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[bookmark: _Toc169698915]Task A 
[bookmark: _Toc169698916]1. General duty to act in criminal law
General duties in law are basically obligations and liabilities created and imposed by law or any contract that a person or group is required to perform. Some of the general duties are imposed by some type of formal written law and unwritten legal conventions. In the context of criminal laws, In the United Kingdom generally, there is no general duty to act. However, there is an expectation in case of any omission that can be sufficient for the actus reus which is the actual act of doing the illegal things (Finch and Fafinski, 2021). In case an individual falls into certain circumstances such as being a public servant or having a familial relationship with victims, the general duty to act can emerge.
[bookmark: _Toc169698917]2. Requirements for a crime to be committed by omission
An Omission refers to the act of failure to take an action that a person is legally bound to do. In simple words, omission is the opposite of an action in which an individual lacks the action that the individual is supposed to do (studysmarter.co.uk, 2024). There are several key requirements for a crime to be committed by omission. The first and foremost aspect is that a person has a legal duty to act which is generally bounded by the rules and regulations of an institution or country. On the basis of legal liability, the person fails to act and breaches the legal duty is another aspect that should be considered. After that, the nature of the breach is also evaluated whether the breach is an offense and whether the person committed is the requite mens rea or guilty mind or not. Finally, the offense or breach that has been committed can be considered as the crime performed by an omission (Carthy, 2024). 
[bookmark: _Toc169698918]3. A statutory duty to act be presented
A statutory duty to act can be defined as a legal obligation of an individual or entity that needs to take specific actions to prevent harm to another individual or the general public. In order to illustrate, it can be said that a statutory duty to act is an individual’s liability and responsibility to prevent harm to other people such as a doctor's responsibility to cure patients avoiding any harm to them and an owner’s duty to protect individuals who are invited upon their house or land (Herring, 2022). There are different individuals who have a statutory duty to act and it broadly depends on several factors. These factors involve different situations under which a duty arises, an individual’s profession such as doctor or teacher and duties based on rescue acts. A duty of act may be imposed or bounded on the basis of a contract or statute. 
[bookmark: _Toc169698919]4. A contractual/ duty based on office be presented
Contractual duties are the obligations and responsibilities of people or any entity that bound them to perform legally. These legal bounds and obligations are broadly defined in the form of a contract. In the context of the office, there are different types of contracts defined by the government of the UK. These contract types are full-time and part-time contracts, fixed-term contracts, agency staff, freelancers, consultants and contractors’ contracts and zero-hours contracts (gov.uk, 2024). The contractual duties might be determined based on the types of contracts and the intensity of contracts. Apart from that, there are employment laws in the UK which also define employee contracts in which employees’ well-being, financial security and personal security are determined. In such a contract, both employees and employers are legally liable and bound to follow the terms and conditions defined in the contract. Finally, the terms and conditions of the contracts are based on the interests of the company and employees.
[bookmark: _Toc169698920]5. A duty to act arises from assumed responsibility
A duty to act arising from assumed responsibility comes across when an individual voluntarily assumes responsibility for another individual. Such instances may occur in a variety of contexts such as when someone takes on the care of another person or agrees to perform a certain task within a predetermined time. However, according to legal terminology, assumptions in the aspect of legal terms refer to the act of assuming responsibility or taking something for granted (fitterlaw, 2024). It emerges when an individuals or entity willingly choose to take on the consequences or obligations associated with a specific action or agreement (Macdonald, 2018). Moreover, in order to illustrate, an instance can be incorporated in which an individual takes responsibility for a vulnerable person such as an elderly person or sick person. In such cases, the person bearing the responsibility needs to take of the requirements of the elderly or sick person.

[bookmark: _Toc169698921]TASK B 
[bookmark: _Toc169698922]6. Critical illustration of the need for general duty to act within the criminal law of England and Wales
The need for a general duty to act within the criminal law of England and Wales precisely can be defined based on the analysis of both positive and negative aspects. However, at present there is no such duty to act in the country except in case of any omission. 
Arguments in favour of a general duty to act
Moral responsibility: A general duty to act is important for fostering the moral responsibilities of individuals. Moral responsibilities are basically those liabilities that encourage people to do the right things which is morally right. For instance, helping out and rescuing people in their time of need is one kind of moral responsibility. Thus, to foster moral responsibility among the natives of England and Wales, the need for a general duty to act is very significant. It will encourage people to perform their moral responsibility and help people out in case of any critical circumstances.
Maintaining order: Laws and regulations are essential for maintaining law and order within a society and managing its seamless flow. Laws establish rules and boundaries that guide people the way they should act and the way should not (Taylor, 2018). Moreover, in order to maintain chaos and anarchy such laws and regulations are evitable. Just like other laws, a general duty of act is also essential in England and Wales so that criminal activities and practices can be controlled. Moreover, it will also help maintain the safety and well-being of individuals.
Resolving disputes: The lack of a general duty to act within the criminal laws leads to a bunch of social and individual disputes that adversely affect society. The general duty to act can provide concrete support to resolve such disputes and find a legal solution that can be applicable to all (legalmatch, 2024). Moreover, it will also uphold justice and equality within the society by protecting the rights and interests of people. Apparently, it will also prevent misconceptions and the spread of misinformation within the society that can have a positive impact on society.
Preventing Harm: A general duty of act plays a crucial role in preventing harm by setting preventive measures and reducing damages. In the context of criminal laws, such duty will prohibit people to conduct or declare themselves to be wrongful. Moreover, by setting up legal liabilities, people would know the consequences of conducting crime in the country which will keep people in check from performing any crime. Moreover, it will also develop a sense of responsibility among natives of England and Wales they will help people who require help and rescue.
Arguments against a general duty to act
Creating more legal disputes: Regardless of many benefits, there are several drawbacks of the general duty to act that can adversely affect England and Wales as well as their natives. One of the most common challenges that can emerge because of the duty of act is the increasing of legal disputes. In case of any loophole, criminals may negatively use that loophole for the sake of their personal benefits. These instances may lead to many legal disputes that can degenerate the effectiveness of the general duty to act. 
Risk to rescuers: Sometimes people fall into such circumstances and trouble that they need the help of rescuers. Even, it is the moral responsibility of people to rescue and help people in their time of need. However, a general duty to act can create doubts among the rescuers of any legal action. This may prevent people from helping other individuals which can be very challenging for a better society.
An abundance of liability on common people: There are already different laws and regulations that common people have to oblige. A general duty to act may create an abundance of liabilities for the common people which can be very challenging for them to manage. In addition to this, it can also create mental pressure upon them that can affect their social life.
Challenges in implementation: In England and Wales, there are various rules and regulations that have been followed for years and have come traditionally, especially in the form of conventions. Thus, there is a flow in society in regard to such rules and regulations. However, a general duty to act may face various challenges while implementation of such duties. Even, natives of the countries may face difficulties in adopting these changes.
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