Hi David,
I have conducted some research on your queries, you will find an overview of my findings below alongside some potential next steps.
Acceptance of the Gift
There are various formal requirements for the validity of a gift. However, as legal professionals, we are subject to additional layers of scrutiny as beneficiaries due to professional regulation. The will appears to be properly constructed under the Wills Act 1937 (s.9). Furthermore, Mrs Spain likely satisfies the Banks v Goodfellow (1970) test for mental testamentary capacity based upon the background and the fact that we have no indication of the contrary (Mental Capacity Act, s.1(2)).  
Wintle v Nye (1959) established that a benefiting solicitor must prove the gift was left with full knowledge and approval.  Moreover, the SRA (2019) Code of Conduct specifies that solicitors cannot exploit their position (s.1(1)), or act if there is risk of an own interest conflict (s.6(1)). Although we know the gifts were constructed properly and provided under appropriate circumstances, we must ensure that SRA protocols  are satisfued to avoid the appearance of undue influence (SRA, 2019, s.7(2)).  As per Wright v Carter (1903), undue influence is presumed within solicitor- client relationships so we must ensure we have sufficent standing to prove otherwise.
The SRA (2019) provide guidance on this, requiring solicitors to be certain that clients have sought independent legal advice regarding the provision of a substantial gift. The Law Society (2023) guidelines define substantial as more than one per cent of the estate or a gift unjustified by the solicitor-client relationship. I would need further context on Mrs Spain’s estate for an accuracy but following review of recent tribunals, we need to proceed with caution. Please see the below relevant articles:
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/solicitor-admits-advice-failings-over-clients-43k-legacy-gift/5102626.article
https://www.lawgazette.co.uk/news/veteran-wills-solicitor-rebuked-over-clients-22000-gift/5121783.article
Next steps:
· We need to inform our Compliance Officer for further advice and review. 
· We need to consider the firm’s regulations regarding gifts.
· I need an overview of of Mrs Spain’s estate.
· I need to know whether we advised Mrs Spain to obtain independent advice and whether we ensured she had taken steps to obtain this.
The Gold
Donatio Mortis Causa may be applicable because it does not require any reference to the gift in the will. The requirements are summarised in King v Dubrey (2015) providing that Mrs Spain must have believed her death was near when making the gift (as also shown in Wilkes v Allington (1931)), there must have been an act of transfer to Fiona (demonstrated in Re Cravens Estate (1937)) and the gift must be intended to take effect upon Mrs Spain’s death (as per Re Dudman (1925)). Fiona would need to provide evidence of these requirements, and she may have a claim to the Gold. However, the requirements are strictly interpreted as stated in Davey & Anor v Bailey & Ors (2021). There does not seem to be an obvious act of transfer or an intention to provide the gift upon death from your background information. So, Fiona would need to provide clear evidence to the contrary for this claim. 
Fiona must ensure she informs her siblings about the gold. She could be liable for intermeddling with the estate under the Administration of Estates Act 1925 (s.28). This could mean she could be liable for criminal and/or civil legal action from the other beneficiaries. If she is an executor, she faces further liabilities in non-disclosure as she is bound by fiduciary duty. A breach of said duties could even lead to a custodial sentence as seen in Totton & Anor v Totton (2022).
Next Steps:
· We need to have discussions with Fiona regarding what evidence she has of Mrs Spain’s intention to gift her the gold, without this there are no legal remedies available, and the gold will need to be distributed as part of the residuary estate (Chen, 2022). Should Fiona possess further evidence, she may be eligible for the above alongside other possible remedies. However, her eligibility cannot be determined based upon the brief background.
· Fiona needs to be advised of the possible legal and ethical consequences should she not disclose the gold to the other beneficiaries.

Please let me know if you require any further research.

Kind regards,
Alisha








Inheritance Tax Shake-Up: Farmers and Business Owners to pay the price?
Inheritance Tax (IHT) is applicable to an estate after death. The two predominant forms of relief are Business Property Relief (BPR) and Agricultural Property Relief (APR) (Hughes, 2023). These currently permit businesses and farms to be passed among generations with reduced or exempt IHT liability. However, recent talks of reform by the Labour government propose plans to tighten the current system to prevent exploitation from larger estates over the intended purpose to support generational enterprises.
Currently, APR permits qualifying agricultural land to be inherited on a tax free or 50% reduced rate if the land is used for farming (Glyn, 2024). BPR provides similar relief for business resources, intending to lessen IHT burdens from encouraging the sale of family businesses. The current system is viewed as a way of preserving continuity between family enterprises.
The Labour proposals seek to impose stringent eligibility requirements, focusing on relief for actively farmed estates and active trade (Harney, 2024). This includes strict APR rules, withholding relief from farmers who lease land without any personal involvement in farming (Pullen, 2024). Similarly, there will be a more stringent application to BPR, lessening the total relief available to large estates in keeping with wider reform seeking to lessen wealth concentration (Weeks, 2024). Proponents assure that the reform seeks to benefit those actively involved in the farming and business industry and not passive asset holders. However, questions remain as to what should be considered as ‘active’ participation.
If the proposals are implemented, the reform could see major economic repercussion for farmers and family businesses (Endacott, 2025). This prospect of higher tax liabilities could mean 40% of farmers go out of business (Hubbard, 2025). The National Farmers Union (2024) raise concerns that treasury statistics have massively underestimated the number of farms affected.
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 Souce: (NFU, 2024). An overview of the Treasury’s impact estimation versus the potential impact.
Critics highlight the vast underestimation of farms impacted by the reforms (NFU, 2024). This is particularly important when considering the usual set up of intergenerational business. Many farms are built upon senior family members owning the land with succeeding generations taking an active role in the operational aspects (Maggs, 2024). 
The tightening of relief could leave farms needing to sell assets to cover their IHT liabilities (Pendlebury, 2024). These assets would likely include vital facilities for modest family run farms, highlighting the detrimental impact the reform could bring. The legal community share these concerns, with Hewitt (2024) expressing that when considering facilities alone, even small family farms are often worth over one million. This could result in an IHT bill of approximately £275,000 (Stainforth, 2024). With most assets held within the necessary facilities for the industry and not capital, this would be a bill that many could not pay, thus facing closure. 
The Government express that the reform will ensure fairness by closing potential loopholes meaning most people should remain unimpacted by the reforms (HM Treasury, 2024). However, with doubts cast upon the reliability of Treasury figures and the wider implications, the policy change remains a gamble. Comparable international reform has produced mixed results with Germany achieving the UK’s aim of more continuity among large enterprises, but the Netherlands still face concern over fairness (Jestl, 2021). This highlights the economic risk the reform brings.
Key words:
Agricultural property relief: A tax relief allowing agricultural property to be inherited without or with reduced inheritance tax (Masala et al, 2024).
Business Property Relief: A tax relief to reduce inheritance task on certain business assets (Masala et al, 2024).
Research Trail
 I used a range of databases and academic sources to ensure accurate data and depth. Firstly, I read the provided article by (Masala et al, 2024) to find an overview of the proposed reform. I then used Westlaw and Lexis Nexis to find journal articles for the legal perspective. This was particularly useful for legal commentary and signposting to other resources for authentic statistics and useful organisations involved with and impacted by the reform. It is important to include secondary references for interpretation and arguments, but for the most accurate statistics and a well-rounded article I aimed to reference the direct sources. The legal databases led me to the DEFRA website where I was able to find sources containing statistics and providing context on the impact of the reform. For a cross jurisdictional comparison, I used Google Scholar to find a journal article which explored many IHT systems internationally. I also looked at various Government and Treasury web pages to ensure I understood the changes and had an accurate view of what they are trying to achieve.
I believe I provided an accurate account of the reform and used a diverse range of sources. I took the stance of focusing on the impact of the changes and their context, which I believe is relevant given the word count as ultimately, readers just want to know how the reform could impact them or those around them. I have often read articles on changes and reform and felt myself still wondering what differences this will make to life and how will this change this will impact myself or society. In hindsight I could have focused more of the word count in explaining the change itself and its criteria.
Reflection on Conference
My attendance at the Brain Injury Wales Conference has left me with invaluable insight into the complexities and differences in working with clients without mental capacity. The conference covered a range of topics such as the role of the Court of Protection, the background and stories of those suffering with traumatic brain injury, best practice and ethical considerations when representing vulnerable clients.
The most impactful session of the conference was the accounts of traumatic brain injury survivors. Listening to the stories of individuals who have overcome many obstacles since their injuries was incredibly inspiring. This highlighted the importance of patience and understanding in my job role. When you are dealing with a client without capacity, they often react and respond to situations in an unregulated manner due to their injuries.  it is easy to not see the bigger purpose and take things to heart. Hearing directly from impacted individuals has massively motivated me and reminds me of their complex needs and the importance of my role in their long-term recovery. Another  session covered multi-disciplinary collaboration. This highlighted the importance of medical professionals, case managers, social workers and solicitors working in unison for the best possible support for our clients.
This experience reinforced my understanding of the skills required to succeed in my current role through to qualification. I have always appreciated the level of empathy, patience and legal precision required when working with clients who often cannot advocate for themselves. However, conferences like this provide invaluable context and reminders of the importance of these traits. This conference also emphasized the importance of continuing legal education and keeping updated on new practice now and beyond qualification as this area is ever evolving and caselaw led.
To enhance my skills in my job role and ensure my ongoing progression, I have set the following objectives:
· I aim to attend at least 2 other conferences focused on the Court of Protection of mental capacity Law before the end of the year. The recent conference was very motivational and provided invaluable networking opportunities.
· I would also like to gain more court experience within my new role. Although I have done similar work for the last few years, my new role focuses more on the contentious aspect of the job. I would like to get as much exposure to court as possible to allow a smooth transition into qualification.
Skills Development
During my time at UWTSD, I have developed many skills that are important to my career. I would particularly like to reflect om two key skills: self-management and resilience and initiative. 
Self-management and resilience
Throughout my degree, I have had to balance work deadlines, health issues, work and volunteering. A key example is this semester where I have had to ensure I am up to date with my studies and deadlines, whilst balancing the same throughout a high-pressure work environment alongside frequent hospital treatment. I needed to maintain a disciplined plan to keep up with everything whilst still allowing myself some room for my own wellbeing. My experience this term has massively improved my resilience and ability to work to deadlines despite my personal difficulties. These skills are crucial for my career goal as a Court of Protection Solicitor, who must keep up with strict deadlines and attention to detail whilst maintaining the expected standards. 
Initiative
Demonstrating initiative has also been vital to my career prospects. This semester I knew I could not duplicate myself and attend the hospital as well as in person study, therefore I made sure to keep up to date with all classes during my treatment as to not fall behind.
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