliography is provided in the Moodle space for this course. Please note that the books mentioned there are only recommendations. You should also make use of the relevant lecture notes and handouts and do some independent research. 

Unless they are available in electronic format, all items for the reading list have been placed on library-only or short loan and are kept behind the library counter. Note that all these items can be reserved via the computerised catalogue – a very useful device that allows you to plan ahead with your reading for the essay.
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