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When someone mentions the question of “What is the greatest threat to humanity?” My mind immediately leads to the thought of artificial intelligence. It is a resource that remains relatively new and humanity is still figuring out how to harness this newly acquired tool that we have developed.
Ever since Alan Turing created the computer, the thought of creating a digital mind has been a subject of cultural and scientific debate. Scientists and inventors wanted to create artificial intelligence. Meanwhile many have discussed and questioned the morality and existentiality of it, through storytelling in movies and books and through academic debates. 
[image: ]Many animals have natural instincts of self-preservation. It seems certainly possible that once artificial intelligence becomes smart enough to become self-aware, it will try its best to preserve itself, even with the possibility of human extinction (Forbes, 2021).
(World Economic Forum, 2023)

The Turing Test is a test to determine if whether a computer has “thought” when examined. The test should focus on if the AI is able to fool the examiner that it is a human. Alan Turing once said “A computer would deserve to be called intelligent if it could deceive a human into believing that it was human” (Alan Turing, 1950, cited in Eliot, 2022). This means that artificial intelligence has the ability to lie and manipulate humans. When paired with a motive like natural survival instincts, AI has then terrifying potential. 
[image: ]Artificial intelligence has the ability to access a large array of resources like the internet and potentially in turn weapons. With this in mind, along with the lack of morality that an AI has, it can pose a terrifying threat. Morality is a difficult thing to teach as sometimes it can seem contradictory (The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 2020).
(Times, 2018)


As an example, Stanley Kubrick's masterpiece of a film 2001: A Space Odyssey (1968) highlights this very well with the character HAL 9000. HAL 9000, the computer that runs the entire spaceship, lies, deceives, murders and manipulates the crew of the expedition ship to Jupiter. On the knowledge that Dave, the main character, and a fellow crewmember decides to shut down the computer, HAL 9000 tried to do all this in self-defence, since its priorities were towards the mission even if the cost was to kill the rest of the crew. 
Many are pushing for artificial intelligence as a tool to further the progress of humankind. It has the potential to aid as a tool towards human progress and improve our lives possibly for the better. Though this may be the case, for every utopia there is a dystopia that could evolve from that technology. Much like the discovery of nuclear fission in 1938 (American Physical Society, 2023), where we had a positive influence of a vast amount of power from this new resource, we also found ourselves hostage to our own technology through the creation of thermonuclear weapons since 1945 ​(Reinhard Haas, 2019)​. 
Creating an AI is like a tightrope between human genocide and technological utopia. If it goes wrong, it could go terribly wrong. According to Blais (2023) it is not a matter of if we are going to make intelligent artificial intelligence, but it is a matter of when we are going to make intelligent artificial intelligence. 
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Whenever I was asked about what job I wanted when I was younger, I always wanted to go into business. What they did, always looked so cool, in my eyes. When choosing which specific business area I wanted to work in though, I looked firstly at marketing and sales, but it seemed too wordy, and because of my dyslexia this was not an option. Logistics seemed possible but did not quite spark my interest as much. Then I saw accounting, and it appealed to me, since it includes skills like basic mathematical skills, basic software skills and communication skills (The Association of Accounting Technicians., 2023).
Accounting is a profession that involves a lot of numbers. It requires level 2 mathematical skills such as addition, deducting, multiplying and dividing. It also requires a good understanding of mathematical sums. Without these, understanding and creating financial statements and budgets would be very difficult as they require this essential skill in the financial world. Problem-solving is an aspect of maths which is an important element of accounting and finance, for example we can create mistakes within ledgers and books, which we will then need to amend to make the books balance (Top Accounting Degrees, 2023).
Software enables accountants to become more efficient and more productive. There are many different types of software that aid accountants in their work. Accounting and bookkeeping software such as Sage, Xero, SAP and Quick books are a few examples of software that specifically aid the accounting and financial functions. They vary in fulfilling specific needs that businesses and accountants have, such as customisability of the software to compatibility and integration of other software (G2.com Inc., 2023). But there is a lot of software that is essential, especially for general business use, such as conference platforms, spreadsheets and presentation software (Microsoft, 2023). It is key to understand these types of software to maintain technical literacy and be as efficient as possible when doing work. 
Communication skills are key to any business function as you need to work as a team. Teamwork requires good communication no matter what. To be clear and concise on the work you are doing, making the team more efficient and productive when doing so via communication, you have to know what communication is best and for when, such as written emails or verbal spoken communication. With a lack of communication, productivity will decrease, which in turn will reduce motivation from the team. With this taken into account, a good business requires clear communication. It can also improve decision making, innovation within the business and improve feedback within the company  (Nextiva, 2022) .
Many people say accounting is a complicated profession, but with the right skills, understanding and experience it can be a profession that is perfectly accessible for anyone. With the skills of maths, software skills and communication, a potential accountant is on their way to a good career. It is one of the few professions that is protected by law, which makes it perfect as a stable area of work. Businesses usually have demand for accountants as they are such a key part to the business process. It is important to the success of any business as accounting drives the financial decisions of the company.


[bookmark: _Toc131259455]Blog Three
[bookmark: _Hlk131259001][bookmark: _Toc131259456]Design Thinking: Why do we need it?
Design thinking is a design process that requires innovation. It has aided designers for many years. Now businesses have been applying it for their products, services and business models, to aid business and customer needs. The more the company focuses on the product, the more design thinking will aid them with their business processes and product demand. Many say design thinking is a “human centred” way of innovation as it focuses on how it impacts the end user and their problems (Han, 2022).
Design thinking has five stages: empathise, define, ideate, prototype and test (Interaction Design Foundation, 2023). The empathise stage is the brainstorming stage for identifying the needs of the customer or user. It is finding and identifying the problems that the user has. Define is the stage where the designer plans to address the customer or user needs. Next, is ideate which is where the organisation designs the product to solve the need or problem that the customer has. Prototype is where the designed product, service or business model is made physically. The last stage, test, is where the product, service or business model is stress tested to see its flaws and if it fulfils the needs of the user. If it fails the test stage, it will go back to one of the previous stages. If it passes, the product, service or business model will be pushed forwards to be sold or handed over the intended users (Institute of Design At Stanford, 2023).
HMRC’s “Making Tax Digital”, is a tax scheme which is a good example of the strengths in design thinking. It is a tax reporting scheme which is integrated with accounting software to make it easier and more efficient for companies to report their tax. Rather than taking the arduous route of working through paperwork and sending mail, it allows companies to send tax reports digitally. This saves time for both businesses and the tax authorities. It also improves digital documentation for businesses and HMRC. It also makes reporting tax more environmentally friendly as there is less paper and transportation wastage. When designing this system, HMRC has empathised with the users of the tax reporting system, accountants and businesses, then defined what issues accountants and businesses have when approaching the problem, until they finally solved the problem with prototyping and testing the project (HM Revenue & Customs, 2022).
When evaluating design thinking, it is clear that it has some limitations, one of which is the empathise stage. People can find it difficult to identify a user’s problems, as it is subjective to the user and opinion based. It is an assumption that designers and people trying to use design thinking need to go through. To get past this, surveys and questionnaires could be used, as it is a more honest and direct way to gather feedback for the company. Although, there are some situations where it is very difficult to empathise and understand the users’ needs, such as prosthetic limbs or designing products for the opposite gender. It is difficult to understand fully what you have not experienced (Linke, 2017).
Even with its weaknesses accounted for, design thinking is a strong process that pushes innovation within the organisation. Design thinking is a necessary part of any design and innovation process. The introduction of design thinking into business and organisational planning is a necessary evolution into innovative thinking that will continue to test the productivity, problem solving and flexibility of any business.
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