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Part 1
In Iceland and many other countries, they consider outdoor learning essential for children, as it emphasises opportunities to play outdoors. In the Curriculum guidelines, there is a large emphasis on learning in the outdoor environment. Norodahl and Johannesson (2013) believe that children should be influenced positively by the natural world, in which the outdoor environment should be used as a place where children can achieve many things that would benefit them.

In Iceland, the outdoor environment has been emphasised upon for many years.  The focus has been on children age one to six years old who have the opportunity to play outdoors every day whilst in an educational setting. However, children age six to sixteen only get the opportunity to play outdoors during assigned periods. 

There is a limitation of knowledge what teachers do achieve when teaching in an outdoor setting. However, in Iceland, it is known that teachers are gradually using the outdoor environment throughout their teaching. According to Oladootir (2008), educational tuitions in Reykjavik, the capital city of Iceland, seventy per cent of activities are implementing outdoor learning in their practise.


Reference list: 

Naradahl, K. and Johannesson, L. (2014) ‘Iceland Teachers views of using the Outdoors.’ Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Educator. Vol. 44, No. 4, pp. 391-406. 








Part 2
Throughout this essay, there will be discussions on Forest School. According to Forest School Network the term Forest School: 

Is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adult’s regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self- esteem through hands-on learning experiences in a woodland environment.

O’Brian and Murray (2006) believe that people are concerned with children not benefiting from the outdoor environment as there are multiple activities that can be achieved through indoor learning. There is also research that suggests children who do not thrive in outdoor activities during their childhood will have difficulty in adulthood to use the outdoors effectively. This will have a negative influence on their future decisions, and will, therefore, have an impact on their physical and emotional well-being. (Ward Thompson et al, 2004) 

The Welsh Government are encouraging Teachers to complete Forest Schools in their own educational setting especially in The Foundation Phase. (Welsh Assembly Government, 2009)
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Part 2b

1. If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing you could be accused of Plagiarism. Why is it important that student avoid this?

If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in an academic written assignment, you could be accused of plagiarism. It is important that students avoid plagiarism as it is an act of fraud. There are many frequent acts of plagiarism research, suggesting that student may have used the words of others whilst writing their own academic assignments. Through carrying out this act, it is known as plagiarism. In comparison, students that use information, data or use of language must acknowledge sources in their paper. (ctl.yale.edu)

2.    You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer.

The statement above is False. It is important to remember when referencing that all sources used for your academic writing must be referenced correctly. It is crucial to note when using Harvard referencing that all information gathered must be referenced in the reference list or bibliography. To avoid plagiarism, all evidence used must be referenced clearly and consistently. It states, ‘Direct quotations should be used sparingly and only when they are relevant to the argument you are making in your work.’ However, it is important to reference all information even if the evidence is not quoted. (uwtsd.ac.uk. ND)








3. Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for academic assignments. Explain, with reasons, whether you believe this statement is True or False.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The statement above is False. It is important to note that whilst writing an academic assignment that reliable sources are used to ensure that researched information is factual. Unreliable sources of information, similarly to Wikipedia should be avoided due to the lack of professional response that may support the view or information. It is crucial ‘to determine the reliability of online sites and organisations’ (tangisschool.org). An example of this is the use of websites like ‘.edu or .gov’ these websites are reliable educational institutions and non-profitable organisations. These forms of reliable sources are written by people in authority or they may be people in appropriate professions, therefore, the information provided is dependable and can be used for academic assignments. In comparison, Dr Catherine Easton (theguardian.com. 2013) says ‘students develop an ability to analyse the nature of the source material within Wikipedia’; this supports student’s ability to use their critical thinking skills when writing their academic assignments.

4. Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation. 

To begin presenting a very long quotation, you must reflect upon the possibility of explaining the text in your own version before placing the quotation in your written assignment. This is beneficial as you are able to prove that you have acknowledged assignment requirements and understood what has been questioned. Nonetheless, if you think the quotation would increase the power of your argument and that it is two to three lines of length then it is possible to adjust the quotation to the suitable format. 

To present a very long quotation (roughly two to three lines or thirty words) the quote would need to be written in a separate line deprived of quotation marks. Following, the quote would need to be highlighted and have optioned for 1.0 lined spacing. Lastly, the quote must be highlighted once more and be relocated to block spacing in the centre of the page. (waldenu.edu. ND)
5. Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study.

Ultimately, students are encouraged to use appropriate research sources when conducting research for an academic assignment as it will strengthen their reliability. It is crucial when writing an academic assignment that reliable and accurate sources are used throughout. An example of dependable sources are Books of edited readings, Journal articles, Conference papers, Peer reviews and Reliable websites. (lib.monash.edu. 2018) 
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Part 3:
Write a critical response to an article.
This essay discusses an overview and critical response to an article ‘Schooled to fail? The Underachievement Debate in Wales’ published in The Welsh Journal of Education written by Emma Smith in 2005. The key aspects discussed in this article is to consider the underachievement debate from a Welsh academic perspective. (Smith, 2005) 

Despite Smith (2005) highlighting that ‘since the early 80s Welsh students have...been “schooled to fail”’ she hints that ‘trends in examination performance of Welsh students’ might suggest that this is no longer the case. 

Smith (2005) considers the argument that Welsh schools are failing in terms of results being compared to English schools. She argues this by suggesting that comparisons cannot be accurately made even with areas of similar socioeconomic status such as North-East England. She examines the educational attainment of GCSE pupils in these areas and concludes that results in Wales are ‘not only at least as good as those in England but are superior to those in the North East’ (Smith, 2005)

Likewise, Smith (2005) also considers the disagreement that Welsh students are failing in terms of working-class boys underachieving. Smith (2005) counters this by presenting the gender gap in English attainment in Wales across the 1970s and 1980s (Figure 7.1 (Smith, 2005)) she concludes that ‘there is little evidence here of any difference over time in the relative performance of boys and girls in English’. To conclude Smith (2005) states that in recent examination results in Wales it promises that students are no longer ‘being schooled to fail’. However, Smith (2005) does acknowledge that ‘gaps in the performance of different groups of students do still exist’ naming those from the ‘poorest homes’. 



The structure of the article can be challenged by the frequent use of numerical tables which are not necessary to her argument. Likewise, Smith’s choice of numerical tables indicates the doubt of her understanding of the context: As an example of this, Smith (2005) uses irrelevant outdated information back up (1970). This evidence used in the article is insignificant and unsuitable on the discussion of ‘The Underachievement Debate in Wales’, in 2005. The data Smith has recognised through her research may further her knowledge and undertaking of the discussion. However, it is unconnected with the suitable audience. 

On the whole, Smith (2005) uses formal language suitable for an academic audience. There is some use of informal language, such as her use of the phrase ‘so-called underachievement’. This implies that Smith does not believe in the debate and is portraying her own opinion in her article. It is important to remember when writing an article that objective language should be avoided, due to the text being specifically written on fact-based information only.

There is inconsistency in Smith’s argument in that she argues against the idea that working-class boys are underachieving but concludes by saying that those from the ‘poorest homes perform less well in school than their peers’. 

On the other hand, Smith’s use of quantitative data to support her claims does add to the accuracy of her points. Also, the sources of data used appear to be from reliable sources such as the Office of National Statistics and the WJEC, in particular, should provide accurate and relevant, up to date information on education in Wales.

In contrast to subjective, Smith is objective throughout her article. Cottrel (2005, p. 5) states that objectively is ‘putting your own likes, beliefs and interests to one side with the aim of getting the most accurate outcome’ I believe that Smith does not portray her opinion throughout the article. However, there is a small fraction in her article Smith (2005. pp2) says, ‘The so-called’ this suggests Smith’s personal opinion is being implemented. It is crucial to remember when writing an article that only objective language is used, as it sticks to fact-based information in contrast to giving one’s opinion. 

In summary, Smith’s article is written in a formal format. This enables Smith to focus on key points which enables her to explain her thesis in depth. In my opinion, Smith conveys her thesis clearly throughout her article. To support her argument, Smith provided numerical graphs in the body of her article: these statistics were from accurate sources. However, these statistics were irrelevant and (out-of-date). I firmly believe that if there was the evidence needed to support an opinion or argument, evidence provided would essentially need to be (up-to-date). By doing so, evidence used would current and have more value to the readers. 

Overall, I believe that Smith’s article is an appropriate academic source. In my opinion, Smith’s article encourages academic reading and encourages students to further their research in Wales’ Educational system and the comparison to other Educational institutions.
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