Reliability and Quality of Literature Sources

General Evaluation Criteria
Listed below are 4 headings, the criteria by which you can evaluate the sources you are using for your searches. Under each heading is presented a series of questions which will be helpful as you develop your skills in this area. 

Reliability
· What is the source exactly? 

· Is it produced by a recognised and proven organisation or person? 

· Are you already familiar with some of the names associated with this source? 

· Thus, it may be a resource produced by a learned society (e.g. the Royal Society, the Law Society or the Society of Engineers). 

· Is it in the Catalogue of your University Library? 

· Can your supervisor or peers provide any guidance on the standing of this work? 

Authority
· Who is the responsible body? 

· Do you know their qualifications and where they are working or their exact status? 

· Have they published other work in this same subject area and are they working with other known experts in the field? 

· Is their work funded from an independent and reputable source? 

· As far as you can tell is this a piece of work of good standing in the field? 

· Has the work been verified or peer-reviewed in some way? 

Validity
· Is the rationale which informs the source explicitly stated? (e.g. commercially produced indexing and abstracting services will have clear information provided about their contents and the basis on which materials are included within their scope.) 

· Is it clear how the data included has been collected, analysed and presented? 

· Is the format of presentation a standard and recognised format or does it seem rather idiosyncratic? If the latter, how is this justified? 

· Has the data been appropriately collected and analysed according to rigorous criteria? 

· Are all of these processes described clearly and explicitly? 

 Relevance 
· Is there material included that you have already come across in other searches of different sources? Duplication of results can be an indication and confirmation of salience and relevance, not a disappointing indication of going over old ground.

· Is the source produced by a Learned Society or professional body or other group linked to your specific area of research? 

· Are there recognised names associated with this source whose work you have come across in other areas of your work. 

· Does the source relate to specific aspects of your research e.g. forms of data, application to related areas of work, contemporary in terms of historical period or regionally/culturally related? 
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