FINDINGS 


For my primary research of “would the legalisation of drugs be beneficial to the emergency and health services”  it needed to be gathered which was conducted in two ways, one by conducting interviews from various members of the police force from South Wales Police and Gwent Police and the other method by conducting online surveys. However, the questions that were asked varied and were tailored to that individuals background.  This was to make sure that there was a variety of responses and did not solely relay on the public’s opinion. This research will help conclude whether my hypothesis is correct and drugs should be legalised for the benefit of the health and emergency services or it should not be legalised. 

When looking at the interview questions and at the responses given from an Inspector from Gwent Police compared to a Sargent at South Wales Police on neighbourhood policing team (NPT) it is significant that they are completely different. This probably due to both participants working in different geographical locations and there being different rates of crime and bigger issues in their sectors. 

When looking at the online surveys there were over 100 participants that took part in the survey, where each participant was kept anonymous and all their information was kept securely. Although there were 100 participants that took part in the survey it was found that not everyone who took part wanted to answer all the questions. 
The first question from the survey was; “What is your age category?’
It was found that the largest number of participants was aged between 18-24 with there being 49 (48.5%) participants that took part in that age group. Whereas the other age categories, such as the 25-36 year olds only had 18 (17.8%) participants in that age group. But when it came to the 37-50 year old category had a response of 22 (21.8%) participants. However, in the older categories is where we can begin to see that there were not as many people responding to the questionnaire in the older categories and that there was a decrease in the number of the older population. For example, 51-64 only had 4 (4%) participants and in the 65+ category where there was only 4 (4%) participants and 3 (3%) of participants that did not want to disclose their age to the survey. This can also been seen on Appendix three, this is shown in a pie chart version.  
These figures means that the primary research that is going to be analysed is going to be mainly biased on the larger section of the age group between 18 to 24, this is down to it being the biggest number of participants, who could have a completely different view on drugs compared to the older generation. 
Question two was; “What gender do you identify as?” 
When asking the participants what gender that they identify as this is also shown as Appendix four, as the largest was females where 60 people identified as a females and then 37 people identified as a male and 4 people identified as transgender. When comparing the survey responses to the interview questions from personnel from a professional background, who have experienced various people and families being destroyed by drugs or turning to crime, it is quite likely to sway their views on drugs becoming legalised may differ. 
Question three was “Have you ever been tempted to try an illegal substance?”
This is where the statistics began to change and lean that there is a large population of the participants that has been tempted to try an illegal substance, with the highest being 53 (52.5%) participants that said yes the second highest was no with 38 (37.6%) saying that they have no been tempted to try an illegal substance and only 9 (8.9%) participants saying maybe they have been tempted to try an illegal substance and 1 (1%) participant say that they would prefer not to disclose. From these statistics it can give an eye opener onto the next question. Appendix five
Question four “if yes, do you feel that you were peer pressured into trying an illegal substance?” 
Appendix six, for this question only 94 participants answered the question this only relates to participant who have been tempted to try an illegal substance who answered yes. For this question the highest number of votes was for no were 62 (66%) of participants felt that they were not pressured into illegal substance and 32 (34%) said that yes they felt that they were peer pressured into trying an illegal substance. From those 32 participants that answered yes if they were not peer pressured into trying that illegal substance they could have not been tempted to try an illegal substance which could then lead onto impact factors like them becoming addicted to drugs. Form this question it then leads onto my next one; 

Question five “Do you think a lot of people are tempted try drugs when they attend or go to university?” 
Appendix seven, 89 (86.4%) of the participants said yes, feeling that a lot of people when they enter the university environment are tempted to try drugs. Were there was 14 (13.6%) participants that feel that no they do not go to university to be tempted to try an illegal substance. However, is the no participants saying no due to being an older generation, when speaking to one of the participants from the 37-50 age category they feel that many people go to university to get an education and an degree and stay on the straight and narrow path. Whereas when speaking to someone from the age category group of 18-24 they feel that they go to university yes to get an degree but to also adventure out and find themselves and also try new things no matter at how dangerous they could potentially be. These two completely different opinions could be down to their upbringings, both are from completely different generations where drugs could be less common in their era to what it is now. 
Question six “What are your views on drugs becoming legalised in the UK?”
There was many mixed views on drugs becoming legalised in the UK with some people saying that all drugs should become legalised, however with other people saying that marijuana only should become legalised for medicinal reasons. One participant talks about their own experience of where they have had an experience

Whereas there are people who participated in the survey who are strongly against decriminalising drugs in the UK, especially with the current climate of Covid- 19, they believe that there is already a strain on the emergency services and the health services so decriminalising drugs will just create more of a backlog and a strain to the services having to deal with people who are having a bad trip or could be dying from a bad overdose or injured themselves from taking a specific illegal substance. Another participant believes that it is a bad move as it will mean that more people would become addicted and as a result end up putting more pressure on the NHS and other emergency services, which at theses current trying times are already stretched. Another participant X had a bad experience of trying a drug when they went to university as they thought it would of helped them cope with an mental illness, but they soon became to realise that it was not helping with the current mental health illness and from that became seriously unwell. After this the participant stopped taking this drug and seek actual medical help and got counselling which they believed was a much healthier way to deal with their mental health illness. As they feel that certain illegal substances have an damaging impact on the brain and peoples mental health in general. The way in which they can see the decriminalisation of drugs is through being prescribed or for use of pain relief in small doses and done by a medical professional. 
These people talk through their own experience and from this could have been put off for live due to the side effects it had on them, this is where you can argue some of the others participants points where they feel that the decriminalisation of drugs will lead becoming more drug addicts, where in actual fact they could be completely wrong if they all have the same experience as participant X, who by the seems of it been put off illegal substances and believe that seeking professional  medical help such as counselling is more healthier then turning to drugs. Legalising also has many potentials such as; could reduce the number of crime rates and the number of crimes being committed due to drugs becoming easier to purchase and also individuals not having to result to crime in order to pay their local drug dealer. Prisons and punishment is not the way to treat people who use or try drugs another participant believes, if drugs were to become decriminalised they believe that crime rates would fall and there would be no black market or dodgy dealers. Legalising drugs would be safer if they had regulations and quality inspections, this would help the NHS help that person if they were to have an overdose as they would know the exact ingredients that had been put into that substance and the amount that was taken. Other participants opinion for legalising is just for some drugs (like marijuana but not heroin) as this could be beneficial if it was properly regulated. I think the age should maybe be higher than 18 as I think some drugs can cause neural issues when taken by young people.

Whereas there are other participants that are against decriminalising drugs who think it is complicated and believe if we follow in the footsteps of Holland and relax the rules that it can be controlled and believe that it can drop the number of users. And if this was to happen that the more they become legalised and controlled that there would be less incidents of mixed unknown substances with the lead to there being unknown side effects.  Whereas another participant believes that it will allow people to make their own decisions on whether they want to try drugs and if they are tempted to try an illegal substance and are in trouble or have a bad reaction they would not feel as threatened to call the emergency services or their family for help as they would not get in trouble for having tried or being in possession of that substance. But then counter acts their view by saying that however, it can encourage young people to try these drugs and do not comprehend how they can be harmful to you if they are legal. They have done research and know that Portugal has legalised drugs and it seems to be working well for their current system. Which ends up allowing more money to be spent towards mental health services and rehabilitation instead of sending each offender to prison. A trial run would be a good start to see if it works out. But they fear for people’s mental health should drugs become easier for people to obtain. Another participant views are that if drugs were to become legalised it would allow people to have the availability to participate in taking the drugs of their choice without the secrecy that is associated now and has many people tempted for the wrong reasons. Another believes that if they were to become legal that people would not benefit from selling them and would turn to become clean and it would become safer with guidelines for selling and peoples personal use.
Whereas other people say that legalising drugs in the UK could allow for more drug trials and or testing whether drugs can be used for further medicinal purposes and say that if they were to become legalised then they should and needs to be done in an controlled environment, an example of this; would be like the heroin clinics in Switzerland where the correct dosage is given and is monitored under supervision.  Whereas other participants opinions were saying that legalising drugs is a bad move as it is giving up on enforcement and opens the door to allow people to try any and all drugs, which could lead them down the line to becoming addicted and causing them to participate in crime and becoming a burden to the NHS with associated physical and mental health problems that originated from taking the illegal substances. Which could also lead onto other factors like people thinking that it is safer now due to it becoming legalised and then would cause an increase in number of overdose deaths as their knowledge on drugs is not the same as alcohol. If drugs were to become as available as alcohol it would increase the number of people suffering with depression and anxiety among students. 


Question seven “do you think there is enough support in place for people who need help for rehabilitation?”
The responses for this question brought a massive shock to the amount of people who believe that there is not enough support in place for people who need rehabilitation with the largest response being No 59 (57.8%) of the participants believe that there is not enough support in place for people. 17 (16.7%) participants believe that Yes there is enough support in place for people who need rehabilitation and 26 (25.6%) Maybe there is enough support in place. 

Question eight links on from question seven “Are you aware of any support groups that are available for people?”
There was a large amount of responses that said no they were not aware of any support groups available for people suffering from drug addiction or some only know about a few and that one mainly being “Frank” and “MIND”. There are a few participants that know of a few that many people are not aware of such as Drug Aid, Drug anonymous groups, the NHS have a duty of care to look after people who are suffering and they can offer or put in place support for that person. People who suffer from drug misuse are able to get counselling this can even be done through the NHS or people can pay private. 
Whereas other people feel that there could be more support groups for substance misusers put in place for families as drug addiction not only does it affect that person but it also effects families and people who are close to them.  For others it raises an concern as if they are not aware of any support groups, does the people who are suffering and crying for help know of any that they can turn too? 

Question nine “Do you find a lot of people who turn to crime is related to drug taking?”
 There was 102 responses for this question with the highest response being yes 66 (64.7%) people believe that people who take drugs are more likely to turn to crime, this is because they believe that they are trying to get money to help get money for their next fix. 13 participants (12.7%) voted no they do not believe that people who take drugs turn to crime and then finally 23 participants (22.5%) that believe that they might turn to crime. Which links back to the case of Matthew Herring, who was convicted for a string of robberies in the city of Hull. This was all down his drug addiction, which lead him to committing robberies and some of which being a knifepoint. Even though his drug addiction lead him to this crimes when he had to attend court he showed no remorse. He was that desperate for his next fix he would target people at cashpoints or when they were distracted on their phone and would approach them with a knife, and him demanding their money until they done so. 

Question 10 “What are your views on the current UK drug policies?”

The majority of the peoples responses for this question believe that the policies that are in place for the UK aren’t strict enough and where they feel that the UK is lacking support and are behind other countries who are offering support for drug users. 
The current UK drug policy has been put in place to reduce the harm that drugs caused to people, which also includes health impacts and drug related offending this is measured by Drug Harm Index and increasing the number of drug–misusers offenders entering treatment through the Criminal Justice System.  The UK drug policy is currently under The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971, the overall problems that were found out in the UK drug policy that the key issues that were picked up from it all was;
· Death 
· Crime 
· And health problems 
All these points have been picked up in my literature review and also from the findings from the interviews from people from a professional background who all have many years of service. However, these policies were last reviewed in 2008 and now has left many people feeling that they are outdated and not up to date and with the number of drug cases rising and the number of drug overdose deaths something needs to done in order to control this and get it under control. Other issues that the drug policies face is that there is not enough rehabilitation for people who are struggling with drug problems, other problems mean that they clearly are not working as there are still so many people becoming addicted to drugs and being tempted to trying them.  There also needs to be more of a push on education in schools which is paramount, to make sure that children/ teenagers are more educated on smoking and the harm and effects of drugs and what effects it can have not only on yourself but others who you love and surround yourself with. 

Question eleven “What are your views on other countries drug policies i.e. non – European countries?”
When comparing this to the UK drug policies to the non- European drug policies there is a big difference in the way drug offenders are punished with harsher sentencing and also have the opportunity for better rehabilitation. As where the countries that have legalised drugs they still have harsh sentencing in place for people who are found with large amounts of drugs i.e. drug dealers who will then be sentenced to harsher punishment. Countries that have legalised drugs tend to find that there are less number of crimes being committed, an significant decrease in the number of drug overdose deaths and also that there is not a strain on the health services for cases of HIV or overdoses. Other people believe that there is positive progress is being attempted to support those who uses drugs and may need to seek support. 

Question twelve “What do you class as an illegal substance?” 
When answering what do you class as an illegal substance, the majority of the responses was Class A, B and C. with there begin other responses as such as something that can cause you harm, listing types of drugs such as coke, crack, heroin, weed, LSD, mushrooms,  steroids, ecstasy etc… other people believed it to be something that you could not buy over the counter, or something that you would not take in front of a police officer, anything that is deemed unsafe by the government and finally something that you would get arrested for. 

Question thirteen “Are you aware of the countries that have legalised drugs? If so can you name some?”
The most common answers for this is the well-known countries like; Portugal, Amsterdam, Canada, some states in the USA, Argentina, Finland and Brazil. Not all of these countries have legalised all drugs like Portugal but the majority of them have legalised marijuana (weed).   



For this project I was lucky enough to be able to speak to various personnel’s from working backgrounds, where I could sit down though a socially distanced space and speak with the Sargent from South Wales Police for Swansea Central Neighbourhood Policing team; where they believe that since the start of lockdown in 2020 there has not been an increase in the number of drug overdoses as far as the Sargent is aware of, however South Wales Police have seen a big increase in the number of noticeable Valium users. South Wales Police in Swansea has also been made aware of lots of intelligence regarding County Line drugs, having being dealing in the early part of the pandemic and the start of the first lockdown. This is believed to be down to them becoming more noticeable this is due to there being a reduced number of people out on the streets down to governments restrictions and also because normally there is a lot more movement in the community, which makes it hard to differentiate between the different  personnel’s. However, with Covid this made certain personnel stand out more.  

From the Sergeant’s professional working background and the various calls they would turn up too, they clearly believe that legalising drugs would not be beneficial to the emergency and health services as they feel that this will not decrease the number of drugs users that are seen in South Wales and also throughout the UK. They understand that the legalisation of drugs could become beneficial for certain individuals due to them having underlying health problems. However, on the other hand, they feel that if they were all to become legalised that this could increase the number of drug users as they would feel that now that drugs have become legalised that members of the community could feel that all drugs are now safe and it is a reason for them to try drugs and could increase the number of users which could then lead onto more drug overdoses and they cause an increase for the health services and also cause more problems for the police forces throughout the UK. When it comes down to people being peer pressured into taking drugs they believe that there are certain elements of that however; it can come down from old “habits” that are passed down from generation to generation which then leads to. Certain children and families circumstances seeing adults or certain members of the family using, taking or selling drugs and they then begin to perceive that this is the “norm”, whilst down the other end of the spectrum other seek solace in drug use and this could often be down to their adverse childhoods experiences that they could have endured. 
When it comes down to the laws and are they strict enough for people who are caught in possession with intent to supply the Sargent believes that there are proportionate/ adequate sentencing imposed for offenders that are involved with the supply of drugs. However, it is often users/ dealers and lower level individuals in the “chain” that are caught and those at the top of the “chain” are untouchable and therefore are not always held accountable for their actions and end up as not always being identified. 
With the question to whether there needs to be a change in the laws and the way in which drugs are policed; they believe in all their honesty that a changed in the legislation would be of beneficial or not and in terms of the way that drugs are being delt, especially the way in which it is policed and the way in which this issues is going to be tackled from their point of view is by having a larger enforcement personnel that only they the issues will be addressed. This links into austerity from the literature review due to the number of police cuts that was made back in 2012 which seen the UK loose 20,000 officers meant that resources since then have been stretched and not been able to tackle issues as quickly and efferently as they used to before the cuts. 
From their own experience of dealing with drug offences and cases it is found that when dealing with cases of possession with intent to supply (PWITS), there is an honestly helf belief/ suspicion that a suspect is dealing drugs and may be found in possession of such drugs but then the evidence that is gathered or collected does not always lead to an outcome relating to possession with intent but can sometimes merely possession. This is often down to the evidential threshold required to prove the offence of PWITS.
Drugs are an issue throughout all of the country of the UK, however, the “markets” are more substantial in cities due to the greater population and also a more obvious target for County lines for example; due to the more significant transport network. Furthermore drugs can also and still are an issue in the rural areas as well, just not as significant as the larger areas. Throughout Swansea there is a big difference in the drug rates from area to area.


However, whereas this was a Sergeant’s view from South Wales police’s aspect when getting another professionals opinion for Gwent police who is an Inspector their views may vary due to service time, or due to their geographical location. 
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