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			        Academic Phrases
Below you will find a list of common academic phrases used in academic Dissertations. Findings are based on the British National Corpus and the Corpus of Contemporary American English. 

Establishing the importance of the topic for your field 
X is of interest because …
X is a classic problem in …
X is an important aspect of …
X is a fundamental property of …
X is an increasingly important area in …
The concepts of X and Y are central to …
X is at the heart of our understanding of …
Investigating X is a continuing concern within …
X is a major area of interest within the field of …
X has been an object of research since the…..
X has been the subject of many classic studies in …
X has been instrumental in our understanding of …
The theory of X provides a useful account of how …
Central to the entire discipline of X is the concept of …
The issue of X has received considerable critical attention.
X has long been a question of great interest in a wide range of fields.
Establishing the importance as a topic to be addressed
X is a major problem in …
Of particular concern is …
One of the main obstacles …
One of the greatest challenges …
A key issue is the safe disposal of …
The main disadvantage of X is that …
X impacts negatively upon a range of …
It is now well established that X can impair …
X has led to the decline in the population of …
The main challenge faced by many researchers is the …
Lack of X has existed as a health problem for many years.
Xs are one of the most rapidly declining groups of insects in …
Exposure to X has been shown to be related to adverse effects in …
There is an urgent need to address the safety problems caused by …
Addressing the gap in the literature (you need to show what your work has to offer to the field)
However, X may cause …
X is limited by …
X suffers from …
X is too expensive to be used for …(if you are referring to a software)
X has accentuated the problem of …
the performance of X is limited by …
X could be a contributing factor to …
the synthesis of X remains a major challenge.
X can be extremely harmful to human beings.
research has consistently shown that X lacks …
a major problem with this kind of application is …
the determination of X is technically challenging.
current methods of X have proven to be unreliable.
these rapid changes are having a serious effect on …
X can be adversely affected under certain conditions.
There is significant lack of research on the topic of……
Explaining inadequacies of previous studies (could be both used in the introduction and your literature review)
Previous studies of X have not dealt with …
Researchers have not treated X in much detail.
Such expositions are unsatisfactory because they …
Most studies in the field of X have only focused on …
Such approaches, however, have failed to address …
Previous published studies are limited to local surveys.
Half of the studies evaluated failed to specify whether …
The research to date has tended to focus on X rather than Y.
Previously published studies on the effect of X are not consistent.
Smith’s analysis does not take account of …, nor does she examine …
The existing accounts fail to resolve the contradiction between X and Y.
Most studies in X have only been carried out in a small number of areas.
However, much of the research up to now has been descriptive in nature …
The generalisability of much published research on this issue is problematic.
Research on the subject has been mostly restricted to limited comparisons of …
However, few writers have been able to draw on any systematic research into …
Short-term studies such as these do not necessarily show subtle changes over time …
Although extensive research has been carried out on X, no single study exists which …
The experimental data are rather controversial, and there is no general agreement about …

Stating the purpose of your research 
The specific objective of this study is to …
An objective of this study is to investigate …
This dissertation will examine the way in which the …
This study set out to investigate the usefulness of …
This dissertation seeks to explain the development of …
This dissertation seeks to examine the changing nature of …
This prospective study was designed to investigate the use of …
The main aim of this study is to investigate the differences between X and Y.
Part of the aim of this project is to develop software that is compatible with …
There are two primary aims of this study: 1. To investigate … 2. To ascertain …
Phrases to be used in your abstract or introduction when you need to briefly explain the research design 

Data for this study were collected using …
This investigation takes the form of a case-study of the …
This study was exploratory and interpretative in nature.
This study uses a qualitative case study approach to investigate …
The research data in this thesis is drawn from four main sources: …
The approach to empirical research adopted for this study was one of …
This dissertation follows a case-study design, with in-depth analysis of …
By employing qualitative modes of enquiry, I attempt to illuminate the …
Qualitative and quantitative research designs were adopted to provide …
Both qualitative and quantitative methods were used in this investigation.
A holistic approach is utilised, integrating X, Y and Z material to establish …
The study was conducted in the form of a survey, with data being gathered via …
The methodological approach taken in this study is a mixed methodology based on …
A combination of quantitative and qualitative approaches was used in the data analysis.
Phrases to outline the structure of the paper or the dissertation (to be used in your introduction)
The first section of this paper will examine…
This paper begins by … It will then go on to …
My thesis is composed of four themed chapters.
The essay has been organised in the following way.
The remaining part of the paper proceeds as follows: …
The main issues addressed in this paper are: a), b) and c).
This paper first gives a brief overview of the recent history of X.
This paper has been divided into four parts. The first part deals with …
The third chapter is concerned with the methodology used for this study.
The overall structure of the study takes the form of six chapters, including …
Chapter Four analyses the results of interviews and focus group discussions undertaken during …
Chapter Two begins by laying out the theoretical dimensions of the research, and looks at how …
The fourth section presents the findings of the research, focusing on the three key themes that …
Defining terms (both for introduction and literature review)
Throughout this paper, the term ‘X’ will refer to …
The term ‘X’ will be used in this thesis to refer to …
Historically, the term ‘X’ has been used to describe …
It is necessary here to clarify exactly what is meant by …
The phrase ‘X’ will be used in this study to describe the …
According to Smith (2002), X can be defined as follows: ‘ … ’
In this article, the abbreviation XYZ will be used to refer to …
Throughout this dissertation, the term ‘X’ will be used to refer to …
The term ‘X’ is a relatively new name for …, commonly referred to as …
In this essay, the term ‘X’ will be used in its broadest sense to refer to all …
In this dissertation, the terms ‘X’ and ‘Y’ are used interchangeably to mean …
While a variety of definitions of the term X have been suggested, this paper will use the definition first suggested by Smith (1968) who saw it as …
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