Create a community profile for your PTE1 school. Using relevant literature, suggest ways in which the school could make use of its location and community to support pupil learning.

Introduction
In this assignment, I will be analysing the community engagement practices at my PTE1 school, evaluating their current approach and exploring ways to further involve the community to benefit students, their families and the wider community. It’s crucial to consider the Bera document on ethical guidelines for educational research while approaching this analysis. (Bera, 2024) This document emphasises the importance of respecting the privacy of both institutions and individual participants. To ensure privacy, researchers should use methods such as anonymisation, pseudonymisation or fictionalisation while reporting. Therefore, when referencing my school, I will refer to it as school X. 

Community Profile
[bookmark: _Int_k1zFfsC3]My PTE1 primary school is located in an urban area in Pembrokeshire. Research indicates that this area is lacking in essential facilities, which can limit opportunities for students to engage in enjoyable and enriching activities. This not only effects the children but also places a burden on parents and guardians. With few local facilities available, families often face the challenge of arranging transport to reach those that are farther away. While the area is relatively close to a town that offers a variety of recreational options for both children and adults, not all families have the necessary means, whether in terms of transport or financial resources to access these amenities. Supporting this,(Wired software LTD, 2021) a 2021 census of 123 households revealed that 63 households experienced some form of deprivation across one or more dimensions, further highlighting the lack of disposable income for activities or transportation. Fortunately, according to Sinclair (2023)  a phased development project has been approved for the area, with senior councillors granting approval in September 2023.  (co-operatives uk, 2021) The phased project will add camping and parking facilities, followed by the development of woodland walks, sports areas, coffee shops, workshops and a resource centre for local organisations and schools. Currently, (School X, 2024) there are initiatives in place that allow families to engage in activities and new experiences while also providing opportunities to connect with their own and other families. The school offers a free learning project open to any adult with a child enrolled at the school. The courses are designed to be enjoyable and educational for both adults and families, offering a variety of activities suitable for all. Subsequently, free crèche services are provided for children over 6 weeks old to make it easier for parents to participate. Given the challenges faced by parents, it raises the concern that they may be having difficulty in obtaining essential materials. (School X, 2024) The school established a support hub in 2022, run by school volunteers and equity champions. This hub provides everyday needs, including school uniforms, bedding and hygiene products available to any family that requires the items. All items can be taken discreetly to ensure privacy and prevent any potential embarrassment. 
 According to the research (Gov.wales, 2024) we can determine that in Wales out of 465,840 pupils, 90,108 were eligible for free school meals, representing 19.3%. 
(GOV.WALES 2024) This marks a 1% decrease in comparison to the previous year. (gov.wales, 2022) It is clear that schoolX surpasses the Welsh government average with its own figure standing at 27.3%. (gov.wales, 2022a) School X consists of 481 students ranging from nursey to year 6. (School X, 2024) This school consists of 18 classes, including a learning resource centre divided into two classes, this centre is designed to support children with behavioural challenges.  An additional class within the school is a nurture group, which provides focussed, short-term intervention for vulnerable pupils facing social and emotional challenges. The flying start program, which supports children under 4 in disadvantaged areas in Wales, is not currently available at this school. Introducing it could greatly benefit the children (Welsh Government, 2023a) as research shows that 
quality early childhood learning, play, and care (ECPLC) improves language skills, academic performance and behaviour, while also helping children become more independent and better prepared for the school. Implementing this program would also support the school in achieving its goals outlined in the School Development Plan, (School X, 2024) particularly its priority of improving students' literacy and numeracy skills. The School Development Plan also emphasises the importance of religion, with a priority to fully integrate faith and spiritual development into the curriculum, particularly by promoting Christian values, in line with school X’s ethos.  Research shows that (Wired Software LTD, 2021) A local census of 295 people revealed that 44% identified as Christian 47% as having no religion, 0.7% as Muslim or Buddhist and the remaining respondents didn't specify their religion. Given that the majority of the local population identifies as Christian, the schools aims align well with the values and needs of the community. The 2019 Estyn report, (School X, 2024) conducted one year after the schools opening, highlighted the headteachers successful leadership in guiding amalgamation process. It further notes that the senior leaders have consistently worked to ensure full involvement from staff, pupils, parents and Governers. As a result, all stakeholders have developed a strong sense of pride and ownership in the, then newly formed school. 

Suggestions for community engagement 
Community engagement within schools is essential and offers significant benefits in several areas. Implementing these strategies could have a profound impact on the schools overall dynamics. (Welsh Government,2023b) Key benefits include supporting low- income families in addressing child poverty and inequality, creating pathways out of poverty, assisting working parents through strong school childcare partnerships, and fostering collaboration with community leaders for joint projects and volunteering opportunities. Ultimately, if students emotional and social needs are not met, their ability to learn is compromised. Prioritising emotional well-being and providing support for home life challenges should come before focusing on academic performance, as these factors are closely intertwined. Community engagement plays a crucial role is assisting struggling parents, leading to a more secure and supportive environment for the child, helping alleviate anxiety, and promoting a positive impact on their learning and development. 
(Gov.wales, 2022b) At schoolX, 5.2% of pupils identified their ethnic background as something other than “White-British”. Although this group is in the minority, it is crucial that the school fosters an inclusive environment to ensure these students feel valued and part of the community. (Jones, 2021) Suggested that a curriculum that promotes inclusivity and cultural diversity creates opportunities for students to connect academic content to their personal experiences or cultural heritage. To engage the community, the school could invite guest speakers to share their backgrounds and experiences, helping children from similar ethnic backgrounds feel more represented while educating their peers. A more effective way of involving the community as a whole would be to encourage parents from different ethnic backgrounds to share their experiences, offering a more direct and personal approach to the area’s needs. In an online meeting (Yr Athrofa, 2021) Natalie Jones shared how both teachers and students were eager to learn about her cultural background. After conducting lessons on this topic, all students enjoyed the experience and were enthusiastic to share their own cultures. This supports the goal of building a stronger, more unified community. Teaching these subjects early on encourages children to share what they’ve learned with their families therefore establishing a more knowledgeable elder generation. Research suggested that (Drexel University, 2023) It is equally important to recognise that a multicultural curriculum has a lasting effect on students' lives. Those who are exposed to diverse cultures during their education are more likely to feel comfortable and accepting of differences as they grow older. School X’s curriculum demonstrates a clear commitment to identifying and respecting various faiths, which is essential in today’s society to foster understanding and appreciation for beliefs beyond one’s own. However, there is a noticeable gap in the inclusion of diverse ethnic backgrounds. As such, there is a need for greater focus and discussion on this topic to ensure a more comprehensive approach to diversity and inclusion.  The Welsh government has introduced an anti-racist action plan,which aligns with the suggestions i have put forward. (Anti-racist Wales Action Plan, 2022) The plan emphasises the importance of educating children as young as 4, acknowledging that racism has been entrenched and institutionalised over generations, meaning meaningful change will take time. The vision for a truly anti-racist Wales may take over a decade to fully realise. A key word highlighted in the document is “collectively”, underscoring that achieving this goal will require a unified effort.
In the Welsh Government’s document on community engagement, (Welsh government, 2023) it advocates school-to-school collaboration. Given the proximity of a larger school to school X, this approach would be beneficial, helping to enable more efficient use of funds, streamline services for families to avoid duplication, and foster a stronger sense of collective agency. Recognising that schools should work in unity rather than compete is crucial for achieving the desired outcomes for children in Wales. (DfE, 2023) A headteacher from a multi-academy trust (MAT) provided feedback supporting this view, explaining that feeder schools reduce competition, encouraging a more cooperative and genuine environment, which enables more effective collaboration. Research from (Esta, 2023) outlined that when community members recognise that schools are dedicated to their success, they’re more likely to support school initiatives and collaborate with school leaders. Strong schools play a vital role in attracting and retaining businesses and residents. By promoting strong partnerships with the community, schools can contribute to a more thriving and affluent environment. (Collaboration and Federation, n.d.) One of the Welsh assembly government’s primary objectives are to raise standards across all educational institutions in Wales. Enforcing regulations that encourage collaboration among these establishments will help achieve this goal. Additionally, in alignment with the community engagement agenda, it also supports the Welsh governments policy for public service organisations to collaborate when it benefits the public therefore, being inclusive of the communities needs as well as the school’s and pupils. Currently, (School X, 2025) school X’s governing body consists of 18 members two of whom have no voting rights, effectively leaving 16 voting members. In contrast, a nearby school that could be beneficial to collaborate with has the governing body of 13 members. By combining the governing bodies, a total of 29 diverse perspectives, could be brought together, offering more inclusive and varied suggestions that reflect the wider community. Additionally, it’s important to note that 55.17% of the combined governing body would be made up of parent and community Governers, ensuring that the communities voice is heard and that their input is considered in decision-making. Overall, building a strong community requires uniting people and valuing all perspectives. School-to-school collaboration is one of the several effective strategies to start making this vision a reality.

Conclusion
In conclusion, research indicates that community enegagement is highly beneficial for all schools, particularly those in a close-knit area. Ensuring that everyone's ideas are heard, and expectations are met plays a crucial role in how a school operates and whether it achieves its full potential. School X demonstates a strong awareness of community engagement, actively integrating various initiatives to involve the community. However, it is important to recognise that continuous renewal, adaptation, and the introduction of new ideas are essential, especially as circumstances evolve and the need to keep pace with change remains crucial.
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