Introduction 

The topic of this dissertation is whether UK legislation is effective at protecting victims of domestic abuse. It is a relevant topic due to the lack of evolution of reform on legislation that is needed to allow England and Wales to continuously protect victims. The Centre for Women’s Justice (2023) shows a timeline of the slow evolution of legislation as well as the limited reforms to create protection for victims of domestic abuse. The first piece of legislation that is dedicated to combating domestic abuse was the Domestic Violence and Matrimonial Act 1976. The latest reform was the Domestic abuse Act 2021 which according to National Legal Service (2023) has shown that in their legal practice it has helped them with the protection of their clients. Shockingly, there is not many reforms or legal changes between these acts as an outstandingly high percentage presented by the Home Office (2014) of respondents in the United Kingdom concluding that current legislation does not create enough protection for victims of domestic abuse. The Office for National Statistics (2022) calculates that on average 5% of the adult population in England and Wales which was 59,642,000 people, reported cases of domestic abuse. According to the Home Office (2022), only one in five victims of domestic abuse report it to the police, this reflects as to why so many victims never receive the justice they require from the courts to punish their offenders. Many factors contribute to this, one being the lack of faith that victims have in the judicial system. This research will highlight the desperate need for reform to further protect victims. Many believe that life will be more difficult by reporting abuse to the authorities such as written by Birchall and Choudhry (2022) who conveys the experiences of a women suffering by telling her story. The Home Office (2022) also offers the contact information for support groups for early intervention. However, does this offer enough protection for victims as it is only for early intervention and does not support those who have reached full crisis? 

The aim of the study is to investigate whether current legislation is protecting victims of domestic abuse or if it is causing them more harm. Furthermore, to identify possible reforms to legislation that will insure the protection of victims. This project will be focused on three main objections. The first being to identify the prevalence of domestic abuse in England and Wales and the needs of victims. The second, to assess current legislation that protects victims from domestic abuse. Lastly, to evaluate public perception on the protection currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse by UK legislation as well as proposed reforms. These objectives are important because the progression of legislation is detrimental to help protect victims of domestic abuse in any way possible. An example of this would be that before January 2022, abusers were still allowed to make contact with associated children of the victim and the abuser. CPS (2022) write that this is no longer allowed as the reform of s3 Domestic Abuse Act 2021 conveys that associated children under the age of eighteen will be treated as primary victims. This shows the importance of reform, not only would child arrangements between a victim and abuser would be practically difficult but also physically and mentally difficult for the victim to have to face their abuser. Obstacles like childcare and housing arrangements are big challenges that victims must face. There is legislation put in place such as occupation orders which can be found in the Family Law Act 1996 to allow victims the right to their home. On the contrary, this legislation only helps those who can afford a solicitor or are able to apply for occupation orders by themselves. The main problem here is that legal aid is not often awarded to those who need it and therefore the legislations put in place to help them are useless to them. It is shown in Garton (2016) that 39% of women who apply for legal aid do not have the evidence to fit the criteria for it. This project will be reflecting on the slow process of the change of legislation over time and that domestic abuse is highlighted now more than ever but reforms are not updated with the evolution or domestic abuse. An example of this is past terminology is mainly focused on female victims, excluding the idea that males are victims too. 

The research for this dissertation will consist of primary and secondary research, with the primary research involving of a survey from the public (Newby, 2014). It will uncover what the public’s view on the protection methods currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse. This dissertation will be written over the course of eight months and will be split up into monthly deadlines to keep a consistent flow of the writing. The primary research will consist of probabilistic sampling as it will be a random selection of participants (University of Bath, 2023). Participants of all genders, ethnicities, backgrounds, and ages, that are over 18, will be used in this sample to create an unbiased sample. This will show an unbiased overview on the public perception of protection currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse by UK legislation. A mixed methodology would be used for the primary data in this project. This is because quantitative questions will focus the aim of the survey but will be followed by qualitative questions to address the participants true thoughts and feelings on each matter (Mayring, 2007).

According to Taylor (2023) problems that occur with primary research are cost, time, feasibility, and lack of knowledge. However, there will be measures to ensure that these problems will be tackled. When all the data from the research is collected, the thoughts and opinions of the participants will be used to show the trend of what public perception is on protection currently afforded to victims of domestic abuse. the results could potentially reveal that there is a lot less protection and resources to victims than the public originally perceived. Therefore, the need for reform is valid. This research is important for a number of reasons, the main one being that there is a massive misconception about the effectiveness of legislation at protecting victims of domestic abuse. An example of this is that there are many steps in stopping contact with an abuser, whether that is harassment orders or occupation orders, but there is no protection for the victim in between these steps. The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 has a list of criteria that names a situation domestic abuse. However, what happens to the victims that are experiencing abuse that is not listed as the criteria needed to report this crime. It is stated that they must be personally connected and can be a single incident. But when you explore the more unusual cases it is asked who cares for them? 
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