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	NAME: Anna Randell

	STUDENT ID No: 2029423

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: 

To critically examine the likelihood of female victims reporting a sexual offence – have recent high-profile scandals resulted in the public losing trust in British policing? And if so, how can trust be rebuilt?

INTRODUCTION:

Public trust in UK policing has suffered monumental blows in recent times due to several serious high-profile events involving serving Police officers and female victims. These high-profile cases are centred on sexual assaults and as such has had a detrimental effect on female trust in UK policing. Although the number of sexual assaults being reported to police continue to grow each year, it’s believed that there are still far fewer reported cases in comparison to how many victims there actually are. 

“The volume of sexual offences recorded by the police has been increasing over the last decade although the numbers remain well below the number of victims estimated” (Office for national statistics, 2022). 

This project will review how many sexual offences are being reported to Police and how many of these are successfully progressed through to the CPS and court. From alarming statistics online, there appears to be an extraordinarily low number of reports resulting in a conviction at court. “Only 1 in 100 rapes recorded by police in 2021 resulted in a charge that same year, let alone a conviction” (Rape Crisis, 2022).

These statistics from the rape crisis website for England and Wales are alarming to say the least. This study will investigate why conviction rates for these crimes are so low and what the barriers to obtaining a conviction for these crimes are. 

Additionally, this study will also examine how recent events and changes in perceptions have led to a lack of trust in UK police forces, specifically within females, whilst reviewing the barriers and issues associated with victims of sexual violence coming forward to report these crimes. 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

This project will outline three key objectives;

Firstly, the research of serious high-profile sexual offences involving serving police officers, of which have had catastrophic impact on the public’s trust in UK policing. Specifically concentrating on females and the barriers this has created to prevent individuals reporting crimes to police.

Secondly, to review the number of sexual assault and rape cases reported to police and why the conviction rates for these are staggeringly low and how these statistics impact other victims in reporting similar crimes. 

Furthermore, to evaluate how UK policing can rebuild the trust of female victims and the steps which could be taken to better support victims of sexual violence.  

	LITERATURE REVIEW:

There is a wide range of literature available online which provide detailed research into sexual violence against women and girls. This project will utilise government reports which provide statistics detailing the number of sexual assaults and rapes reported in England and Wales over a particular period; and will compare the data with previous years to understand whether the reports are increasing or are fewer than previous years. 

In addition to this, the Rape Crisis Charity for England and Wales have a plethora of informative articles detailing high-profile cases within the United Kingdom, this providing a basis for the types of questions to be asked within the questionnaires.
 
Although there is an abundance of articles, reports and recommendations for the investigation of sexual violence within the United Kingdom, there seems to be a gap detailing what the real issues behind the low conviction rates of these crimes and the barriers which contribute to the failings of these cases when being sent to the CPS. By utilising the use of questionnaires given to police officers currently working within the Rape Investigation Unit, these officers may be able to provide an insight into the issues they face when investigating these crimes and the barriers they encounter when liaising with the CPS. 

Thus, providing an accurate and honest view of the real issues faced by police forces when investigating sexual violence.  

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

This study will use quantitative research methods to evaluate the reasons why the British public’s trust in policing has diminished in recent years. This research method will highlight any patterns in individual’s answers and provide a better understanding of the concerns and issues faced by the public.

In addition to this, the study will also consider information provided by police officers within Welsh forces, working specifically with victims of sexual violence. This research will be exceptionally beneficial as these officers will provide a realistic perspective of the barriers they face when investigating these crimes and the reasons why they believe conviction rates are so low in the UK. 

These officers will also be able to highlight the support that is currently provided to these victims and what further support could be provided. 

	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

To gain a greater understanding of the thoughts and feelings of the public towards British policing, one of the questionnaires will be targeted specifically towards the public. This questionnaire will seek the perspective of members of public to understand how the high-profile events within the UK have impacted them and their opinion on British policing. The individuals participating in this questionnaire will not be from a policing background and as such will provide a fair and accurate opinion.  

A second questionnaire, specifically designed towards serving police officers working within the Rape Investigation Team and Criminal Investigation Department. The objective being to obtain their thoughts and experiences from dealing with victims of sexual offences directly, and the barriers preventing these victims’ reporting crimes. In addition to this, I will also be asking these officers for their opinion on why conviction rates for these crimes are so low, and the actions needed to support these victims of crime. The officers working within this department are experts in their field and will be able to provide an honest view of the realities of the issues they face when investigating sexual violence. 

	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I do not envisage any ethical issues arising from this project. The questionnaires will be targeted at both the public and serving police officers, with results remaining anonymous. 

There will be no interviews with victims of sexual violence. However, it’s important to highlight that those answering the questionnaires may have historical experience or family experience of sexual violence. As such, several support agencies will be listed at the bottom of each questionnaire. 

	TIME SCALE:

I will be working towards the time scale listed below. By having a clear time scale, it will assist in ensuring that I am working efficiently and remaining organised.

31/07/23 – Literature Review 
09/11/23 – Research Methodology & Planning
30/10/23 – Analysis of Results
04/12/23 – Findings & Conclusions
02/01/23 – Final Submission
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