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Macedonia and The Amphictyonic League        345 BCE

[image: Battles and Sieges of Philip II of Macedon ]The Amphictyonic League was a ‘league of neighbours’ and showed unity. The Delian Amphictyonic League was formed by the Athenians in the 4th century BCE as a retaliation to the Spartans in the Peloponnesian War. Thucydides dates the originality to the Amphictyonic League to the 8th and 7th centuries BCE (Thuc. 1. 3. 15). Macedonia had been in continuous controversies with the Greek states throughout the years especially under Philip II of Macedon’s reign. They managed to get themselves into the Amphictyonic league despite their past and the hinderances they caused to the Greeks and Athenians in general. This was because of the help they gave when they assisted Thebes in defeating Phocis and bringing the Third Sacred War to a close.

Figure 1: Battles and sieges of Philip II of Macedon  (Image from: http://www.historyofwar.org/Maps/maps_philip_II_macedon.html)

Phocis caused the 4th Sacred war when they captured and sacked Delphi in 356 BCE (Rickard, 2017). Phocis had been in many quarrels with major cities and states at this time.

[image: Rare Delphic Amphictyonic League CoinThis is one of of three known examples of this silver hemidrachm from the ancient city of Delphi in Phocis, Greece. It was struck circa 336-335 BC. It shows the veiled head of Demeter with a wheat wreath and one...]A ten yearlong war saw the Phocians expelled from the league in 346 BCE and their two voting rights in the league were transferred to the Macedonians who assisted the defeat of the Phocians (Rickard, 2017). The Phocians were also forbidden to use the Shrine of Delphi and all of their existing weapons were destroyed. They were also sentenced to pay back all of the money in which was taken from Delphi during the war, at a rate of sixty talents per year (Rickard, 2017).

Figure 2: Rare Delphic Amphictyonic League Coin 
(Image from: https://archaicwonder.tumblr.com/post/141170580441/rare-delphic-amphictyonic-league-coin-this-is-one)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Philip went on to use this power to further his expansion into the Greek states creating his empire. Thucydides mentions the Battle of Chaeronea in 338 BCE which furtherly showed the great success of the Macedonians and their dominations over Greece (Kagan, 1969, pp 120-124). When Philip II of Macedon ended the war, he also gained control of Thermopylae. This mean that he had an easy access point to central Greece from Thessaly (Rickard, 2017).
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