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Research Question (1 sentence max.)
 Are UK Police and Government strategies enough to reduce knife crime, and should there be more emphasis on youth offenders regarding knife crime?
Literature Review (700 words max)
Using a review of peer-reviewed journal articles and other academic sources, provide a rationale for your research project. 
Stabbings have been the most common form of murder since the end of the second world war, accounting for 35% of the murders in the UK (Coleman, 2008). Despite the prevalence of knife crime over the decades since the war, the notion that knife crime is out of control has only been pushed into media spotlight recently (Squires, 2009). According to the Office for National Statistics (ONS, 2019), knife crime is crime is in 70-year peak for homicides in the year ending 2018. This has caused widespread national debate in whether that more needs to be done to combat knife crime or homicides in general or on the rise and knives in general are the most accessible weapon (Harding, 2020). The accessibility of knives has been a key factor in the increasing number of ‘knife crime’, the need for knives in certain aspects of life in unquestionable therefore it is difficult to differentiate between legitimacy and criminality (Hern, et al., 2005). The UK government has implemented various forms of legislation over the years to combat knife crime, but accessibility has always major factor and there has been no ideas combat ownership of potentially harmful knives. The government initially tried to reduce numbers of dangerous knives with Restriction of Offensive Weapons Act 1959, this act would outlaw the manufacture and sale of dangerous ‘flick knives’ and ‘gravity knives. This would also cover the manufacture and sale of dangerous knives vaguely, in the attempt to decrease the accessibility of harmful knives. In addition to the reduction in availability the government also brought in legislation to tackle possession of knives. The Criminal Justice Act 1988 distinguished that a person would be criminally liable to possession of a knife, if the knife’s cutting edge exceeded 3 inches. The legislation also outlines what would be deemed as ‘public place’ and gives the police clear rules in which to govern. This act also allows the police to have their onus on situations. This means they will be allowed to use their own judgement in certain situations regarding whether a person reasoning is genuine or whether a person is trying to pervert the cause of justice. Reducing people carrying knives is critical in UK legislation as less knives equally less knife related crimes committed (Squires, 2009), this is done through more interventions such as stop and search. Since 2008, the police will have power to stop and search anyone they have suspicion for without reasonable grounds under section 60 (Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984) and increased number of section 1 stops. This was after the ‘Metropolitan Police declaring war on knife crime’ (Edwards, et al., 2008). By the threat of being caught in possession with a knife, it was thought that numbers of people carrying a knife would decrease thus having a knock-on effect. According to (Lemos & Crane, 2004), people who carry knives for their own protection can often lead to aggression. If you remove the knife from the equation, it removes the element of harm which also reduces criminality. The possession of knife creates more violent communities and leads to escalation (Silvestri, et al., 2009), the stress and tension from people feeling unsafe can cause more violence to ensue and thus more harmful knife crime. According to (Gladstone & Parker, 2003) majority of youths who carry knives for protection do so because they have no trust in the police and believe they must put their safety in their own hands and cooperating with the police may cause more uncertainty on their safety. The media have shaped knife crime in recent years around street gangs in big cities (Harding, 2020), this has had a collateral effect on the public perception of knife crime. This has caused many people to overlook the threat of knife crime as they believe knife crime is prominent in gang related areas and as they don’t affiliate with that side of society (Squires, 2009). The media has potentially added more fear into the equation as more people may feel they will need protection in big city areas because of the prevalence of knife crime reported by the media (Lemos & Crane, 2004). The statistics show that between the year of 2016/17, gangs were represented for 5% of the knife crime committed in the London area (MOPAC, 2017). This shows how the media can twist news to seem more appealing. The knife crime epidemic needs to be addressed by a national front and the media should assess the full picture as spotlighting gangs in built up cities has had no benefits for the rate of knife offences over the past decade (MOPAC, 2017). The media have always showed that the knife crime problem starts from London gangs when statistics show that the metropolitan area has less knife crime offences per 100,000 than the west midlands area (ONS, 2023). This shows that the media show more on the capital despite not being the epicentre of the problem.
Method (500 words max)
Aim(s): Identify the key aim(s) of this study in a sentence or two.
To critically analyse UK Police and Government strategies in reducing knife crime and to evaluate whether there is a need for more awareness and protection for youth offenders in these strategies.

 Objective(s):  Bullet points of what you need to achieve to succeed in your aims
-	To assess Government legislation tackling Knife Crime.
-	To assess the effectiveness of different strategies and how prevalent knife crime is in the UK.
-	To review theories and opinions on what leads youth to becoming knife crime offending and if there’s a correlation.
-	To explore if more can be done to help youth offenders.

 Design: Quantitative or qualitative? Survey or secondary data approach? 
Research choices such as qualitive or quantitative data will be simple as this project will be running a mixed approach in gathering information. The questionnaire will gage understanding of personnel information via opinions whilst gather a public insight into how they feel about knife crime through statistics created through the questions.

Sample: Who/what, how many, where from, sampling method. 
There will be a questionnaire conducted which highlight the publics perception on knife crime and youth involvement. The questionnaire will hopefully gather as many numbers as it can.

Ethics:  Briefly cover any ethical issues that you need to consider.  
This project will be completely ethical only using resources from academic and peer reviewed documents and websites. The questionnaire will have a disclaimer and will not force anyone to give their opinions.

 Analysis: What will you do with the data when you have collected it and why?
The data will show public opinion on different matters relating to knife crime and by comparing different opinions, a bigger picture will be gathered.
Proposed Timeline (not included in word count)
The is dissertation will be completed in sections but all be compiled by May 1st
Anticipated Outcomes (300 words max)
Briefly explain what you hope to achieve with this research project (i.e. could your findings influence practice, policy or training?).  
Combining academic sources and public opinion will give a thorough evaluation on how effective government strategies and legislations are in tackling knife crime and youth involvement.
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