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Part 1  Re-write a passage text in appropriate academic language.

In Iceland and many similar countries, it is found to be important that children experience outdoor play throughout their education and daily life. Researchers found that outdoor play is educational, and throughout the curriculum it is found that outdoor play and learning is beneficial for children as they are given the opportunity to think about the natural world and consider it as a place for positive things like exercising and living a healthy lifestyle (Norodahl and Johannesson, 2013). 

Outdoor play for children aged 1 to 6 has been ongoing and emphasised in Iceland for years. Children aged 6 to 16 are only given the opportunity to play outside at specific break or lunchtimes throughout the school day. We are unaware of what teachers do to promote outdoor learning, but each school and classroom professional is different, and they each look at different aspects of learning in different ways. In Iceland there are signs that teachers are promoting and using outdoor play more than other schools. The capital city of Iceland, Reykjavík shows that 70% of their schools use outdoor play and education regularly (Oladottir, 2008). 

Part 2A  Re-write a passage of text with appropriate citations and references.
This essay will be a focus on Forest Schools. A definition of Forest School has been made by the Forest School Network, it states that “it is an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults’ regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem though hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment” (Murray and O’Brien 2006). People are worried that children in school now don’t have the opportunity to visit the woodlands and green places as their parents did because they are worried that something may happen to them, and children are given the opportunity to complete different learning strategies indoors. Similar research shows that if children don’t complete outdoor learning when they are young, they won’t go go outside when they are older either and they will miss out on physical and emotional benefits of access to nature. (Ward Thompson et al 2004). Outdoor learning is very different to indoor learning within a classroom environment and the Welsh government are encouraging teachers to do forest school and woodland environment learning within their own schools, especially in the foundation phase. 
Reference List:
E. O'Brien and R. Murray (2006) A marvellous opportunity for children to learn: A participatory evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales, Farnham: Forest Research.
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Part 2B  Answer five questions on academic referencing. 

1. If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of Plagiarism. Why is it important that students avoid this?

It is important to avoid plagiarism as a student to ensure all academic writing holds a level of originality, understanding how and when to reference throughout academic writing will avoid plagiarism throughout academic studies. Analysing sources rather than summarising the information throughout will avoid plagiarism to a certain degree and it will show that the student holds a level of understanding throughout referencing. Referencing correctly will make it clear to reader which ideas are your own and which ideas are someone else’s. Avoiding plagiarism will show your understanding of the topic and will show your ability to find useful sources to support your ideas, argument and opinions. 

2. You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? Explain your answer.

False. Referencing is required when using an idea of someone else’s, this may be from a book, journal, website or blog. Referencing makes it clear that it is not your idea and an idea of someone else and it should be made clear, and the author should be cited. Referencing should be used when paraphrasing, summarising or quoted. When quoting a long quotation more than 30 words or 2 lines a new paragraph should be entered with the indent in the paragraph and quotation marks are not required as it is a new paragraph separate from the other writing within the essay and the authors surname, year of publication and page number are required in brackets at the end of the quotation. Short quotations up to 30 words or 2 lines can be included in the body of text and enclosed in double quotation marks and the authors surname, year of publication and page number will be required in brackets at the end of the quotation. 

3. Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons supporting literature, whether you believe this statement is true or false.

Wikipedia may be a good place to start when completing research for assignments however it is not a credible source. It allows multiple users to edit the source and it may be information included which is untrue as they haven’t been checked before being published. Throughout Wikipedia anyone who has access to the site is able to change and alter the information on there as it allows access to multiple users who cannot be determined to be credible or recognised. 

4. Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation.

Long quotations more than 30 words or 2 lines should be presented differently to short quotations. First you should start by entering the quotation as a separate paragraph, the paragraph should then be indented, and quotation marks are not required as it is separate from the other writing, the authors surname, year of publication and page number should be enclosed in brackets at the end of the quotation. 

5. Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study.

Most universities will provide a reading list for different modules, finding all the sources and books is a good place to begin. It provides you with a wide range of information and possible references to begin your assignment. Further from this you will then have a rough idea as to where you should start looking for other references including the internet and books. Books are a reliable source to use throughout academic studies as the author will have completed credible research to create the book to ensure everything used throughout the book is correct. Using the internet and a range of websites is also a good source for referencing throughout your assignment as you are able to follow several other links which may lead to new ideas; however, some internet sources can be copywrite and incredible, some websites don’t include authors or published dates which shows that they are mostly incredible. Newspaper articles are very unreliable as the media have the ability to fake the news and fake aspects of reality to get their stories out there as publicity and popularity. 

 
University of Leeds(n/d) Referencing Explained. https://library.leeds.ac.uk/info/1402/referencing/47/referencing_explained#:~:text=When%20to%20reference%20Whenever%20you%20use%20an%20idea,have%20paraphrased%2C%20summarised%20or%20directly%20quoted%20their%20work.

(n/d) Wikipedia as a credible source for your research paper. https://paperpile.com/g/wikipedia-credible-source/#:~:text=Although%20Wikipedia%20is%20a%20good%20place%20to%20start,presented%20there%20have%20been%20checked%20before%20publishing%20them.


Part 3 Write a critical response to an academic article.

	The author of this article is Emma Smith, and she attended the University of York. This article is about the under achievement of schools today, Emma Smith states how the underachievement of schools has been discussed as a whole and is seen as relatively poor on a grand scale and it’s believed that students in Wales have been “schooled to fail”. This article is taken from a Welsh perspective and overall is a comparison between England and Wales. The article states that Wales is not as underachieved as it may have first been foreseen. 

	Overall, Emma Smith has stated that the education system in Wales is changing drastically as there is limited testing for those aged 7 to 11 with no specialist schools, this is showing a clear divide between England and Wales. England are being provided with more funding per pupil than Wales due to the population. Throughout England the average wage is higher which gives parents the opportunity to pay for their children to attend better and more developed schools which will offer a range of ability learning to children compared to Wales. The article states that even though statistics show that Wales are not underachieving as first seen, it is the case for some students mainly those who come from a poor background as they are seen to preform less in school compared to their peers. 

	Throughout this article the writer has included many graphs and tables to help present the data, throughout this breaks the article up slightly and allows you to have easier access to the information and a different way to analyse the statistics. Many graphs and tables can appear incorrect and can then have an effect throughout the article as the statistics aren’t credible. (Lauren E. Franzblau and Kevin C.Chung. 2012) Throughout the article some of the graphs and tables can be seen as outdated as some of the tables and graphs only go up to 1988 and others go up to 2003 and therefore, they may be considered unreliable and false.

There is lots of evidence throughout the article using graphs and tables to present this data. The evidence is referenced well which shows that the writer holds a level of understanding throughout the article. Referencing is important as it shows a level of understanding and clarity of the source used for the article it also aims to help the reader know and understand the originality of ideas and where the other ideas are brought form and originally belong to. The best way to support arguments is using references and this is presented well throughout the article. Referencing helps to present different information and ideas of other writers or theorists and builds different arguments and opinions to support the article. (The Academic Papers)

The article is written in a formal manner which would indicate that the article is targeted for an older audience as this informs them of the achievements throughout schools and how it may affect their children. It could also be considered an article for teachers and students who may be looking into a teaching career as they are given an insight on the education system and how it can be improved throughout. Writing in a formal manner gives the reader an opportunity to use their knowledge and portray intellectual skills that they can further develop. Students would benefit from reading this article as they are able to see the use of formal language and a well-researched article. (AllAssignmentHelp, 2019)

	The paragraphing throughout the article was poor and informal, the paragraphs were too lengthy, and it was difficult to analyse the information as there was no information that clearly stood out as it was all bulked together as one. Paragraphing is an important aspect throughout articles as the lengths of the paragraphs determined the concentration when reading a 20-page article. Due to the way the paragraphing was presented, reading the article was boring and long, the article should be paragraphed well to keep the reader interested and wanting to read more. It is important to ensure that what you’re saying is written clearly as paragraphing is a group of sentences about the same thing. A new paragraph should be introduced when a new point is made although this may be the case throughout the article it is still very wordy and uninteresting throughout (Charles Dupe, 2018). Paragraph length is an important aspect of any article or assignment as the main ideas throughout the paragraphs need to be made clear to the reader and throughout this article it was difficult to find the main points due to the length of the paragraphs. There may be no “correct” length for a paragraph and they may be dependent on the topic or purpose of the article. Barry.J says “some paragraphs should weigh skimpy two or three sentences, which others should weigh a robust seven or eight sentences. Both weights are equally healthy” but as we can see from the article the paragraphs are pages long which will lose the attention of the reader and they won’t want to continue reading and the purpose of the article will not be met. However, all the content written within the article whether it is paragraphed correctly or not is informative and discusses the main idea. (Richard Nordquist, 2018).

	In conclusion, I don’t believe that this is a very well-structured article. I found it hard to read and continue reading as it was lengthy and difficult to understand at first glance. The evidence is well presented throughout but some aspects of the evidence may be found unreliable due to the dating’s throughout. I believe that there was a range of evidence used to support the main argument and they were informative. To improve this article, I believe that if the paragraphing was reviewed it would be a more appealing article and an easier read for a wider audience. 
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