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Originally built between the years 350 to 353BC, the mausoleum was created for Mausolus, the ruler of Caria in 350BC. It is immensely famous for its great marble structure, and as such is considered to be one of the Seven Great Wonders of the Ancient World. Also, from this derived the word for large funeral monuments – ‘Mausoleum’.  Due to its grandness and brilliance, “its enormous size and extraordinary architectural form were widely imitated and emulated in later periods; its very name a byword for monumental tomb.” (Dillon, 2006).
The Mausoleum built at Halicarnassus. Available at: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4f/Mausoleum_at_Halicarnassus_by_Ferdinand_Knab_%281886%29_cropped.png

 Mausolus himself was a satrap (provincial governor) in the Ancient Persian Empire. The city of Halicarnassus was chosen to be his capital in about 370BC. The city had already been prosperous, since it was known as the birth place of the historian Herodotus, but Mausolus made it even greater, having an extensive building plan, which added grand buildings and temples, along with a new harbour. Thanks to his work and development in coastal cities, which allowed trade to prosper. He also then created a network of roads which improved inland trade and revenue. 
Because of the prosperous history of the city, the accumulated riches were put to creating the funerary monument, which entombed Mausolus himself, and many of his generations to come. He planned it for himself and his descendants from about 367BCE.  
The Mausoleum was largely destroyed in an earthquake, however fragments of the columns and podiums do still survive. There also remains substantial pieces of the decorative aspects of the building, which are stored in the British museum. However, it is known that the creation of the Mausoleum was organised by the architect Prythius of Priene, and Satyrus, a contemporary sculptor. 
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