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Semiotic Analysis

A semiotic analysis is a great way to analyse an image, it helps discover hidden detail within
the image and usually brings more attention to what the original artist had hoped for, as well
as doing this there is also the chance to discover thing that the original artist did not intend for
and can help find meaning to things they may have not necessarily thought of, this means it
can be a great way to reflect on work. This could help others by bringing meaning to things
they may or may not had thought of this would greatly help their understanding of not only

the image but the meaning behind what is in the image.



This is a poster image for the film “Ready Player One” which was released in 2018 and

depicts what life could be like within a video game. (Penn, Cline and Cline, 2018)

This image represents a wide verity of different things that incorporate the film, I will further
my analysis by looking into the meaning of what is in the image. The first thing I notice
throughout the whole poster is that there is a very vibrant and noticeable blue colour theme.
Anytime you turn on a computer and there is a problem it will most likely show up with a
blue screen, I feel this posters use of colours is used to represent this feeling as it is most

notably associated with computers and screens.

Investigating this image further there is a distinctive meaning with the object in the centre,
the given colour and size of the object makes the viewer feel that it is important, and more

attention should be brought to it. I feel this represents the main premise of the film as there is



so much going on and around the object, but the colours and other shapes bring your eyes
towards this object and makes you focus on this, the artist also uses this to bring attention to

the title of the film that has been placed directly in the centre of this object.

Looking further into the image there is a noticeable correlation between the characters placed
at the top of the poster and the bottom, most of the characters and actors line up not just in the
way they are standing but also the direction they are looking, the link between these actions
signify to the viewer that they are actually the same person and represent one another. (ECO,

1976)

The image gives me a warm and welcoming feeling, almost like it is inviting me into the
story line along with the characters in the poster this investigation has greatly helped my
understanding of this poster as I have gone into greater depths as to not only what it
represents but what it wants you to feel. By implementing this into other work I feel it would
not only help me further understand other images or posters but would help other people

identify things that they may or may not have seen.

Manifesto

Manifestos can be used within marketing to help bring the brand further a long, this can be done by

simply making it short and relatable to many of the indented audience (Dickson, n.d.)



My manifesto will contain eight of my beliefs, theses will be things that I stand by and believe in, this
will be a good exercise for me to work on my reflective writing as well as to discuss and be familiar
with conflicting opinions and thoughts. I will then choose three of these beliefs to further write about,
this will give me a better understanding as to why I choose them as well as to give others the

opportunity of seeing why I stand by these statements.

I believe that

Art should be free to view

10 hours of sleep is needed each day

Everyone should be entitled to do what they want without being judged

No one should be misinformed

People should be able to express themselves however they feel fit

There should always be somewhere for people to show off their work

Creative tools should be easy to obtain and affordable for all

Everyone should be treated as equals

With my beliefs being written out I will now focus on three of them to further elaborate on.

Not all people agree that art should be free to view but I feel that the people who do agree outweigh
those who disagree. One artist by the name of “Banksy” creates many works of “art” or “graffiti” on
the streets, this means it is free to view and can be seen by anyone that is able to travel to where the
art is (Blanché, 2016). Banksy has become one of the largest and most well-known graffiti artists due

to his political views and how he shows off his work in the public eye. A lot of Banksy’s work is



considered illegal as he does not have permission off the owners to put his work on their property, this

could lead to a negative view of him from people within the law.

Another argument that relates to the world of graffiti would be to let people express themselves how
they see fit, this could come in many different forms but the main one that would stand out to me
would be that of graffiti. Keith Haring was a well-known pop/street artist, he used his platform to
bring attention to the AIDs virus which was a big problem during the time of his efforts, this allowed
the subject to be more widely spread for people to talk about and help with. (Smith, 2018) Keith
Haring started his early work by drawing on empty subway ad spaces, this was done with white chalk

on a black board, this allowed all of the commuters see his work uninterrupted.

k&3

Not all creative tools are affordable for everyone, this means that not everyone who can use

them actually has access to them so subsequently artists are being deprived of creating work
and projects due to their financial situation, some software does offer a payment plan but
again not everybody has the financial stability for it. To use some tutorials within software
you also need access to specific hardware, this gives you the best result for something
specific you are wanting to do. (LinkedIn, n.d.) There are of course cheaper and free
alternatives to every piece of software but with using these comes less tutorials and less

functions that you should be able to access, a good example of this is “Gimp” a substitution



for photoshop, gimp can be hard to use and does not have every feature that photoshop does,

it was released in 1996. (www.guru99.com, n.d.)

Practice-based Writing

For this task I will be talking about a piece of art that [ worked on myself as part of an earlier project.
This will allow me to better understand my artwork as I will be able to look into with further detail.

This will allow me to see what things went right as well as when went wrong and what could be

improved.

The piece of work I will be talking about is called “Censored” this derives from the fact that there is a

big censored block within the work itself.

The original intent for this image was to be a copy of Banksy’s work titled “Child Soldier” depicting a

child holding a big machine gun that shoots crayons.




After I originally put the work up depicting this the council decided that they didn’t want it as it was
“offensive” (Council, n.d.). To get around this problem I decided to literally censor the gun so it
would not be classed as offensive. Some governments and council even go as far as to protect “art” or
“QGraffiti” as they feel it can represent the place they are in and can in some cases draw many people

towards the area, this would mean it would be good for the council as more tourists would come by

and bring more traffic towards them.

As this work was meant to be anonymous, I had no way of telling people what it was actually about,
all I wanted to do was to put something that looked cool up but in doing so I was making a statement.
One person pointed out that it was standing out for young people in showing that things are too
censored for children such as games and films. By taking away the gun I had implemented a whole

new meaning to the image.

The image was spread around fast on social media and many people knew of it in my home town, it
was free to view and was in a very accessible place, this meant anybody who wanted to see it, or was

going to the destination as it was popular anyway, would be able to see this piece of artwork.

After looking back on this piece of work there would be many things I would do different, I do feel
that the placement of the piece is good but I feel it could’ve been executed better. Having taken more

time preparing the work and getting ready to put it up then I feel it would’ve ended up looking a lot



better and even more fitting in the environment. Creating this piece and having the reaction that it did
on people I greatly changed how my work was done, this was mainly because of the reaction of the
people who saw it. They created meaning there that was not the original intent, this made me realise
that there could be deeper meaning to all of my work and with extra time added then I could make
stuff that is not only relatable to people but art that also carries a message and allows me to speak my

mind.
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