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Within the Old Testament the character Satan is not the developed character of the Satan that is known today within the New Testament. This essay will look at the role of Satan within the books of Job and Zachariah within the Old Testament. As the focus of this piece of work is spilt between two different books of the Old Testament, therefore this essay will be split into parts. The first part will be focusing on the role of Satan within the Book of Job. The second part of this piece of work will be focused on the role of Satan within the Book of Zachariah. Before looking at the role of Satan, this essay will look at the word ‘Satan’ within the terms of the Old Testament or Hebrew Bible. 

The word of Satan in the Old Testament in Hebrew is ha-satan. The word ‘ha’ means the word ‘the’, therefore ha-satan means ‘the satan’. The term could mean ‘the satan’ to be a job role within the Old Testament instead of the fully formed character of the New Testament. The word Satan in terms of Hebrew means the word adversary. An adversary is anyone who opposes a person. Within the Bible this could range from the Angels of the Lord, God and of course ‘the satan’ himself. Within the books of Job and Zachariah we see the use of the word ha-satan within the Jewish scriptures however, in the Christian tradition it has been translated as Satan as a noun and a name of this creature. This piece of work will be looking at the role of Satan in terms of what is in the text and how it has been interpreted through both Biblical commentaries and books on the devil or Satan.[footnoteRef:1] [1: Ferguson, Sinclair B., James Innell Packer, and David F. Wright. 2008. New Dictionary of Theology (Downers Grove, Ill.: IVP Academic)p197] 


The first part of this essay will be looking at the role of Satan within the Book of Job within the Hebrew Bible. The structure of the Book of Job is interesting as the first two chapters of the book are a prologue to the rest of the Book of Job. This is where the character of Satan is introduced to the people reading the Book of Job. God calls together the Heavenly Court including ha-satan. God asked ‘the satan’ where have you been and ‘the satan’ replies, between heaven and earth.  Then God asked about Job and whether he had considered his servant Job as there was none like him on earth.[footnoteRef:2]This part of the passage in the prologue of Job shows that ‘the satan’ can roam between the heavenly realm and the earthly realm to test and be an adversary to the followers of God. This also shows ‘the satan’ as a member and a part of the Heavenly Court as when the Heavenly Court was called the Angels gathered together. Satan is among these Angels of the Heavenly Court, showing the role of Satan more as a job title than a fully formed character and as a name of the character. Instead it is a name of a job for an Angel within the Heavenly Court.  [2:  NIV Bible. 2000. (London: Hodder & Stoughton)] 

 
Between the dialogue of ‘the satan’ and God it is God who brings up his servant Job instead of ‘the satan’. This could mean that God was asking ‘the satan’ to test Job instead of ‘the satan’ saying to God I am going to test Job. The prologue of this Book of Job introduces God’s servant Job and the plan that is arranged between God and ‘the satan’ to test Job in the rest of the Book of Job. ‘The satan’ plans to test Job by removing all his divine favours and God agrees to the plan which ‘the satan’ had thought of. This passage is showing that God and ‘the satan’ knew each other and also that the job role of ‘the satan’ was as the adversary for God within the Heavenly Court.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Stanford, Peter. 2003. The Devil: a Biography (London: Arrow)p42-43] 


This passage shows that the all-powerful and all-loving nature of God is called into doubt because ‘the satan’ in this passage undoes the good and merciful work that God has bestowed upon Job; therefore making ‘the satan’ in this passage both the adversary for Job but also undermines the all-powerful and all-loving nature of God. The job role of ‘the satan’ could exist to keep God in check and to make sure that God did not just give good times to his followers but that they were also tested in their faith to make sure that their faith was strong enough to survive whatever came their way from the Heavenly Court Adversary. The job role of ‘the satan’ in the prologue of the Book of Job makes the job role seem as a tester and also to keep God in-line.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Neil, William. 1961. The Bible Companion: a Complete Pictorial and Reference Guide to the People, Places, Events, Background and Faith of the Bible (London: Skeffington) p133-134] 


An interesting part of this passage is the role which God plays within the prologue of the Book of Job. Job is perfect in God’s eyes as he follows all the Commandments that had been given to the Jewish people from God on High in Heaven. Even with this in mind, God is the one who mentions Job to the adversary within his Heavenly Court. This is like God asking for the servant who is perfect in the eyes of God to be tested and hell to be released on Job from ‘the satan’ in the role of tester or adversary for the Heavenly Court. God is allowing this testing and ‘the satan’ to be allowed to release these trials to fall upon his servant Job. This passage could add to the argument stated within the Bible commentary on Job by E.G.S Gibson on page 4 in which it states that Satan should sit at the right hand of the Lord our God. This means ‘the satan’ or the adversary should sit at the right hand which is the first man in charge after God. In the Christian tradition the Messiah or the son of God sits at the right hand of his father in Heaven making it Jesus Christ. Saying that ‘the satan’ should be at his right hand is an insult to the religion of Christianity and the job role of ‘the satan’ within the Heavenly Court is not important enough to be in such an important position.[footnoteRef:5]  [5: Gibson, Edgar C. S. (. C. S., The Book of Job (Methuen, 1899)p4] 


When God agreed to test Job to prove or disprove that Job was being made to worship God on High, the role of ‘the satan’ is to test Job with one condition that Job comes to no physical harm. Therefore the trial that is given by ‘the satan’ must not harm Job as a person and the trial does not succeed due to this fact according ‘the satan’. Using the word trial could be used to define the role of ‘the satan’. The word can be related to the court system that was used and ‘the satan’ can be the prosecutor making sure people and followers of the faith are tested or face trial when they are required. This is making God the defender of religion which he presided over and ‘the satan’ tries to destroy the faith within the people of the faith through the guidelines of the Heavenly Court. ‘The satan’ is part of God’s Heavenly Court. [footnoteRef:6] [6:  Dunn, James D. G., and J. W. Rogerson. 2004. Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans)p340] 


The first trial destroys Job’s cattle and sheep and a storm also destroys Job’s house and his children were crushed but Job refused to turn his back on God. ‘The satan’ goes back to God and he states the reason he failed to prove his theory was because he could not harm Job himself. Therefore ‘the satan’ tries to persuade God to give him free reign to test Job to prove his theory is correct. God reluctantly agrees to ‘the satan’s’ plan but God tells ‘the satan’ that he must not do anything that will leave Job dead. This shows that God still tried to defend Job by making sure he lived. ‘The satan’ wanted to prove his theory at all costs and wanted to cause holy havoc on the life of Job.[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Pope, Marvin H. 2008. Job (New Haven: Yale University Press)p1-17] 


The role of ‘the satan’ within the Book of Job is very different from the fully formed character that is in the New Testament and Christianity we know today. Instead, the role of ‘the satan’ is much more a job title within the Heavenly Court; taking the Hebrew meaning of the word Satan as an adversary, to someone. This means that the role of Satan within the Book of Job is the adversary to the grace of God on the people who have faith in God. The role ‘the satan’ plays is more a tester of faith for the followers of God. In basic terms ‘the satan’ is playing devil’s advocate to the followers of God, in the case Job. ‘The satan’ plays the devil’s advocate within the life of Job to test if he is made to worship God, meaning that in the Book of Job the role of ‘the satan’ is to be an adversary or advocate to make sure the followers are true believers of God.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  Barton, John, and John Muddiman. The Oxford Bible Commentary (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012.)p334] 


Having looked into the role of ‘the satan’ within the Book of Job, this piece of work will be looking at the role of ‘the satan’ within the Book of Zechariah. The main passage in which the role and character of ‘the satan’ appears in the Book of Zechariah is within chapter three. The Book of Zachariah is one of the Twelve Minor Prophets of the Hebrew Bible. This book is about Zachariah preaching and prophesising to the Jewish people after their return from exile in Babylon. The reason the Book of Zachariah is so important is because out of all the Twelve Minor Prophets it contains the most information about the Messiah in relation to both the first and second coming of the Messiah.  The Book of Zachariah is sometimes referred to as the smaller version of the Book of Isaiah.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Mason, Rex, and Peter R. Ackroyd. 1977. The Cambridge Bible Commentary: New English Bible (Cambridge: Cambridge U.P.) p48-51] 


The role of ‘the satan’ within the Book of Zachariah appears within chapter three. This chapter develops the idea that is seen in the Book of Job, that ‘the satan’ is a prosecutor within the Heavenly Court system. The High Priest Joshua of the Temple is brought before ‘the satan’ and the Heavenly Court in clothes that are dirty and are rag-like in appearance. ‘The satan’ accuses Joshua of a sin and that he should face the consequences of his action. However, God rebukes ‘the satan’ and transforms Joshua’s clothes into clean and pure robes to show that Joshua has been cleansed of his sins and he is once more pure in the eyes of God.  The passage in chapter three is the fourth vision of the prophet Zechariah out of the eight he had. This vision is unlike any of the other seven visions he had, as in this vision there was a person present instead of symbols, that needed to be interpreted and the symbols meaning explained to Joshua by the Angels of the Lords.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Mason, Rex, and Peter R. Ackroyd. 1977. The Cambridge Bible Commentary: New English Bible (Cambridge: Cambridge U.P.) p48-51] 


This passage is showing that ‘the satan’ is in charge of making sure that if one has committed a sin that person will have to face the consequences of their action no matter who they are and the position they held within Jewish society.  In the case of this passage, it is the High Priest Joshua of the Temple within Jerusalem and one of the most important people in the Jewish religion at the time, apart from God of course. Therefore, this passage shows that ‘the satan’ does not care who the person is and that they need to be held accountable for their sins against God on High. Within this passage ‘the satan’ is acting as a prosecutor of the Heavenly Court and ‘the satan’ is acting as the Angel who is making sure that the person is held accountable for their sins.[footnoteRef:11] [11:  Barton, John, and John Muddiman. The Oxford Bible Commentary (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012.)p612] 


God and the Angels of the Lord preside over the Heavenly Court with the adversary or ‘the satan’ standing there ready to accuse anyone who stands in front of this Heavenly Court, of the sins they have committed against the rules and Commandants that God has laid down for the Jewish people. In this role, ‘the satan’ is like a member of the ‘heavenly police force’, trying to make sure everyone is held to account for their sins or the crimes they have committed against God. With the case of this vision within the Book of Zechariah chapter three, God as the Judge and in charge of his own Heavenly Court decided to rebuke the claims that ‘the satan’ makes against Joshua. This yet again makes the role of ‘the satan’ in the passage a job role within the Heavenly Court. By God rebuking the claims and accusations that ‘the satan’ has made, God is performing an act of divine mercy upon Joshua and wiping his slate clean and also forgiving him for his sins and the guilt and distress of The Babylonian Exile is wiped clean and the Jewish People and God can move on.[footnoteRef:12] [12:  Dunn, James D. G., and J. W. Rogerson. 2004. Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans)p722-723
] 


This vision is about recertifying that Jerusalem is the home and the centre of the Jewish religion and where the Temple should be. This passage shows the divine act of grace which God gives to the Jewish People in their return after their exile.  ‘The satan’ in this passage could be interpreted as the place of exile in Babylon. Therefore, by rebuking ‘the satan’ in this passage it is like rebuking the exile and the people who exiled the Jewish People in the first place and now that this horrible time is done it is time to return home to Jerusalem and Israel. [footnoteRef:13] [13:  Dunn, James D. G., and J. W. Rogerson. 2004. Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans)p722-723] 


Through using the High Priest Joshua, it also shows that the Temple needs to be rebuilt and also that the practices and sacrifice that forms the core of the Jewish Temple centred religion that needs to be reinstated. This passage is not just important to understand the role of ‘the satan’ in the Hebrew Bible but also tells the future of the Jewish religion. While God was transfiguring Joshua’s clothes he also gave Joshua a solemn charge of administration duties of the Temple making Joshua the connection between God and God’s communities on earth. Therefore, ‘the satan’, by calling Joshua in front of the Heavenly Court, gives God the opportunity to bestow Joshua this solemn charge and shows that God can also be merciful to those who have sinned against him.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Mason, Rex, and Peter R. Ackroyd. 1977. The Cambridge Bible Commentary: New English Bible (Cambridge: Cambridge U.P.) p48-51] 


In this passage, unlike the passages within Job, God and ‘the satan’ are not having a conversation and discussion on how and the rules and limits for the test of Job. Instead God only speaks to ‘the satan’ to rebuke him and his accusation that ‘the satan’ puts onto Joshua. This passage therefore shows the different relation that God and ‘the satan’ have within different books of the Hebrew Bible. That as a tester to his will they both will discuss it and make sure it is done in the terms of God. In the court scene, when a sinner is brought forth to be held accountable for their sins, God is much more short with ‘the satan’ and in this example we see this taking place when God rebukes ‘the satan’.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Dídimo, and Robert Charles Hill. 2006. Commentary on Zechariah (Washington, D.C.: Catholic University of America Press)p66-68  ] 


To conclude, this piece of work on the role of Satan within the Hebrew Books of the Bible of Job and Zechariah initially is to understand that Satan, within the Hebrew Bible, is not the Satan that is the fully formed character of the New Testament and also the character of Satan which is known today. Instead the Satan of the Hebrew Bible is more of a job role and through the miss-translation of the word ha-satan within the Christian Bible it has the word ‘Satan’ as the name of the character. However, this should be more like ‘the satan’ with a small ‘s’ as it is a job title for an Angel within the company of Angels within the Heavenly Court.

Through the Books of Job and Zechariah we learn about the different functions presented that the job role of ‘the satan’ performs within the Heavenly Court. The first function of the job role of ‘the satan’ is as a tester of the faith for the believers and followers of God in Heaven. This involves making sure that it is done on the terms agreed to by ‘the satan’ and God and this is achieved to make sure that they are true believers of the Word of God and of God himself. The second part of the job title is that of being a prosecutor in the Heavenly Court. The job role of ‘the satan’ is one of making sure sinners are held accountable for the sins they have committed against God as God is the defender of the faith and ‘the satan’ is the tester of the faith in God and the prosecutor for the people who have sinned against God .

In conclusion, the role of Satan within the Books of Job and Zechariah is very different from the Satan we all know today and instead ‘the satan’ is an Angel within the company of Angels within heaven and these Angels are taking on this job title instead of a person or character
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