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Written self-evaluation of my performance, developing learners’ Welsh language literacy skills. 

As a result of my English education, my Welsh language skills are very limited and minimal. However, since attending university, I have started to pick up and become familiar with some words, basic phrases and vocabulary. 
During my time on PTE, I have been exposed to wider and more contextual Welsh which has contributed and supported my own personal use of the language. The idea of teaching, delivering and modelling the Welsh language was a daunting prospect and one that I did not feel comfortable nor equipped to undertake. Nevertheless, I understood that it was less about my own personal ability, but more about focusing on supporting the learners to exercise the use of Welsh and correct them where appropriate. I will firstly focus specifically on evaluating the Welsh lesson I delivered and then reflect more broadly on the use of my Welsh within the classroom.
The age group of the learners in my taught lesson were ages 4-5, so another university student and I spent some time together deciding on a topic that was appropriate to teach, given the age range and therefore their Welsh ability. We chose a ‘Tedi Twt’ story book as the stimulus because we knew that the children would be familiar with this resource and that this would help to engage them. 
I feel as though my ability to encourage the learners to use Welsh was evident during my introduction where I opened the lesson with the greeting ‘Phrynhawn da pawb!’ and ‘Miss Podmore ‘dw i’- listening to my pronunciation, I think I was clear and accurate. This then encouraged the learners to respond in Welsh themselves. I also wanted to ensure that I wasn’t using Welsh that the children could not understand, so in order to make the language meaningful, I translated some Welsh phrases with the English afterwards, for example, ‘Da iawn! Well done!’ 
[bookmark: _GoBack]When asking the learners ‘syt wyt ti?’, one particular child responded ‘excited’, I was able to correct her by saying ‘gyffrous’. This reflected my ability to correct learners and also my knowledge of what excited was in Welsh. Upon reflection, I think that I demonstrated effective interaction with the children, whereby I asked ‘syt wyt ti?’ and I was also able to responded to the learners using Welsh in saying ‘dw i wedi blino’ when they asked me how I was feeling. 
I was able to use imperative verbs such as ‘grandewch’ incidentally which demonstrated my knowledge of common classroom words but equally my lack of this was also shown through my inability to recall the Welsh word for Friday. I hadn’t originally planned to ask the learners what Friday was in Welsh and the pressure to remember ‘Dydd Gwener’ was added by being filmed. 
I then used the phrase ‘Mae’n amser darllen.’ to introduce the main body of my lesson. Listening to my pronunciation, I think I was again clear and correct in the use of my language. I was unable to use the correct sentence in the right context when asking the children ‘pwy wyt ti?’ meaning to ask them ‘who is this?’ 
I was able to read the Welsh story with mostly correct use of Welsh. This seemingly confident delivery came with practice of reading the words and practising the correct pronunciation- it was not something that came naturally. 
I was able to correct the learners’ language by encouraging them to respond in Welsh by saying ‘yn Gymraeg?’. I also attempted to ask question in Welsh, such as ‘do you like chocolate?’ but my Welsh language skills at present do not allow me to use more challenging correct sentence patterns. 
In my Welsh lesson, I was able to identify when the children were mispronouncing sounds from the Welsh alphabet, for example ‘dd’. I was able to explain and model that although ‘dd’ looks like it should be pronounced with a ‘d’, in Welsh, it is pronounced differently. 
I was able to use the phrase ‘ble mae…?’ and translate to the children what it meant. I then used this question to ask the learners, for example, ‘ble mae afal?’ I was also able to use the phrase ‘Pa liw?’ when asking the children what colour the items of food were. To support the learners to answer this question I also demonstrated my knowledge of Welsh colours by suggesting a range of possible answers - ‘coch, melyn, glass.’ Counting in Welsh is a skill I have become confident and familiar with over my time on PTE whereby Welsh numbers are used frequently in the class. To end my lesson, I used ‘Hywl fawr’ and ‘Eisteddwch’.
During my four-week placement, my Welsh language skills became gradually more exercised and confident. I found myself using more Welsh phrases and words as the days went on. This was because I was immersed in the language from staff and pupils using the language around me. Therefore, I gained more understanding of what words and phrases meant and then was able to use them correctly myself. Examples of this included; greeting the children in the mornings and afternoons by saying ‘Bore da’ and ‘Pryhnawn da,’ and asking them ‘Syt wyt ti?’ When taking the dinner register, I could ask ‘Cinio neu brechdanau?’ When it was time to tidy up, I could confidently say to the class ‘Mea hi’n amser tacluso.’ These were all parts of the daily routine that incorporated Welsh that I naturally began to use in my own practice. 
Not only was I able to exercise my use of Welsh in the classroom environment, but also around the school with other children I was able to use phrases such as ‘Dim rhedeg’ or ‘Dim siarad.’ My written Welsh was evidenced in my lesson plans and marking children’s work where I would write ‘Da iawn!’ or ‘Bendigedig!’
Reflecting on my use of Welsh and supporting to develop learners Welsh language, I have recognised areas of strength and areas of weakness. I believe that my strengths are: 
· Being able to use common commands, words and phrases within the classroom and school environment
· Interacting with the learners through the medium of Welsh using basic greetings and questions
· Attempting to read Welsh text with mostly correct pronunciation
· Correcting learners on their pronunciation and understanding of Welsh
Areas of weakness: 
· Having a limited range of vocabulary that doesn’t stretch beyond a few connecting words
· Using incorrect sentence patterns, tenses and verbs
· Incorrect pronunciation with some sounds and words
Considering I wasn’t educated in Wales, I think that my Welsh language skills are of a good standard. Although there is lots of room for development and progress, I am happy with what I have picked up and the amount of Welsh I have used during PTE. I will continue to develop and practice my Welsh language by setting targets as follows; 
· Continue to use resources such as Duolingo to help with new vocabulary and sentence patterns
· Listen to more of the Welsh language by watching Welsh TV programmes etc to become familiar with correct pronunciation 
· Practise my written Welsh skills
· Use Welsh apps such as ApGeiriaduron to check my Welsh spelling. 
