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Critical Incidents
Introduction
The essence of teaching is grounded on the student's understanding. Teachers evaluating and identifying the teaching steps they need to ensure that their students grasp the knowledge is essential. Students have different performance levels, and teachers should find better methods to favour everyone. According to Correa et al. (2014), teachers should be acquainted with the ethical responsibilities of their professionals to build a teaching identity. Learning how to conduct proper teaching steps is crucial to students as, at the end of their courses, they will be able to understand the subject.
Different subjects have different teaching styles as they contain different content. Therefore, identifying a standard teaching style, so students comprehend the teachings better should be evaluated. It has been acknowledged that teachers' learning to teach involves an identity process as it incorporates professionalism in Teaching (Beijaard, pp.2). Having a professional as a teacher does not mean that you can execute knowledge and being understood. Understanding students' level of understanding is vital as a teacher can draft proper teaching steps for their students. They are evaluating the appropriate teaching steps that require skills. Understanding the psychological nature of individual student teachers is substantial as through that, they will be able to collect a common teaching habit that will favour each student (Lawrence, 2005). Execution of critical incidents by teachers in reflective practice is highly recommended as it advances self-awareness and skills used to solve problems. Furthermore, teachers can learn what can and does not work using the teaching method.

The Role of Critical Reflection
Critical reflection in teaching refers to carefully examining events' aspects from a different perspective. Critical reflection is essential as it enables teachers to establish reasonable goals, strengthen their professional practice and create a learning environment. Essential enrolment of reflection in teaching practice is accommodating as it facilitates reflective learning (Shandomo, pp.112). Furthermore, teachers can create new knowledge from their experiences through critical reflection. Also, they blend learning through experiences with theoretical and technical learning to form new concepts (Shandomo, pp.101). Teachers emphasize using critical reflection as it allows them to review the comprehension of their students and re-strategize better methods to be enforced. Additionally, through critical reflection, teachers can understand the teacher-student differences and form a standard solution to solve the problem.
Reflective teaching by teachers is crucial as they can self-evaluate and self-examine their teaching steps, improving their teaching practice. Teachers are expected to have continuous reflection thinking as classroom events change frequently. Through critical reflection, teachers develop their professional skills to solve their students' problems better. Moreover, they will be able to boost student outcomes since they are more skilled. According to Branch (2010), critical reflection on teachers' professional development has developed massive attention as it has dramatically impacted the quality of teaching. Besides imposing better quality, critical reflection has contributed to knowledge reframing as teachers reintroduce concepts that support students to get a better understanding.
Most educators approve that reflective teaching benefits both teachers and students as it brings their thoughts together in teaching hence better performances. Another role of critical reflection on the professional development of teachers is that it enables instructors to be aware of the beliefs and assumptions associated with learning and teaching (Branch, 2010). Through this, teachers can promote a conducive environment where learners can have a positive attitude towards learning.
Evans and Nation (2013) stated that school reforms had been initiated as the old systems failed to recognize the reputation of reflective practice. A critical perspective on school reforms must be introduced to understand the essential concept of reflection. Educational reforms have been persuaded by the vast impact critical reflection has on student outcomes. The old curriculum did not overlook the essential essence of reflection on teaching as they disvalued the outcome of students. They only considered the magnitude of the students getting an education. Therefore, reforms ensuring teachers execute critical reflection exhibited a better value on Education.
Hence through critical reflection, students can perform excellently since teachers will be exposed to multiple perspectives on handling teaching. Furthermore, the critical reflection will enable teachers to be attentive to students' opinions as they will understand them more when they open a forum where both the teacher and the students interact freely. At the same time, critical reflection support students to engage in a reflective process of making them track their course thoughtfully and giving teachers an easy time to solve problems concerning their academics (Beijaard, pp. 5). Through this, teachers can develop their teaching practice.
Observation School and Class Context
Observing a year two class in foundation learning, I focused my critical incident on a student who initially was reluctant to attempt an assignment issued by the teacher, stating that the task was too difficult. The teacher excused the child and allowed them to engage in other activities in the class. However, during two hours, the teacher critically brought the child back momentarily into the assignment for rising increments utilizing Vygotsky's scaffolding principle. The teacher is responsible for permitting the student to handle the assignment using their method and not limiting their time, allowing them to learn successfully. The critical incident linked with Donaldson's purpose, where the teacher allowed the child to be creative and develop their mindset to expand. Also, the incident is associated with being ambitious as the teacher allowed the child to desire to accomplish the task by implementing different methods.
Furthermore, the teacher made the child interested in crafting different methods they would use to solve the task. The teacher presented standardized pedagogy as the child was not forced to complete the task immediately when they stated that it was challenging but allowed them to participate in other activities. Additionally, Vygotsky's scaffolding principle showed the teacher's ways of teaching as the teacher helped by giving directions on how to handle the task before allowing the child to handle it by themselves.
Literature Review
The impact of critical evaluation and identification in teaching practice is substantial as it boosts teachers’ abilities to handle tutoring in numerous ways. The effect that critical reflection on teaching has embraced and has been conferred by various studies, which are discussed below.
According to Crick (2022), the new school curriculum for Wales is meant to give children access to developmentally appropriate relationships and learn sexual Education. The curriculum for Wales has been identified to contain two hierarchies; one is the national-level curriculum which is described by the Welsh government, and the school-level curriculum, which is established and prearranged by teachers in different schools and groups (Worrall, 2022). Through the new curriculum, students are taught about healthy relationships, staying safe both in physical locations and online and learning to be courageous to raise matters with responsible adults (Crick, pp. 635). Through this, the curriculum clearly delivers a comprehensive and balanced education system (Aasen and Wenche, 2006). Teachers adopting the new curriculum is essential as it makes the young children develop advanced standards of literateness and skills, enabling them to become more digitally confident and capable (Jenkins, 2000). The new curriculum for Wales is helpful to teachers as it enables them to develop a more integrated approach to learning (Worrall,2022).
The new curriculum has been proven to be in line with the four purposes of the curriculum: enabling each child to be a successful student, being courageous, being accountable and being an operative contributor (Freedman, 2018). Furthermore, the new curriculum has been stated to be impactful in Teaching young learners aged three to sixteen who are given similar core learning in the wales curriculum where a consistent approach for students is achieved (Freedman, 2018). Additionally, the new curriculum promotes critical reflection for teachers and learners as it ensures that they reflect on their teachings and understanding (Freedman, 2018). The new curriculum leads to reforms in students as it develops creativity, enables learners to have a cultural identity, and promotes social aspects. Teachers are identified to be aligned with the new curriculum as they can connect with fellow teachers where they can reinforce better plans of Teaching (Moller and Crick, 2018).
Researchers have recognised the need for a new curriculum as it certifies the prerequisite of practical Education for students, enabling them to be creative. According to Li and Ni (2011), education reforms are essential as the old curriculum did not necessitate students' creativity but promoted memorization. The impact of the new curriculum ensures that students grasp the content as they major in practical Education than theoretical. A new curriculum also assists teachers in evaluating their teaching techniques so that they can transform a positive classroom teaching that engages all the students.
According to Sachs (2003), professional standards for teaching have engendered massive attention as uniformity in teaching as a profession is desired in all teaching institutions. The author illustrates that education institutes insinuate that professional teaching standards are essential as it improves teachers' performances. The imposition of professional standardization on leadership can be achieved by ensuring that honesty and effective communication is utilized (Mayer, 2005). Educational leaders should advocate for critical reflection as it shows the direction to the juniors. They will also reach the level of excellence that will enable professional standards in teaching to be maintained (Sachs, 2003). Teachers' performances are achieved by engaging in critical reflection; they will be able to advance their skills. Also, through professional standards for teaching, teachers can continue learning and develop better methods of handling their professionalism. They will be able to analyse their teaching techniques and identify solutions to problems concerning their teachings. Additionally, introducing teaching standards is essential as it improves teachers' reputations as they can execute better skills due to critical reflection. Mayer et al. (2005) state that for teachers to develop quality, professional standards of teaching should be actualized. The imposition of a standard tool for teaching enables teachers to practice critical reflection in their teaching to advance their skills to match professional standards. Teachers' input in exercising professional standards enables them to elevate their quality, increasing student outcomes (Call, pp. 102). Critical reflection is needed to maintain a professional standard for teaching as teachers will evaluate and analyse their growth in teaching by the outcomes of students' results (Call, pp. 102). Despite the growth that professional standard conveys, critical reflection challenges the professional development of teachers as it contributes to knowledge reframing, which may not go in hand with professional teaching standards (Smith, pp.220).
Glasswell and Ryan (2017) express that through professional standards in teaching, reflective practice is quickly initiated as teachers can reflect on their experiences of teaching students. Furthermore, it ensures that teachers are critically aware of the teaching practices they give to students hence ensuring that teachers critically analyse their professionalism. Developing course in teachers through critical reflection enables teachers to compare the teaching and learning situations they impose if they match the professional standards of Teaching (Glasswell, pp. 20). Professionalism in Education makes teachers perform a self-critical examination of their teaching methods to see if they conform to professional standards (Mayer et al., 2005). Therefore, for teachers to practice professionalism, they must engage in critical reflection, which will help them enhance their careers and transform learning into a better form.
For teachers to learn and better their experiences, persistent and deliberate efforts are required. According to Sequeira (2012), for a teacher to excel in their teaching career, it is crucial to understand the importance of learning and teaching in depth. This is important as reflecting on teaching enables teachers to improve more as they can amend mistakes. Furthermore, the teacher will identify areas in which they need more learning, allowing them to grow in their skills and knowledge. Teachers' learning areas can also be initiated in classrooms through interaction with students, as teachers may find challenging questions that they lack a more profound understanding of, requiring further investigation (Sequeira, 2012).
Critical reflection has been identified to contribute mainly to enhancing teachers' experiences as it challenges teachers' thinking abilities, enabling them to grow massively and enhance their experiences as their skills and knowledge advance (Shandomo, 2010). Furthermore, teachers implement critical reflection to understand which areas they require learning and also see the level of skills they have acquired during a period. This enables them not to stagnate in their career and grow professionally. Boud et al. (2013) state that reflection is essential in learning as without reflecting, identifying if you have grasped the concept is challenging. Therefore, teachers must apply critical reflection in learning as it enables them to track down their level of experience and comprehend more about their teaching experiences. Through this, they know and have more experience, contributing to better performances.
According to Knight and Crick (2022), introducing reforms to school curriculum has ensured that students are initiated to new areas of learning such as arts, health and wellbeing, and science and technology. The areas ensure that both teachers and students learn extensively as they can develop critical evaluations of their social and educational life. Furthermore, instructors can get more skills in teaching students as they will understand their mentality and know ways of making them comprehend. Experiences in teaching with the new curriculum increase activeness by learners resulting in thoughtful questions that helps teachers learn as they teach (Hizli Alkan and Priestley, 2019).
Pedagogical theory refers to a conceptualization method of edification and human development in both the individual and communal life scope (Howard, pp. 198). Critical pedagogy allows teachers to consider students' identities and how they impact their experiences (Howard, pp. 201). According to Dimova and Loughran (2009), reflection in pedagogy ensures teachers carefully examine their teaching during and after class, where they link their tutoring to effective teaching. Also, with pedagogical theory, teachers deeply understand their teaching styles and know where to change. Educational reforms can highly be achieved with critical pedagogy as teachers examining their teaching styles enables them to reconsider reframing the education system that supports better classroom settings (Kirylo et al., pp. 332). Standard teaching is highly achieved with a pedagogy approach as teachers critically reflecting on their teachings swiftly encourages them to develop their knowledge and skills in teaching. This ensures that standard teaching is maintained in schools, as both teachers and students will evaluate their understanding in class (Kirylo et al., pp. 334).
Critical reflection using the pedagogy approach is essential as teachers can learn from their experiences and solve problems that arise to upgrade their teaching abilities (Bercaw and Stooksberry, pp.2). Teachers using critical pedagogy show the level of freedom they partake in as it does not focus on Education but also social aspects. Therefore, teachers applying critical pedagogy analyse the academic characteristics in their teaching and social aspect as they are linked together (Bercaw and Stooksberry, pp.2). Hence pedagogy theory promotes a positive environment for teachers where they can widely analyse students' behaviours both in the classroom and outside so that they can know what to change.
Reflection
Reflecting on the critical incident, the teacher allowing the child to feel comfortable not being able to solve the difficult task and not condemning the child or comparing them to other children showed the teacher's level of experience as the teacher understood that different child has a different understanding level. The teacher emphasized patience with the child and allowed the child to undertake under activities before systematically bringing the child to undertake the task. Furthermore, the teacher got the four purposes of Donaldson's as the child was given the space to exercise creativity by trying to perform the task independently without assistance. Through that, the teacher was helping the child to develop problem-solving skills when challenged; even if a task is problematic, they can always figure it out by themselves.
Evaluating the critical incident, the teacher aimed to give the child a starting point for developing and learning through their own experiences. Through that, the child would develop mentally and become open-minded in solving problems. The teacher giving the child the task to work on their own was not focused on the child giving the correct answer but on trying to figure it out on themselves. Furthermore, when they are corrected, the child may be able to reflect on where they went wrong. This teaches the child the importance of practising self-reflection to advance in their course, contributing to better performances. The next step the teacher may undertake is analyzing how the child has undertaken the task. If the child did not accomplish the desired result, the teacher might analyse and identify where they went astray. Furthermore, the teacher may not dismiss the child's answer but ask them why they thought that was the answer. This may help the teacher correct the child appropriately and understand their viewpoint.
The role of critical reflection is to allow individuals to appreciate their experiences as they better themselves. Furthermore, through critical reflection, individuals can recognize the challenges and weak areas they need to work on, promoting their growth. Critical reflection is essential as it consents individuals to process and learn from themselves as they will be able to understand themselves more. Through the critical incident, the teacher might be able to analyse their tutoring skills through the assignment that the child drafted, as it will show what the child grasps and what the teacher might need to enhance more on the teaching. Moreover, the child would be able to impose critical reflection on the task they do as they will analyse their understanding and comprehend the difficult task if they can get the solution.
The child would be able to execute the models of reflection as they will think about how to solve the task, learn how to solve it, and analyse it from a different perspective. The approach will benefit my professional and personal development as it improves my metacognition, as I can reflect on my cognitive development. Furthermore, the approach stimulates my self-motivation as I will grow professionally and personally. Additionally, it assists me in identifying obstacles that are in my personal and professional life and learning how to construct realistic goals. This is evident in my career as I have received numerous credits and have been improving my performance since I started critically reflecting on my daily occupation; learning to understand where I need adjustment and seeing doing better than before motivates me to continue.
Conclusion
In conclusion, through critical reflection, teachers can advance their experiences and enable students to grow as they demonstrate better teaching methods. Furthermore, through the critical incident, I have recognized that teachers have been applying critical reflection on their teaching styles as they have strayed away from traditional curriculum teaching. Hence, teachers can reframe their teaching styles and analyse better ways to ensure that they impact students by making them creative and helping them learn from their own experiences. The critical incident is linked with new professional standards for teaching and leadership as teachers have drawn back from spoon-feeding children into allowing them to exercise creativity on themselves hence expanding their minds. Furthermore, through the observation, the teacher showed educational leadership as she allowed the child to learn independently and did not harshly respond to the child when they stated that they found the task challenging.
Additionally, the teacher allowed leadership traits when they allowed the child to do the difficult task on their own without minding if they would execute the right or wrong solution. This shows that the teacher intended to make the child grow from their experiences. The critical incident is also connected to the role of reflective practitioners in Wales as reflective practitioners comprehend the efforts they impose on skills can continuously be improved and use the tool to learn to increase insights and concede their accomplishments and blunders. Hence the teacher allowing the child to execute the difficult task was meant to aid them in gaining insight into their difficulties and learning from them.
Appendices
Lesson Observation sheet
	Objective
	
	
	Observations

	1. Aspect and impact of the new curriculum.
	Classroom observation tool rating sheet to monitor the impact of a new curriculum for Wales on students and rate the aspects of the curriculum.
	Presented the classroom observation sheet rating the introduction of the new lessons and their impact on the students and teachers.
	During the test of the new curriculum for Wales, I detected the student being allowed to be creative through lessons such as arts. Furthermore, through the new curriculum, I saw the teacher being able to exercise critical reflection in their teachings; hence they reframed their teaching styles better.
Additionally, I witnessed the new curriculum allowing the student to use critical reflection as they were able to consider their mental wellbeing and get to understand themselves. I got to observe the teacher developing more integral teaching through the new curriculum by allowing the child to practice other activities in class when they state that the task they have been assigned is challenging.

	2. The areas of learning and experiences
	Classroom observation tool rating sheet containing the experiences and areas teachers get to learn.
	The classroom observation sheet rates the experiences teachers have been getting and the areas where they have been learning.
	To increase teachers’ experiences, imposition I observed the application of critical reflection being implemented by the teacher as the teacher wanted to recognize the weak areas of the student hence helping the child to work on the task so that the teacher can identify the area they need to advance to ensure that the child grasps the content. Furthermore, observing the teacher giving the child an opportunity to learn together also helps the teacher learn as the teacher can get new concepts from the child that they may fail to realise as the child gets the opportunity to ask different questions. Also, if the child fails to get the correct answer, the teacher guiding the child will help the teacher to learn as the teacher will realize the area, they need to put more effort into. Hence the teacher is seen growing in terms of knowledge and skills.

	3. Pedagogical theory.
	Classroom observation tool rating the impact of pedagogical theory.
	Presented the classroom observation sheet ratings showing how the pedagogical theory impacts teaching.
	I observed that the teacher applied pedagogical theory as it allowed the child to undertake the other activities that they felt were interesting. Also, the child facing the task on their own assisted in developing their critical thinking ability, which will help them both in their academic and social life.
The teacher also exercised pedagogical theory by creating a connection between the child and allowing them to communicate freely when they find the task hard and not shutting them but allowing them to solve using their methods.

	4. The professional standards for teaching and leadership.
	The classroom observation tool rating sheet was cast-off to analyse the level of professional standards in teaching and leadership.
	Presented the classroom observation sheet rating the professional standards that teachers implemented and professional standards on leadership by teachers.
	I observed that the teacher had professionalism in teaching how the teacher handled the child. When the child claimed that the task was difficult for them, the teacher did not force the child but allowed them to undertake other classroom activities in which they felt interested. However, I also detected that the teacher had professional educational leadership when the teacher critically brought the child to help in handling the task and allowed them to perform the methods that they thought were right so that they could correct them. This showed the leadership trait of valuing the child and allowing them to attempt the assignment.







	Critical incident
	Explanation

	A child was unwilling to handle a task by the teacher, claiming it was too hard. The teacher allowed the child to exercise free will, and the child was excused from undertaking other activities in the classroom. However, for two hours, the teacher systematically brought the child back briefly into the task for increasing increments employing Vygotsky's scaffolding principle. This refined approach allowed the child to face the task in their technique and stride, allowing a successful learning experience.
	The critical incident occurred due to the failure of the child to be incapable of handling the task. The teacher not implementing force on the child and allowing the child to undertake other activities showed the teacher's professionalism as they never wanted to force the child to do what they were incapable of. Later the teacher is seen improvising Vygotsky's scaffolding principle, which implies a student learning information from a well-informed person. The more informed teacher allowed assisted the child in undertaking the task. The teacher showing the child the way forward in handling the task enables the child to think critically about how to handle other similar tasks and find directions when handling the tasks.
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