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Introduction

My scheme of work was based around the theme of Industry. In order to address the brief, I have planned a 60-minute microteaching lesson aimed at Key Stage 3 pupils. 

I wanted to look at how industry affects the landscape around us. When doing research into my idea, I came across an American photographer and his work on ‘Industrial Scars’ really inspired me. Explaining to a fellow colleague about what I wanted to teach, she suggested I look at a Russian watercolour artist Elena Romanova. Elena focuses on watercolour city skylines, allowing the paint to drip down the paper, creating an amazing effect. These craftspeople complemented one another, as they both look at landscapes, but in a different way. J Henry Fair uses photographs to show the damage that Industry has done to the surrounding areas and Elena focuses on the different shapes that the city skylines produce. By combining the two different subjects into a creative piece, I felt it would allow students to explore different mediums within the scheme of work. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thinking about the final piece and what the outcome should look like, I came up with the idea of a watercolour landscape, and an industrial skyline that would ‘bleed’ into the landscape. By using a material that allows water to manipulate it, the ‘bleeding’ would almost look like roots of a dark substance spreading away from the industrial skyline and into the beautiful landscape that the pupils would have created. I really wanted the pupils to think about the way Industry could affect different locations around the world but, more specifically, the places closer to home. To create this effect, I looked at using different materials and found that ink would be best suited, along with being relatively simple for Key Stage 3 pupils to use. I really wanted to bring in issues that were close to home, such as the effect that the steel works in Port Talbot has on the surrounding area. Over the course of the past 15 years, the steels works has pumped orange dust into the air which has fallen over residents’ houses, cars and the environment around them. To represent this the pupils would sprinkle orange Brusho paint across their watercolour landscape. 

However, I felt that just two artists were not enough research for the scheme of work, as there would not be a lot of work based on landscapes. I felt it necessary that there should be another artist that the pupils research into and this is where I found Louise Collis. Louise is a Welsh artist who currently lives in South Wales, she paints the seascapes and landscapes around her. It was important for me to find a Welsh artist as it brings in part of Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig(YCC), which I feel is an extremely important thing to do in lessons. Having researched into different documents about YCC, something stood out to me: ‘Giving pupils an understanding of the creative and expressive arts in Wales through learning about: the distinctive nature of traditional and contemporary Welsh music; the Celtic artistic and craft tradition and knowledge of contemporary Welsh art; technology represented in aspects of the built environment of Wales, past and present.’ (Jones, 1994) By looking closely at Collis’ work, pupils may be able to recognize some of the landscapes as they depict a similar environment that they have grown up with. This can also make the subject more relatable to the pupils and grasp their interest.

Having thought about what I wanted the final outcome to be, I decided to create the scheme of work revolving around learning the skills that it would take to make it. Over the course of six lessons, pupils would develop skills in composition, proportional accuracy, perspective, water colours and use of fine liners. Each lesson would focus on one of the skills and really allow the pupils to grasp the understanding behind it. ‘Tactical knowledge of craft making is acquired through experience, and it is this knowledge that enables pupils to do things as distinct from their talking or writing about them.’ (Schofield, 2015) It is important that pupils gain the skills through practical experience, by allowing them to try out the methods of drawing, painting etc it allows pupils to make mistakes and permits pupils to learn from them. 

I decided to choose the last lesson in the scheme of work for a few reasons, one of which was that it would allow my colleagues to try something that they may have not done before - drawing a fine liner skyline, adding water to the fine liner ink and then blowing, with a straw, the ink across the paper. Another reason was that the scheme of work mainly involved showing the effect Industry has on its surrounding areas. The other lessons in the scheme of work largely focus on developing the skills they would need to produce the final piece. 

‘Schools are responsible for shaping students’ attitudes to contemporary art.’ (Addison, 2000)


Scheme of Work
‘A scheme of work is a plan that defines work to be done in the classroom. Involving learners in defining a scheme of work, whether for a short project or a long course, is an important step towards motivation and involvement.’ (Council, 2008) The British Council are correct in saying that a scheme of work (SoW) does define what is done in a classroom. A SoW is a structure of lessons that outline what a teacher will be teaching throughout the course of a term. It permits teachers to map out the areas of where certain skill building, literacy and numeracy, digital competency, Cwricwlwm Cymreig and ESDGC will sit through the term or year. By planning a timetable, teachers can introduce certain topics or skill in the correct timeline. It needs to allow the pupils an opportunity to develop an understanding of skills. ‘When it comes to planning a whole scheme of work, it is important to ensure there is a balance of different skills work over the course.’ (Dossetor, 2013) A scheme of work must include the aims, what are the aims for the course of the scheme of work? What do you want your students to produce? What resources do you need? All of these things are really important when thinking and writing about your SoW.

Throughout my SoW, I tried to focus each lesson on the different skills pupils that would need to produce the final outcome. I feel like I did achieve this in the SoW that I created for this assignment, however, I feel that I may have crammed too much into the six lessons. Having done a few weeks in my placement, I definitely feel that year 9s would struggling completing some of the tasks within an hour-long lesson. If I were to look at changing the lesson scheme it would be to spread each of the lessons between 2 hours, this would allow pupils to really grasp an understanding of the skills being taught.

I tried to make my SoW logical and sequential, as it leads on from one skill to the next and eventually combines them all into one piece of work at the end. I felt that this was something I really strived to put in place, If the lessons are all over the place and the children are learning skills for something they needed in the previous lesson, they aren’t getting the maximum benefit. ‘The aim of planning is also to map out learning activities in a coherent, logical way, in order to help students, understand, learn and practice concepts and skills which will develop their abilities in English.’ (Council, 2008) I feel that each of the lessons I planned in the SoW build up pupils knowledge of certain skills and allows them to work upon them throughout the six weeks, eventually leading to the final outcome. 


Lesson Plan

‘A lesson plan is a detailed step-by-step guide that outlines the teacher's objectives for what the students will accomplish during the course of the lesson and how they will learn it.’ (Cox, 2018) I feel that planning a lesson is really important in benefitting the pupils. By having a lesson plan you can allow pupils to really investigate and understand the skills you are teaching, as it would be structured to allow enough time to do so. 

My definition of a successful lesson plan would be where there would be certain goals and activities set throughout the lesson for the pupils to do. The lesson plan would list separately what the teacher should be doing, what the pupils would be doing and a list of equipment that would be needed for duration of that lesson. Skill development is a key thing in art as each lesson will be focused on certain skills that the pupil will be encouraged to develop. Understanding the processes of specific practices will not only help the pupils in developing those skill sets but will allow them to make projects that they can be proud of. 

When writing my lesson plan I really tried to structure it clearly and logically. I wanted any teacher to be able to pick it up and be able to deliver it, if they were covering the lesson. The lesson started off with a recap of the previous lessons and really tried to bring in the key words that would have been repeated throughout the SoW. Having done a few weeks as my placement, I feel confident that key stage 3 pupils would be able to do this lesson. The SoW covers the skills needed in the final piece and handouts of skyline examples would be on hand if any pupils were struggling. 

After each lesson has been delivered I feel that it is important especially for new qualified teachers (NQT) to evaluate themselves and how they feel they taught the lesson and if they could do anything different to make the lesson better. Some older teachers who have been in the profession a while may also benefit from this as it allows for self-evaluation and can only help professional achieve better. 


The National Curriculum for Art and Design in Wales

‘To support the Welsh Government’s ethos for learning years from 5 to 16, students should be presented throughout their school years with a plethora of arts experiences.’ (Smith, 2013) Teachers need to provide pupils with meaningful and motivating topics within Art and Design. As well as that, teachers need to make sure that learners are furthering their development within the subject. By allowing pupils to experiment and use their imagination we are allowing them to become more self-aware and independent. When developing my scheme of work and lesson plan, I tried to represent the Nation Curriculum as well as I could. 

Throughout my SoW I wanted to allow the pupils to develop a wide range of skills, over the course of 6 lessons, pupils would look at watercolour painting, drawing, photography, ink work and creating a 3D model out of cardboard. By looking at those skills and then combining them into one piece allowed pupils to really benefit from then SoW.  ‘Schools are required under the education Act 2002 to provide a balanced and broadly-based curriculum that promotes the spiritual, moral and cultural, mental and physical development of pupils.’ (Britian, 2002) 


Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig

‘It is clear that art and design has a central role in developing knowledge and understanding of cultural heritage: what might be conceived of as your own heritage and that of others.’ (Schofield, 2015):11 YCC is very important in the Welsh school system, teachers need to provide meaningful and appropriate understanding of the culture around to the pupils.

I feel that I addressed the requirements of the YCC in my SoW and lesson plan to the best of my ability. I am not a fluent Welsh speaker nor are the pupils that I taught the lesson to, however I feel that it is vitally important that the welsh culture is celebrated throughout all lessons in school. On my PowerPoint and Artists handouts key words and subheadings were available in Welsh. The class was also greeted and praised in Welsh. 

Throughout the SoW the pupils would have been encouraged to take photographs of the landscape around them as they would be creating a watercolour piece based on the landscapes found in Wales. I tried to provide pupils the opportunities to develop their knowledge and understanding of the environmental issues that South Wales face regarding the Steel Works in Port Talbot.

I feel that I could definitely improve on my provision of using YCC in my future lessons. I could do this by supplying a full bilingual PowerPoint, handouts or worksheets, available for any pupils who do have welsh as their first language. 


The National Literacy and Numeracy Framework

It is really important that all teachers include literacy and numeracy in their lessons for pupils to really develop those skills across different subjects. In my SoW I really tried to touch upon both frameworks. I handed out artists work sheets for pupils to read and keep in their sketchbooks, encouraging them to use the keywords that were on them. I also developed a label that the pupils would be sticking in their books with help on how to write an evaluation. In the lesson I chose, once the pupils had finished their final piece, they were really encouraged to write an evaluation on it. These things can really help develop their Literacy skills. It is really important in Art to evaluate your work and others, what I tried to do in the plenary section of my SoW, was to ask the pupils to evaluate each other’s work and to tell me 2 things that they like about it and one thing that they could improve on. As well as Oracy, this can also help the pupils when they come to write evaluations. 

It is quite hard to introduce Numeracy into the classroom without it being forced, however, in my SoW I really wanted to fit certain parts of numeracy in there. To do this I introduced; composition, negative space, scale and 3D shapes, all of which are to do with numeracy. To improve this provision for the future, I feel that the pupils may have benefitted more from handouts with these on, this is something that I shall consider. 


The Skills Framework – Thinking

Across the curriculum not just in Art and Design, learners need to develop their planning, developing and reflecting skills. In Art and design, teachers focus on Understanding, Investigating and Making. These are the 3 key skills that pupils need to focus on in order to develop their knowledge thoroughly. Pupils need to be encouraged to look at things in a new way and build upon those ideas and make them even greater. 

Each lesson in my SoW, I wanted the pupils to focus on understanding what they needed to do, investigating into how they needed to do it, by giving them a demonstration and finally, making, by creating their final piece of work. This is vital to the pupil’s development in those areas, if they don’t go through the process, they won’t retain the information as well as they could. 

Throughout the lesson that I taught, I showed pupils what they would be doing, I then gave a demo on how to draw the skyline using fine liners and an outline. This touched up understanding and investigating. I think allowed pupils to go ahead and do the task themselves, this allowed them to touch upon the making skill framework.

Once they had finished the task, pupils were encouraged to write out an evaluation. This allowed them to reflect on what they had done. If I were to look at doing anything different in my microteaching, that would be to make the demonstration longer and too really make sure every pupil knew what was expected of them by asking more questions, this is something I have picked up from teaching in my placement. 


Teaching and Learning Theories

Learning in this day and age is different especially in Art and Design. Technology has become a huge part of the pupil’s lives from a very young age and for teachers to not recognise this and become accustom to it is silly. Teachers should be using the technology to their advantage and encourage pupils to use it in their work.  As the internet and mobile phones are extremely prevalent, these resources should be utilised to their entirety. 

When I came to write my SoW I wanted it to be accessible by all different types of learners, so studying one practical learning theory would not have been sufficient. I wanted to give pupils enough freedom to be able to express themselves and develop their skills however be structured enough so that they are productive within the confines of the lesson plan. I really feel that it is vital to allow children to have no limits to their creativity. ‘Teaching requires you to transform the knowledge you possess into suitable tasks which lead to learning.’ (S Capel, 2006)


Differentiation

Differentiation within education is the process of distinguishing between less able and more talented pupils. If pupils were more talented and finished the lessons task quickly, then they could move onto the extension task which was the evaluation. For the pupils who were less able, I tried to provide clear instructions on handouts and the evaluation/keywords help sheet. 

However, I feel that I really should have looked further into modifying the worksheets to really break down the task. It is really vital to differentiate pupils as they all work at different paces and have a wide range of abilities, to be able to cater for them all is one of the teachers most important roles. I think that as you begin to build upon your skills and knowledge about certain subjects you are able to plan your lessons in advance and cater for certain pupils’ ability. 


Equality of Education Opportunity

‘Equal Opportunities (EO) policies attempt to foster the conditions for pupils to fulfil their potential irrespective of their, (dis)ability, ethnicity, gender, nationality, race, religion, sexual orientation, or social class.’ (Burgess, 2015):87

When planning my scheme of work, I chose a subject that I felt would appeal to all pupils regardless of their gender. Reflecting on my SoW and lesson plan, I really think that it would appeal to both boys and girls. The visual resources that were provided to the pupils featured the work of both male and female artists. Within the SoW and lesson plan, pupils would be researching into the works of an American photographer and a Russian watercolour artist, which represent different art forms from other cultures.

In hindsight I think I should have taken into consideration more whether the scheme of work would appeal to both boys and girls.


Health and Safety

I feel that Health and Safety is a big factor in the classroom, especially an art classroom. There are plenty of things that could cause harm to a pupil if they were to mess around and not do things properly. It’s not just the obvious things like running around a classroom or throwing things across the class but things like keeping the room ventilated when using paint or ink. 

When teaching my lesson, I made it clear for the pupils to have their bags under the table and to have their coats on the back of their chairs. As the pupils were going to be using straws, which were supplied in a bag in front of them and told the class that they were not to take the straws out of the bag until they were told to do so. This was a part of the health and safety as I didn’t want any of them blowing in each other’s faces. Upon reflection I feel that I probably should have given the straws out instead of leaving them their until needed as Year 9s would most likely disobey that order. 



Action Plan


	QTS STANDARD 
	AREA TO IMPROVE 
	PROCESS TO ACHIEVE IMPROVEMENT 
	HELP AND GUIDANCE NEEDED 
	INDICATORS OF SUCCESS 

	S1: Professional Values and Practice

 
	When asking questions at the start of the lesson you need to give clues and not open-ended questions.
	Ask pupils open ended questions, encouraging them to answer them using keywords they have learnt.
	Write up some questions to ask at the beginning of the lesson to ask the pupils.
	Pupils will be able to answer questions without using just Yes or No, giving full answers. 

	S2: Knowledge and Understanding

 
	Laminate your beautiful worksheets and resource sheets. This will enable you to use them again and again and protect your investment in printing costs.
	Laminate worksheets for pupils so they will have access to them at all times.
	Access to a laminator.
	Pupils will have access all worksheets.

	S3.1: Teaching: Planning, Expectations and Targets
	Aim to introduce effective regular demonstrations when in front of a KS3 class.
	Make sure that every lesson has an informative demonstration.
	Have all equipment and tools ready for the demonstration and lesson.
	All pupils are successful in completing the task correctly.

	S3.2: Teaching: Monitoring and Assessment
	Develop your ‘Evaluation’ worksheet. Year 9 pupils would need more guidance to write a paragraph on industry’s effect on the environment.
Think about additional learning needs and make the layout more inclusive (as discussed after the lesson).

	Write out a more thorough evaluation worksheet for pupils to stick in the front of their sketchbooks/folders in order for them to understand.

Develop an additional worksheet for pupils that have additional learning needs.
	Read over the worksheets to double check that they are suitable for pupils.
	Pupils will be able to write out a successful evaluation. 
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