	
	
	



Preparing for Professional Policing (4002)
 Policing by Consent


In this essay Policing by Consent will be put under the microscope to find the advantages of this style of Policing, also some of the problems that might arise from trials of practises. In this essay the issue with Racism within the Police will also be pointed out and to be able to effective outline this issue historical events will also be described including the death of George Floyd and the Brixton Riots.  The importance of Policing by consent will also be outlined and it will be shown how it will affect the future generations. 
 Firstly, to be able to understand the concept of Policing by Consent one must first fully understand what is meant by the word Consent. The Definition of Consent as mentioned by Gupta,S (2023) is ‘’consent is when someone gives someone else permission to carry out an action which concerns the person who is giving the consent’’.  What is Policing by Consent, Policing by consent as defined on the official government website, Gov.UK (2012) are a set of guidelines that were given to every police officer in the UK. Special recognition should be given to the second guideline which states ‘’ To recognise always that the power of the police to fulfil their functions and duties is dependent on public approval of their existence’’ this explains that the only way the police are able to do their job in the UK is only due to the fact that the British public allow them to do their job, also this statement shows that the police must strive to ensure that the public is happy with the work that they are doing and also all of everything they do they must do in the public's interest, to try ensure that the public is happy as without the support of the general public it would be very difficult for the police to be able to do their job. If everyone within the Uk were to then go on to decide to stop funding and trusting the police the UK as we know it would be completely destroyed as without military intervention there is nothing stopping criminals from committing crimes and as a result many people within the UK would turn to a life of crime losing all public order making it very hard for the UK as a whole to recover. As shown in Haiti where a major earthquake caused almost all of the government to die which let gangs take over the country, only when military aid was given was Haiti able to begin recovering.
This leads nicely into the next point which is what happens when the public loose trust in the police, and the historical failings of the police and how these failings resulted in a big loss of trust in the police and the problems that had a chance to arise due to this. All of these failings caused problems resulting in major uproar in the UK calling for changes to the system and even the firing of some Police officers.  This first incident is called the Brixton Riots due to the major riots that happened as a direct result of the failings of the police and the over exploitation of the powers that are granted to the police White, N (2011). One of these powers that the police had police had just before the Brixton riots was Sus Law, As described on the Gloucestershire County Council (2023) the Sus Law was a law that allowed any police officer to arrest anyone who the police suspected may be loitering around planning on committing a crime, while in theory this would reduce the amount of crime this law in fact allowed for racism to take a hold in the police. This over exploitation of the powers against ethnic minorities caused people to become outraged and they began to lose trust in the police and rebel. As explained by J. Reed (1982) explained that in the Brixton riots of 1981 ‘’ twenty-eight buildings were burned, and 45 citizens were injured while 279 Police Officers were injured. These statistics showed that due to the lack of trust in the police and the breakdown of communication and consent it caused thousands of pounds in damage and caused a majority of police officers to be injured some bad. As a direct result of these actions, the trust in the police force as a whole in the UK dipped as people became weary and untrusting of the police, as mentioned by Brown. R (2023) the police rely heavily on the publics trust to be able to effectively and efficiently carry out their duties as law enforcement, the author points out that the distrust in the police can lead to major problems like social unrest and heightened feelings of injustice which may cause a negative feedback loop where more people feel that they have been treated unfairly and as a result even more trust is lost spiralling out of control quickly. Another point the author made is that without the cooperation of the general public the police will not be able to carry out their roles quickly. 
Another major incident that will be outlined in this essay is the death of George Floyd. George Floyd was a man who was killed in the USA and because of the nature of his death there was a major uproar from the citizens of America which reached so far that it even sparked riots in the UK and started the Black Lives Matter (BLM) Movement. As mentioned by the New York Times (2022) George Floyd was a 46 year old black man who died while being restrained by police officers, the police officers involved in the death of George Floyd were promptly fired and charged with a number of crimes but it seemed that the damage had already been done as a lot of trust in the police had been lost also meaning that a lot of people stopped giving their consent to the police which stopped the police from being able to do their job and allowed many crimes to happen.  As explained by Stripe. N (2021) there were around 5.6 million crimes reported in the UK in the year ending December 2020.  O’Neil. L, (2020) that as a direct result of the death of George Floyd there was a movement to try and defund the police service responsible for that area which if this was allowed to happen would have had very major impacts on the surrounding area. An example of a time where police were taken out of an area is in America where Nagesh. A, explains that in Seattle due to large protests police were not allowed to enter an area of the city but although it at first seemed like a major success this quickly fell as a huge wave of drug abuse, assaults and muggings began to take place and due to the police not being allowed to enter the area there was nothing that the police can do, this lead to many people unfortunately losing their lives due to either drug overdose or murder. Even now when the police have been allowed back into the area Seattle is still struggling due to the fact that so many people became addicted to drugs like Fentanyl which is a particularly dangerous drug and also thefts and assaults, this short demonstration showed us a glimpse of what it would be like to not have the police even for a short period, some describe it as anarchy. 
Over the years the way that we police our streets has been forced to change and due to this constant evolving society policing has also had to evolve with the creation of new laws and the abolishment of older less useful laws. Some of these changes have been outlined by Alex. Z (2020) the author firstly explains the 2010 act the Equality Act which brought together many different acts to allow people who don't feel comfortable in their own body to more easily express themselves, this had a major impact on the community as the police were then able to crack down on many more crimes which were being directed at people of different sexual orientations which shows how the public have the power to influence and change laws depending on the current social norms. And another change that this author mentions is the Law change in 2013 where the same sex marriages act was passed allowing same sex marriage. 
The overall idea of policing by consent has had a major impact on the UK as it has allowed the UK’s police force to freely evolve and change to keep up with the ever-evolving society, Brown. J (2021) explains that overall the police in the Uk are doing a very good job with the limited resources they have and as they face more and more budget cuts, they try to keep the quality the same.  Dodd explains that with the current budget cuts there are around 6,000 police officers which are having to fill backup roles away from the front line due to the fact that they have such a small number of staff currently. 
 Overall it is believed 	that policing by consent is a good thing as described by Tudor, S, (2023) that around 62% of people have trust in their police and although this seems like a low number this number is from all across the UK and this allows the police to be able to do their job quiet efficiently although there is always room for improvement. 
All of the past historical events have helped shape the current day police force and it has allowed the police force to evolve into something really good and beneficial for the UK.  Due to social norms always changing and evolving many rules have had to be changed, compressed and tweaked to ensure that the police are still doing what is in the current public's interest which is one of the many reasons that the police force has still been allowed to function in the UK and all around the world. 
In conclusion the idea of policing through consent has been a major advantage to the police force due to it being so adaptable and also due to the ability of the police to be able to put their hands up and accept that they made a mistake which may have cost someone greatly and in response they strive to make changes to ensure that they can keep the publics trust, and therefore keep control of the UK in a safe way while putting the evolution of society and safety of the future generations first ensuring that the next generations have a good and stable society to inherit and hopefully, they will be able to make society an even better place for their children. 
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