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[bookmark: _GoBack]I enjoyed reading the Merchants Tale and then looking at it in lecture, although I hadn’t realised that there was a lot more to it than what I had read. As a fabliau, Chaucer provides an amusing tale that reflects upon the Merchant. His view on marriage as being his paradise creates an image like that of heaven, and shows his desperation for a younger beautiful wife. The debate between Placebo and Justinus raises issues with marriage, in particular the chance that a younger wife is likely to cuckold her husband. It becomes clear that despite previous warnings, his wife has cuckolded him and his desperation to keep her close further highlights his worry as an older husband. Although a younger wife, May is given her own thought and personality, unlike Emelye in the Knight’s Tale. The view on women given in this tale shows the choice of a younger wife being like that of a marketplace, where women can be bought and traded like livestock, and reflects upon the nature of the knight’s marriage. The old knight January represents the end of the year in the Gregorian Calendar, as opposed to May who represents the beginning of the year. The use of fabliau and intertextuality, shows Chaucer’s adaptation of the form for his medieval audience. Working in groups to look at particular areas of discussion made it clear that there is a lot more to Chaucer’s work than initially thought. Looking at the relation of the tale to the Romance of the Rose, there are lots of similarities such as the walled garden and the tree at the centre. Looking at the significance of the garden in the tale and the symbolic meaning of the pear tree being a clear reference to the Garden of Eden. It was interesting that it is another tale in which pagan gods are mentioned, although in this instance there is also mention of Christ. The role of Pluto and Proserpina change the story, as it is Pluto who restores the knights eyesight to see his wife in the tree with Damien. 

