	
	
	



[bookmark: _GoBack]Evaluate the reasons for and against the return of the death penalty.


Millie Maynard
Student number:191009



Contents page
Executive summary 3
Introduction 3
Main body 3
References 6





Executive summary
The aim of this report was to evaluate the positive and negative aspects of the death penalty. Relevant references to statistics and professional opinions will be included to support the death penalty or the opposite. Both positive and negative points will be covered in order to collect enough information to make a logical response. Alternative options to the death penalty will also be explored in this report. 

Introduction
The death penalty, also known as the capital punishment, was the sentencing to death that someone received for killing another. The justification of this seemed to be that the person deserved to die, a life for a life, it was seen as a form of retribution. This was abolished in 1965 in the United Kingdom and was replaced with a guaranteed life sentence in prison for murder. This subject is so important because of the severity of the crime and the amount of people that have been affected by murder. This report will explore reasons for and against the death penalty in the United Kingdom through looking at the effectiveness and alternative options. 
Main body
Dahlgreen (2014) found that 45-39% people support the reintroduction of the death penalty in the United Kingdom as a punishment for murder. Even though this result is under half it is still a substantial amount of people that agree with it, it is seen as an effective crime deterrent as it literally gets rid of the problem altogether. But it could be argued that it only creates a problem on a larger scale because there will be certain people that will hold the power to end someone’s life legally. Interestingly, in a poll by YouGov (2013) on confidence in the effectiveness of the death penalty, it showed that the result from the United States (35%), which still has the capital punishment in some states was less confident than the United Kingdom (45%).Therefore these statistics support that getting rid of the death penalty was the right thing to do. On the other hand, a positive outcome of the death penalty is that it provides protection to society as it gets rid of criminals, it also acts as a deterrent to future criminals who would fear for losing their life as a consequence. But it completely disregards one of the main reasons for punishment, which is reform and rehabilitation of the offender. 
A reason against using the death penalty as punishment is prison. Depriving a person of their freedom and keeping them away from their loved ones is a good form of punishment, it can be a form of justice for the victims affected by the crime. There has been a recent push to put victims rather than criminals at the heart of the justice system. This is vital as it helps the victim to achieve closure if they feel that the prison is a fair punishment. According to the Prison reform trust, the UK prison population has risen by 77% in the last 30 years. Prison is an effective form of punishment for the criminal and also increases the public’s safety. There are many services for rehabilitation and education opportunities available for prisoners in order for them to turn their lives around as they are given a chance to try again at succeeding in life. 
A new kind of sentencing was created by the Criminal Justice Act 2003 and introduced by the labour government in 2005 which was the Imprisonment for public protection (IPP). The purpose of this was to try and ensure that dangerous offenders that did not qualify for life sentences were kept in custody for as long as they were seen as a risk to society. This sentence meant that after the person had served their tariff they would have to satisfy the parole board that they were no longer a risk to society and therefore would be released if they were successful. This new way of punishing criminals satisfied the objective of crime control that was reassuring the public and the prevention of crime. Although they seemed successful in locking up a lot of criminals, they were proven inoperative and were abolished in 2012. According to the Ministry of Justice the sentences were confusing and were extremely overused, ‘leaving families questioning when an offender would be released’. Also, ‘others who have committed similar crimes had served fixed sentences’ while others were still receiving IPP sentences, they created a big divide in the sentencing process. 
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