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Assessment 1 – Distinctiveness and Regeneration
This report is based on Blaenavon [This report will be formatted in print layout Microsoft Word .docx style]
Introduction
This report on distinctiveness I am writing will be based on Blaenavon, A small town in South Wales. The name of the town in Welsh translates to ‘Head of the river’, I will cover in this report what makes Blaenavon a distinct environment as well as how it came to be so prosperous during its height in the middle of the Industrial Revolution over a century ago.  Twenty-two years ago, Blaenavon was entitled a World Heritage site by UNESCO, with a preserved ironworks and a completely preserved coal mine that was first founded around the mid-19th century. The Big Pit coal mine serves to be a microcosm for ascertaining what life was like for the working class of Wales during the Industrial Revolution as well as for how rapid technological progress impacted the lives of those who lived around the industrial areas. 
We at UWTSD arranged a field trip to this heritage site on the 25th of January 2022 to learn about its distinctiveness and historic significance, during this trip many photos were taken, and I intend to share briefly how this experience will reflect on my report.
[image: ]The EnvironmentLocated at the head of the Afon Llwyd valley. Blaenavon is distinct primarily for its abundance of natural resources: coal, limestone and iron ore. Coal was the mineral that powered the Industrial Revolution, Welsh coal has been said to be the highest quality in the world meaning the coal mines in Wales were made extremely valuable for their profit potential, attracting prospectors to set up in the area. Blaenavon was first established upon the founding of an ironworks and for over a century the natural landscape was altered and scarred by ironmaking [1]. The Big Pit coal mine too left the earth shattered and polluted for decades to come.

The Industrial Revolution and Technology 
The industrial Revolution was a time in Great Britain when there was a great shift from an agrarian and handicraft economy to one dominated by industry and machine manufacturing [2]. Where great strides were made in the growth of manufacturing from the 1830’s onward. Rapid industrialisation was achieved primarily from steam powered engines powering contraptions like steam powered locomotives, blast furnaces and cotton mills. Blaenavon employed state of the art mining techniques that were never used before up to that point. Blasting was a key invention that made Blaenavon distinctly prosperous, however as the mines expanded so did the likelihood of death and serious injury coming to the miners.  Iron ore was first mined in Blaenavon from at least 1675, in 1789 the ironworks first opened and employed around 300 men, The site is distinct for its construction on the side of a hill which allows gravity to more efficiently move molten pig iron which was tapped at the bases of the furnaces at lower ground, furnaces which used super-heated Welsh coal called ‘coke’. [3]
National Economy
Ironmaking during the Industrial Revolution was dangerous and inefficient, Prosperity during this time came at a great human cost. Blaenavon was built to be supported by the coal and iron industry. A whole town was built around the ironworks for the purpose of logistical efficiency as in the long-term moving a town once is a lot easier than moving thousands of tonnes of ore and rock an extra distance every day to where the people live is inefficient and costly. The national economy at this point was rapidly adapting, Wales was the worlds greatest producer of coal and iron in the 19th century and soon the whole United Kingdom would come to be like Blaenavon, the Industrial Revolution paved the way for modern economic growth globally [4]
[image: ]Local Economy and social issuesThe local economy of Blaenavon was of course built around the coal and iron industry. These two industries relied on each other for their own success. The coal mines needed iron to forge tools and supports for expansion and the forgeries required coal to smelt the ores, this symbiosis ensured that employment in the town was plentiful. However, this employment became progressively more dangerous for the miners and steel workers, and the compensation at the time did not match the work being performed. Miners were paid for how much coal they dug up, a man could spend 12 hours underground and not make enough money to feed his children. Miners during this time were typically all male, wives would stay at home to attend to raising children and maintaining a house, a task much more difficult than it is today. Miners would work all day to provide for his family, come home dirty, rest for a short while then return the following morning, pay during this time was very poor, and most of the wages would go towards rent and food, both provided by his employer. [5]

Social progress would start to move rapidly during the 1840’s and 50’s with the building of more churches and schools. In 1850 miners were given designated dirty and clean lockers alongside the installation of the Pithead Baths which drastically cut down on infection and illness for the miners. [6]
Child labour laws were also stringent, Children as young as five years old were an acceptable part of the industrial workforce at the time [7]
Conclusion
In conclusion Blaenavon became distinctly prosperous during the Industrial Revolution for its innovative industrial manufacturing processes, the scale of its operations and the spirit that the town inhibited all throughout its tremendous rise and tragic downfall, Blaenavon serves as a preserved time capsule for what life was like for Welsh workers nearly 2 centuries ago. The iron industry that fostered the creation of the town and the coal mines that bolstered the national economy. Without towns like Blaenavon, The United Kingdom might not have ever been the unmatched global superpower she once was, and that makes Blaenavon truly distinct.
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