	
	
	






This paper will highlight who the Kray Twins are, as well as talking about criminological theories that suggest the Krays were born a criminal. This paper will also highlight the advantages and limitations of criminological theories for both born and made criminals. 
The first Criminological theory linked to the Kray is the Phrenology theory. This theory was introduced by Franz Joseph Gall. Phrenology is a detailed study of the brain analysing the shape and size which could help suggest criminal behaviour. A bump in the skull can determine if a person will be more likely to commit criminal behaviour compared to people without a bump (Brittanica, 2024). Sutton, (2016) Suggests that there is brain damage and crime involves a direct link. The direct link this has between the Kray Twins is that Ronnie Kray had Diphtheria at a very young age (Pearson, 2011). Diphtheria is not normally serious however if left untreated can become a very serious illness. This is because it can affect the Central Nervous System. This can suggest that the Kray Twins could be born a criminal.
The second Criminological theory linked to the Krays is the Personality theory by Hans Eysenck. This theory is suggesting being twins comes from heredity which comes from different personalities. (McLaughlin, Muncie, Hughes, 1996). This links to the Krays as there were identical twins. Eysneck in Fox, (2017) suggests that Eysenck found that identical twins were more likely to be engaged in criminal behaviour at 77% than fraternal twins at 12%. This help to establish the point that heredity play a vital role in criminal behaviour. This could also suggest that Ronnie and Reggie grew up together, potentially with the same thought process, but due to the being identical and close, Ronnie would have been able to influence Reggie and the same can be said the other way. This can suggest that the Kray Twins could be born a criminal.
With these theories there comes a number of advantages and limitations. The advantages of criminological theories that suggests somebody was born a criminal are they allow for further research to take place (Bachman, 2011). This can help criminologists and government agencies to further use these theories and come about an overall understanding in order to put measures in place to combat crime. This directly links to the second advantage which is that these theories can introduce criminal behaviour to evidence based policing practices (Agnew, 2023). This can help as evidence-based policing practices can help to establish a cause of criminal behaviour and help to ascertain an overall deterrence to it. This can also help to understand what evidence-based policing practices work and which practices don’t work. 
The limitations to criminological theories that suggest somebody was born a criminal is that there is an overemphasis on biological factors (Barak, Leighton, Flavin, 2010). This is because they fail to consider psychological, environmental, and social factors that can impact somebodies' life and can cause them to commit criminal behaviour. This suggests that they do not consider factors such as where somebody grew up, social norms of that area. This is a very narrow view and perspective as they are more to crime than criminological behaviour. This also implies that every criminal behaviour is caused by a biological factor whereas in fact many crimes are caused from factors such as Social, Environmental and Psychological. These theories lack evidence to suggests they are effective (Williams III, McShane, 2018) This suggests that these theories can become hard to follow as they often are not successful and also that they are often biased and narrow in their research. An example of this is the theory of phrenology which has since been debunked due to the methods being scientifically false.
There are also advantages and limitations to criminological theories that suggest somebody was made a criminal. The first advantages of criminological is that they consider that there are multiple factors that contribute to crime (More, 2023). This suggests that a crime action cannot be completed through one factor in somebodies' life and consider environmental, social and psychological factors. This allows for more advanced research to take place so that criminologists can ascertain what environmental, social and psychological factors have an impact on criminal behaviour. The second advantage of criminological theories that suggests somebody was made a criminal is that it can enhance the understanding of human behaviour within a society (Akers, Sellers, Jennings, 2017). This allows for criminologists and governing bodies to understand how human behave within a society and community. This can then allow them to assess what needs implementing with society to reduce the rate of criminal behaviour and what factors within the community help that human stay away from criminal behaviour.
There are also a number of limitations to criminological theories that suggests somebody was made a criminal. The first limitation is that they do not account for unique psychological profiles (University of Glasgow, (2024). This implies that these theories are narrow in their approach as they only mention certain profiles. An example of this is somebody is lives in a poverty driven area, grew up poor and has a bad interaction with people in their society. A person who lived a happy life, with good money and good interactions can still be involved in criminal behaviour due to something that is unique in their life that has caused them to commit crime. This also suggests that they do not consider illnesses such as schizophrenia as this is a more complex profile and these theories are narrow in their perspective. The second limitation is the oversimplification of behaviour (Azeredo, Moreira, Figueiredo, Barbosa, 2019). This is due to these theories talking broadly about one factor for example only mentioning environmental factors. For criminal behaviour to occur there needs to be a link and interaction between multiple factors such as biological and psychological factors and not just one factor that causes criminal behaviour.
This paper highlighted criminological theories that suggest the Krays were born a criminal. This paper also highlighted the advantages and limitations of criminological theories for both born and made criminals. 
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