


Many people have the fear of being vulnerable because of how we may have been treated in the past. Whether it was because of rejection, heartache or judgement. It is cause of this situation that has made people more aware of themselves and allows us to avoid getting into situation that may make use vulnerable. Under the Mental Health Act 1983 (Department of Health, 2015) it states that a vulnerable victims is a person who is under the age of 17 at the time of committing a criminal offence. It also states that a vulnerable victim is also someone who is suffering a mental disorder. Anyone can be vulnerable whether you are a young person or elderly, homeless, or suffering from a mental disorder. This essay will evaluate the difficulties vulnerable people face within the criminal justice system, exploring the different vulnerable groups. For example, looking at people who suffer from mental disorders, the elderly and young people. 
Social inequities and increased stress among certain residents appear to be growing concerns in modern society and the social policy that have come with it. The idea of vulnerability has become a significant role in academic, governmental, and daily interpretations of the human condition in this environment. Policymakers and practitioners are increasingly concerned with addressing vulnerability through a wide range of interventions. As this special issue highlights, a vulnerability 'spirit of the moment' has been identified in modern welfare and disciplinary settings (Brown, 2014, 2015), which now drives a variety of initiatives and responses to social issues both in the UK and beyond. In British social housing allocations the vulnerable are known as the priority because of the need that they have (Carr and Hunter, 2008). Victims of crime are vulnerable and in the UK are required to have a special and sensitive response within the criminal justice system (Roulstone et al., 2011; Walkgate, 2011;Dunn et al., 2008; Clough, 2014;Peroni and Timmer, 2013). It has been a well known tradition that within social policy there is the constant questions about the specific concept of government mechanisms, these range from poverty, to being excluded from society and the risk of harm (Townsend, 1979; Lister, 2004) (Levitas, 1998; Young 1999;Beck, 1992; Kemshall, 2002; Ecclestone and Lewis, 2014; Wright, 2016). 
There have been several academic literature where the word vulnerability has been used as a starting point for the analysis of many injustices with it being the main idea of examination of a varity of concerns and interests. 
Insecurity, relative economic or social inferiority, poor coping capacity, and unmet need are prominent among them. Some literature have emphasised the possibility of being vulnerable while still being able to cope or prevent damage (Daniel, 2010; Walkgate, 2011). Attention to vulnerability frequently emerges with research and concepts concerned with 'risk' (Beck, 2009), one of the most theorised words in the social sciences; nonetheless, as previously remarked (Brown, 2015), vulnerability remains firmly in the shadow of its conceptual cousin. Individuals are sometimes labelled as vulnerable in regard to something specific, and other times as a standalone phrase. The way vulnerability is employed in research is influenced by the historical, political, and disciplinary context in which it is utilised, and as many academics have pointed out, wider and narrower applications overlap or are used interchangeably. People and organisations are labelled as "vulnerable" in policy papers and everyday discourse in relation to a dizzying number of challenges, with various practical connotations functioning via the term's use, often implicitly (Brown et al, 2017).A growing body of scholarship, primarily in critical legal studies (Fineman, 2008; Wallbank and Herring, 2014; Mackenzie et al., 2014), aims to establish a more 'radical' perspective of vulnerability ( Goodin, 1985). This is known as the 'vulnerability thesis' or the 'universal vulnerability' approach (Turner, 2006; Fineman, 2008, 2013). According to the universal vulnerability approach, we are all vulnerable because of our human embodiment or 'corporality' (we all have bodies that decay and die), but the degree of our lived vulnerability varies over time and according to larger interpersonal interactions of distinguishable politically constituted subjectification and sociality (Fineman, 2008; Goodin, 1985; Butler, 2004; Turner, 2006; Harrison, 2008). Scholars from a variety of disciplines have suggested that the vulnerability thesis method may be utilised to construct a citizenship model based on interdependence, empathy, and a prioritisation of ethical social duties to others (Ecclestone and Goodley, 2014).
Furthermore, better definitions of vulnerability in research appear to be necessary if policy and practise flaws and biases are to be addressed. The progressive potential and problematic elements of vulnerability have drawn researchers from diverse disciplinary traditions and empirical fields, many of whom aspire to contribute to more progressive ways of thinking about the individual-state relationship. In terms of research techniques, attentive vulnerability deployment may have the potential to aid theorising that animates features of disadvantage and inequality in modern society and the ways in which they develop and remain constant over time. Vulnerability is universal and connected. Scholars would argue that they provide a means of reframing subjectivities in ways that reflect the variously experienced realities and intrinsic fragilities of existence, as well as ways that clarify the state's duty to respond properly. Such views of vulnerability, however, are uncommon, particularly at the policy level, implying that academics must play a significant role in questioning more essentialist understandings of vulnerability.
Many people have a fear of crime, it comes with peoples life experiences according to Ferraro (1995) they say that the fear of crime is the emotional reaction that is described as dread, this is because they are afraid of being a victim of a criminal act or having anxiety towards criminal in general. Young people are seen as vulnerable people this is because they rely on a guardian to look after them and to keep them safe from danger. The care of children is a main concern in todays society as children represent the future, so a good quality of care for children that ensures they stay healthy physically and are able to have a safe environment to develop emotionally. This allows them transition in well rounded adults and become a productive member of society, there is an unspoken standard for the care of children when that standard is not met the child could he seen as been abused or neglected this leads to children being vulnerable (Videka et al, 2014). Because of how innocent children they at risk from being let down by adults and even worse abused or mistreated. Because of these services have been introduced to help prevent that or help them. There are many ways to prevent children from being vulnerable if they are brought in a home that is unsafe or unsuitable this could lead to them turning out to be a bad member of society. To prevent the children from being a bad member of society and living a life of crime there are services that help them. Social workers get involved in any situation in which a child’s safety is at potential risk, if this happens social workers will do home visits talk to the children and family members if the situation is more severe the child will be taken out of the home and the parents could be arrested (Korbin et al., 1998; Coulton et al, 2007; Olsen & Stroud, 2012). Vulnerabilities and risk factors for child abuse and neglect can vary depending on the environment that children grow up in. neighbourhoods in which have a higher rate of poverty, single-parent family and unemployment have higher rates of child maltreatment. Noticing and reporting child abuse varies by neighbourhood. It is always a question whether varied rates of child abuse reporting and validation represent the availability of various social relational resources between community and family or difference control of the masses in the form of increased monitoring (Olsen & Stroud, 2012). Yet, certain neighbourhood variables increase the likelihood of child abuse. Children will always be seen as vulnerable as they have a lower comprehension of life and the dangers that come along with it this is why it is important for them to be treated fairly and kept safe.
People who have been victims of abuse are vulnerable because whether it is committed by and intimate partner or randomly because of crime. Violence within intimate relationships has been around for thousands of years but it has only recently been acknowledged as a social problem. Much has been discovered about the origin of this phenomena, as well as its related risk factors and effects, since its entrance into the popular consciousness in the 1970s. A thorough method for comprehending intimate partner abuse incorporates risk variables and informs prevention and therapy (Thaller et al, 2014). Defining and understanding violence in intimate relationships has been fraught with controversy since it first appeared as a social phenomenon. While most referred to as domestic violence, violence against female intimate partners has earned a number of different titles, including spousal abuse, marital violence, and, most lately, intimate partner violence or intimate relationship abuse. While research has shown violence in cohabiting and dating couples as early as junior high school, researchers have been less reluctant to name this phenomenon marital assault or spousal abuse unless they are expressly referring to abuse in the context of marriage. Similarly, the phrase domestic violence refers to violence that happens in a home, eliminating certain intimate connections while including some non-intimate ones (e.g., child abuse). Despite the fact that the phrase "intimate partner abuse" is gender neutral, women are more likely than males to be victims of violence in intimate relationships, as will be described (Thaller et al, 2014).
There is a considerable body of work on the vulnerability and risk factors of intimate relationship violence. According to national studies, female murder victims are far more likely to be slain by an intimate partner, such as a spouse, ex-husband, or lover, than male homicide victims (Catalano et al., 2009; Fox, 2005). Prior intimate partner violence, stalking, nonfatal strangling, access to guns, threats to murder, forced sex, and recent alienation are all significant risk factors for intimate partner homicide or attempted homicide (Campbell et al., 2003; Campbell, 1995; Glass et al., 2008; McFarlane et al., 1999; Wilson & Daly, 1993; Wilson et al, 1995). When a woman is separated from her boyfriend, her risk of lethal violence increases considerably, especially if that spouse is dominating (Campbell et al., 2003). Women in abusive relationships are at risk of intimate partner murder (Campbell et al., 2003), and this risk has recently been modified for immigrant women (Messing et al., 2012) and women in same-sex partnerships (Glass et al., 2008). In the 2010 nationally representative sample, almost one in seven women (14.8 percent) and one in twenty-five males (4 percent) suffered bodily harm because of intimate relationship rape, physical violence, or stalking (Black et al., 2011). Even though injuries are widespread in the aftermath of domestic violence, many injured victims do not seek care. Injuries were recorded by 7.9 percent of women and 1.6 percent of males who claimed intimate relationship rape, physical assault, or stalking (Black et al., 2011;Kwako et al., 2011; Wu et al, 2010). People who suffer from abuse or are victims of violence in a relationship in which they should feel safe and loved, are vulnerable to having the same thing happen over and over again. This is because it is a norm for them and may find it hard not to be victims of it again. Many victims of abuse are scared to report any of the crimes to police because of the fear that there will be retaliation from the perpetrator, the police and social workers provide a safe environment for them when reporting. Being by there side from start to finish, providing a safe environment and support to over come those fears and to get out the situation. 
Over the last 20 years the government of England and Wales have made a commitment to making sure victims are an important part of the criminal justice agenda (Home Office, 2002; Ministry of Justice, 2012).  There are many experiences in life that can provoke trauma and a psychological reaction to an event that may be stressful to people, this varies depending on the person. This can be affected by a span of factors which include what the original stressor is, how strong the person is when it comes to a stressful situation and any of the individuals past trauma. Overall, it is known that for many people trauma can relentless because of this it can make someone vulnerable to crime and cause them to be a victim of getting affected by the outcome. There are many emotions that come with this, these include the feeling of confused, shame, anger and having anxiety (Van der Kolk et al., 1996). Most of these reactions are transient, lasting only a few weeks or days at most. Nevertheless, if reactions become so severe and persistent that social, vocational, or other functioning is compromised, an individual may be classified with 'post-traumatic stress disorder' ('PTSD') (Herman, 1992; Yule, 1999). In the criminal justice system, it is extremely important that people take PTSD or any trauma into consideration when dealing with any victims. When dealing with any victims it is important to understand that they can face some sort of flashback when needing to retell their experience with a crime (Briere and Scott, 2015; Joseph et al., 1997). Post-traumatic shame, for example, can make a person feel alienated, worthless, and powerless, and it is frequently associated with the desire to hide away, avoid scrutiny, or separate one's own in expectation of being judged negatively, blamed, or ignored (Lee et al., 2001; Rahm et al., 2006; Wilson et al., 2006).
Many homeless people are vulnerable in several ways; they constitute one of the most vulnerable groups handled by social workers. Individuals and groups that have lost a secure place to live face physical dangers such as vulnerability and aggression, as well as psychological dangers associated with excessive stress, such as mental health illnesses and drug abuse. While chronically homeless adult males may be perceived as the face of homelessness by many, homelessness affects men, women, and children, families and single persons, teens and adults (Mcclendon and Lane, 2014). Homelessness is inextricably linked to poverty. Yet, homelessness is perhaps the most visible manifestation of poverty, and it certainly attracts a lot of attention. The situation of homeless families garnered more public attention in the aftermath of the current mortgage crisis and massive foreclosures. Subprime mortgages enabled low-income households with weak credit histories to become homeowners for the first time, but the loans were frequently misunderstood and unaffordable as interest rates soared and monthly payments inflated for families already struggling financially (Williams et al, 2005).
Individuals and families who are homeless face physiological, emotional, and legal hazards to their well-being. Exposure, starvation, worsening of medical issues, and the possibility or actuality of sexual and physical abuse are among the physical threats. Coupled with physical issues, homeless people are constantly threatened with arrest, family separation, and coerced mental care. Homelessness is frequently associated with severe loss: loss of not just one's home, but also of one's family, community ties, status and position, health, safety, and well-being. These traumatic experiences can exacerbate or cause the beginnings of mental illness, as well as unhealthy coping techniques such as substance misuse (Didenko & Pankratz, 2007; North et al, 1998).One of the most important responsibilities of a house is to protect its inhabitants from outside hazards and threats. Without a place to live, one's safety and health are jeopardised. Some of the symptoms typically connected with homelessness include hypothermia, wound infection, and respiratory infections (National Coalition for the Homeless, 2009b). Because of these issues homeless people are and will be vulnerable to all types of dangers as they are without a home and will be more likely to face violence. Many homeless are seen as bad people because of the situation they are in, they are seen as drug addicts or criminals which is not always the case. They are constantly harassed or questioned by the police just because they are with out a home, yes it is true that some homeless people will turn to a life of crime such as stealing, many do this because they are hungry or would rather stay in jail to have a bed to sleep in at night. However, this is not the case for all homeless, the criminal justice system and local authorities offer safe havens for these people, provide shelter, a place to come have food and clothing, some even provide opportunities for them to get of there feet with providing a job opportunity. The criminal justice system works well to show the vulnerable that they are safe and can trust in the system.
As shown above there are many groups that are vulnerable to being victims of crime, the criminal justice system has had a helping hand in prioritising the vulnerable by allowing victims to be heard and understood, acknowledge that they are not alone and have a place to turn to when they are in need. Statistically in the UK for children that need to be helped by social workers has decreased by 16%  in May of 2020 (Gov.uk, 2022). With having these services available it prevents  situations getting worse and helps vulnerable people feel safer. To conclude, the issue of being vulnerable is always prominent in any aspect of life, this is because of human nature. Some people are un able to see the signs of danger before it is too late. Some are able to prevent these and go down the right path in life and avoid criminal activity. But there are still a high number of people who still full into the negative bracket of life. 
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