My written Demonstration of my understanding of three theorist.
During this following assignment, I will endeavour to demonstrate my understanding of the knowledge of three theorist. Theory has been developed and used in an educational setting for many years, with very good effect, by underpinning the knowledge and understanding that educational staff have acquired through the decades, it shows how a classroom environment can be determined by behaviour , social interaction and by having a pragmatic approach to all situations. The child then will develop, understand what is asked and thrive during their academic studies throughout their school life. The theorist I have chosen to wrote about are:-
· Burrhas Skinner – Behaviourist
· Lev Vygotsky - psychological development in children
· Jerome Bruner – Cognitive development in children
 Burrhas Skinner. He was an American psychologist born 1900’s,  ad accomplished author he developed a theory called Operant conditioning, (pound, 2014, p.56-58).  through which he used a box in order to control the conduct of operant conditioning during his research with rodents and pigeons, however, he wrote most of his books about people (Pound, 2014, p.56-58). Skinner believed that a child’s behaviour is learnt, and so then it can be shaped by punishment and then having a reward afterwards. Operant Conditioning is a way in which learning is done through reinforcers, which is a direct result of the actions that a child has within a classroom environment, it is then be determined by consequences. It is a human  nature to act in a way as to avoid punishment, therefore gaining a reward for good behaviour    Skinner believed that this can only be successful if it was enforced by one of four ways, however Skinner thought that punishment rather than negative reinforcement was and could be counter-productive. These are described as Positive reinforcement, Negative reinforcement, punishment, and extinction, which is defined in more detail as the following. 
Positive reinforcement, this is when a reward or sticker is given as the result of good behaviour within the classroom. This is used within my classroom environment as ‘something to work towards’ if the learner has had a spell of disruptive behaviour , and de-escalation has worked and the learner is then sat back at his/her desk and working towards a reward for good work and behaviour. It is highly effective within my school setting. Negative reinforcement is when something that is not pleasant is taken away to stop the response. This will lead to behaviour increasing over a period. Punishment is a direct consequence of behaviour, however there is a strong possibility that this behaviour will occur again in the future. Extinction, this is when all rewards whether they be negative or positive are stopped. This will then in time stop bad and disruptive behaviour. 
The second theorist I will endeavour to demonstrate my knowledge about is Lev Vygotsky. He was a Soviet psychologist born 1890’s a constructivist theorist as well as a teacher. He was best know for the work and theory that he discovered on the psychological development in children though social interaction. According to Cherry (2016), Vygotsky believed that is it important to have social interaction with children at all times during their learning, then through social interaction, children will go through a continuous process of learning, he also believed that culture profoundly influences this process. The Sone of proximal development was a concept discovered by Vygotsky. He defined as the distance between the actual developmental level that has been determined by independent problem solving and the level of  development  under adult guidance. The role of education is to provide children with experiences which are within their ZPD, therefore we as educational professionals will be encouraging and advancing their individual learning.
'From a Vygotskian perspective, the teacher's role is mediating the child's learning activity as they share knowledge through social interaction' (Dixon-Krauss, 1996, p. 18).
 Zygotsky  believed that when the learner is in this zone for a task that has been set out by the teacher, the learner should be provided with the appropriate level of help and understanding, which will then give the learner a boost in confidence to achieve this.  Mcleod (2019), stated that to be able to help a learner through the zone of proximal of development, there are three important factors and process that must be in place. 
· To make sure that there is always someone present with skills about the learner so that they can assist.
· Social Interaction is important, which will allow the learner to take note of what is going on within the task and then will be able to practice the skill.
· Scaffolding, or activities that will further support the learner which can either be by a teacher or a competent peer, while the learner is going through the zone of proximal development. 
Wood, Bruner and Ross (1976, p. 90) defines scaffolding as a process “that enables a child or novice to solve a task or achieve a goal that would be beyond his/her unassisted efforts “ (wood, Bruner and Ross, 1976, p.90). 
Within my setting which is special educational needs we as educational professionals do go through the process of scaffolding with our learners, not just with the class teacher, but with our class teaching assistants as well.  Every task that is set for our learners is a challenge that needs to be overcome therefore we constantly praise, reward our learners for the work that they achieve.
 In Vygotskys own words he said that " Learning is more than the acquisition of the ability to think; it is the acquisition of many specialised abilities for thinking about a variety of things" (Vygotsky, 1978, p. 86).
My third and final theorist is Jermone Bruner. This theorist was an American psychologist and educationalist born 1915 – 2016. He developed the theory on perception, learning memory and more on aspects of cognition, in young children and learners. Children learn from birth to 7 years of age and onwards, Bruner showed that learning is an active process in which learners can construct and learn new ideas and tasks with the knowledge they already know and will learn in the future. Bruner (1966). Developed a concept of learning is known as a constructivist approach.  In 1966 Bruner researched cognitive development in children, he then developed through his research three modes of representation theory through a Spiral Curriculum theory, these being – enactive (action based), iconic (image based), and symbolic (language based).ref 
The enactive stage is known as action based from birth – 1year. It is when a baby breaks down the information or action and stores it in its memory, therefore represents motor responses through past events, e.g. ‘the child drops the bottle’ Iconic stage this is between the ages of 1-6 years. It is the stage when children remember things in the form of images, and their visual memory increases, it’s a mental picture in the minds eye. Symbolic stage occurs from 7 years onwards and it’s the last stage to happen. It is when children understand abstraction, language and reason. Knowledge is primarily stored as words, mathematical symbols, or other symbol systems. McLeod (2018) stated that ..Bruner’s work suggests that every learner, even from a very young age has the capabilities of learning, as long as the instruction is organised properly. He also believes that any child at any age can understand complex information. Teachers should not teach information that the learner has to memorise which is based on repetition, but they should facilitate the learning process. A good teacher will plan and design a lesson that will help the learners realise that relationship from the information that they all receive. 
In summary the teacher should always motivate the learners, which will then enable the learner to have more self-confidence. They should assist the child to develop a deeper understanding of the subject, it should be linked to the broad context of learning. Bruner and Vogtsky theories are remarkably similar, whereas they emphasise a child’s environment, especially the social side. They both cited that other people whether teacher or parent should help the child develop the skills, through the process of scaffolding. Bruner also sees in children a radula development of cognitive skills, and techniques which they bring through to adulthood. 
During this assignment I have tried to demonstrate my understanding and knowledge of three theorist. All different, but also similar. With all three, I can relate it to my work setting within special educational needs, and soe if not all their theories are put into practice
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