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Briefing paper on UNCRC
Aim: This briefing paper aims to provide practitioners with practical and helpful information regarding the wellbeing of children while supporting links to the UNCRC.. 
Both house of commons and house of lords when taken together, Acts of parliament make up what is known as statute law in the UK (legislation 1267-present).







Article 1
Definition of the child
Every young person under the age of 18 has all the rights in the convention whether it is opinions, standards of living, privacy, education, best healthcare and medicines with many more (UNICEF Article 2020).
Everyone has the fundamental human right that allows people to express the thoughts and ideas on a issue or topic given (Euston no date).

Article 3
Best interests of the child:
The best interests of the child should always be top priority in all decisions and actions that may affect any child, this is why observations are made as they are the most essential part of how to get to know the child so that the right response is met for ones needs and interests (Barber, Jenny, Smith, Sharon 2010).
To identify each individuals strengths as well as areas that need support then a recorded assessment is needed to be carried out as this can unfold a world of hidden messages for children and parents and it is vital to make sure the children share the information between one another as well as parents (Nutbrown 2011 p4).
The educator is the key element of the Froebelian approach therefore the educating adult has to be at every movement whilst being firm and flexible (Tovey 2012 p110). 
Children that grow up in extreme poverty suffer serious consequences including the health and survival of children, where children who grow up in relative poverty undermines the wellbeing of the child along with the social inclusion and ones self esteem whilst reducing learning and developmental opportunities. The most important element of any strategy is implementing a child’s right to benefit from social security while including social insurance (UNCRC Article p61).








Article 31
Leasure, play and culture:
Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities while feeling a sense of belonging within a setting, with a voice that gets listened to and where cultures are respected and embraced even the gypsy and traveling community (Brodie and Savage p120).
Frobel states that the highest level of a child’s development is play, as it promotes enjoyment and satisfaction which gives t]each child the best start to life.  While self-chosen play activities help develop determination, persistence and concentration in a young child Frobel also states that lay helps children reflect on understanding the people and world around them while also discovering themselves (Tovey 2012 p31).
Article 19
Protection from violence, abuse and neglect:
Governments must do all they can to ensure that children are protected from all forms of violence, abuse, neglect and bad treatment by their parents or anyone else who’s care they are in. In 1989 most governments across the world promised al children the same rights by adopting the UN convention on the rights of the child (Uncrc pdf 2019).
Ndna states that to ensure children are protected and safe at settings all staff must be fully trained to the understanding of the safe guarding policy and to know what to do in any given situation where a child’s safety and welfare is at risk (Ndna no date).
Parents are needed to provide for the child’s health, education, emotional development, nutrition whilst providing  safe living conditions for the child. To ensure the physical development of ones brain then forming positive relationships is extremely important aspects of a child’s development and not only the brain but also the social and emotional development of a young child (Farrelly 2010 p66).


Article 12
Respect for the views of the child:
Every child has the right to express their views and feelings in all matters which may affect them therefore it is vital that the mosaic approach is met to listen from a young child’s perspective (clarke, 2005). For a child to have their views considered and took seriously some ECE settings have teachers to either fill out a questionnaire together with a child or expect the parent to do it along with the child from home for the right information to be collected regarding the child’s opinion (Taylor & Francis group 2014).
In the early years sector there is little evidence to say that the little voices get listened to as young children are almost discounted when it involves major decisions that can take affect on their life’s (Brodie and Savage 2015 p5). 
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