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Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 
Please get rid of the red writing for your final submission. 

	NAME: Gemma-Louise Smith


	STUDENT ID No.: 1922440

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: An eight-thousand-word dissertation considering and discussing the use of Automatic number plate recognition (ANPR) and how it used in tackling criminal activity within the road network and wider afield.
Including it’s use in disrupting criminality not only on the road network but also the links within organised crime groups.
INTRODUCTION:
This dissertation will discuss how ANPR is used within the context of roads policing and go on to examine its other uses. Such as detecting information for other crimes such as that of human trafficking, terrorism and child criminal exploitation (CCE).
It will examine how the data is used by ANPR detect, deter and investigate within policing and any ethical issues around ANPR. 
“In 2020, the total road length in Great Britain was estimated to be 247,500 miles”. (Gov.UK, 2021). This road network is used not only by motorists using the road legally but also by travelling criminals.
By utilising ANPR, it allows information to be placed on vehicles so that those who are using vehicles in the supply of drugs or other criminality can be intercepted by police and dealt with. It also provides a “way in” if there are offences such as no insurance on the vehicle to discover if there is any other criminality that the motorist is involved in. For example, a vehicle may have information that it is involved in the use of drug supply, the vehicle may then be stopped by a police officer who requires the driver to provide a sample for a roadside drug wipe. If the driver were to fail this resulting in the driving licence being lost, this in turn helps disrupt the criminal network of that drug supply by removing one of the means of supplying it.
 “The ANPR system was actually invented in the UK back in 1976, with early, fully functioning prototypes being used from around 1979 in places such as the Dartford Tunnel and the A1”. (Hicks, Z. 2021).
ANPR has since been used as a tool within policing to detect offences and disrupt criminality. ANPR can also be used where an offence has taken place and the offender has links to a vehicle so that the offender can be intercepted. These offences may not be traffic related and could, for example, be a subject of a domestic violence attack or a burglary.
ANPR can be used to get a direction of travel for linked vehicles in order to direct police to the subject.
The research that I will be undertaking in this dissertation will be examining how ANPR is used effectively and the benefits of how it can disrupt the criminal network when utilised by the police. It will also consider and examine any ethical issues that arise from the use of ANPR.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
· How effective is ANPR in tackling serious and organised crime
· How ANPR stores its data and issues around this
· The links between travelling criminals and other criminality and ANPRs use within this
· Research journals and online articles
· Speak with members of roads policing in how they utilise ANPR
· Gather statistics and information to support or counter argue the use of ANPR.



	LITERATURE REVIEW:
Some of the key literature that I will use will be Government related statistics.
I will be utilising information available through the College of Policing and policing websites for example:
“We use ANPR (Automatic Number plate Recognition) technology to help detect, deter and disrupt criminal activity at a local, force, regional and national level. This includes travelling criminals (those using the road network to avoid getting caught), organised crime groups and terrorists.
ANPR provides lines of enquiry and evidence in the investigation of crime and is used by forces throughout England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland”. (Police.UK,2022).
I will be utilising available information from the National Police Chief’s Council (NPCC) such as data on how many ANPR cameras are operational for example:
“At present around 13000 ANPR cameras nationally, submit on average around 55 million ANPR “read” records to national ANPR systems daily”. (NPCC, 2022).145
I will be researching the National Standards of ANPR, including the use of Government sources to detail the legal basis for ANPR and the acceptability of these standards. I use Home Office publications as a way of researching this.
I will be researching the ethical implications that arise from the gathering of the information used for ANPR from such sources such as Government websites and journals. For example:
“There are a number of ethical issues that potentially arise from geo-surveillance technologies that involve the collection, processing and storage of large volumes of personal data in national databases, such as the National ANPR Service (NAS)”. (DR, R, Adams. 2019).
I will also be looking to further this research with any up to data on the ethical issues around the use of ANPR with available data, however there is limited data available on this at this time.


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
By utilising available information and statistics, I will be researching any links that can be identified for the use of criminality on the road and that of the wider criminal network.
I will be gathering this information from Government websites and published articles.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The research methods I will be using will be interviewing officers on the traffic department and how they utilise ANPR as part of their role.
I will also use available data to gather how effective ANPR is.
This is best suited to my research as the traffic officers use ANPR daily as part of their role and utilise it to disrupt criminality. This should also be beneficial considering the timescale to get up to date first-hand accounts of how successfully ANPR can be used.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:
There have been ethical issues discussed around the gathering of information around ANPR.
I will be looking at this in greater detail and examining this.
However, I am not aware of any ethical issues that should arise from completing a dissertation in this area.

	TIME SCALE:
The time scale that I would like to undertake my research would be over the next two months.
I would like to have interviews completed within this time from traffic officers in order to then gather information that is available.
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