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Architecture in your home town
In Swansea there is an array of architecture from historic buildings to prestigious new builds. However, unfortunately many historic buildings have become unmaintained and derelict. A change is visible in Swansea through new developments and preservation of history through listings and restorations. 
Background on the Carlton Cinema and the Meridian Tower
[image: ]The Carlton Cinema in Swansea City Centre by local architect C.T. Ruthen was completed in 1914, closed in 1977 and is now listed grade II (Swansea Council, nd a). Situated along the high street, the surrounding buildings including shops and cafés lack character in comparison. Currently operating as a Waterstones and café, its scale and grandness compliments a bookstore in terms of layout and that it adds history and beauty contributing to its charm. The domed towers show Baroque inspired elements of sculpture and decoration. The decorated design is somewhat inconsistent with the Modern, more minimalist style of this period, perhaps if designed a few years later it would be less decorated. Away from the city centre towards Swansea Marina stands the Meridian Tower. The Tower by Latitude Architects, unlike the cinema, was part of a development of Meridian Quay consisting of six other buildings as an architectural response to 21st Century housing and hospitality needs; it met completion in 2010 (Latitude Architects, nd a). The comparatively plain design, with the top differing from the main section, was not uncommon for tall buildings of this period. It consists of twenty nine storeys containing apartments (Latitude Architects, nd a) and similarly to the bookstore a place to eat; the Grape and Olive restaurant has views spanning the Marina and beach. 
Figure. 1 Waterstones, Swansea (once Carlton Cinema). (Credit: Author’s own photo, 2020)
[image: ]
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Description automatically generated]Figure. 2 Elevation sketch of front facing external façade of Waterstones (not to scale). (Credit: Author’s own drawing, 2021)
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Description automatically generated]Figure. 3 Site plan showing the old cinema in relation to its surroundings. (Credit: Swansea Council, nd b)
Figure. 4 The Meridian Tower and surrounding buildings at Swansea Marina. (Credit: Author’s own photo, 2020)
[image: ]Figure. 5 Site plan of Meridian Quay including internal plans of the Tower and surrounding buildings by Latitude Architects. (Credit: Latitude Architects, nd b)
Materials and design 
[image: ]The cinema’s external façade gives the impression of a solid, robust structure, however delicate detailing implies a lightness. Ruthen had to consider soundproofing for cinematic purposes, hence the reinforced concrete and brick (Swansea Council, nd a); materials recognised by the Modern architectural influences of this period. Currently however, green covers the building, wire protects windows and spikes prevent birds sitting on the building and releasing chemicals – this inhibits the buildings beauty. The height and proximity of the Tower to the beach results in it being subject to harsh conditions, therefore the weather challenges the cinema faced are amplified for the Tower. The materials must be weatherproof and maintained to ensure preservation of the off-white façade. Arguably the cinema would be in a worse condition if in the same location as the Tower as it visibly weathered despite its positioning and shelter between buildings. Internally as a result of this positioning, towards the back artificial lighting becomes the main light source, however, natural light floods the front through various rounded arch and rectangular windows including a skylight above the stairs. The Tower also utilises glass and light; the top floor is comprised mainly of glass allowing for views over Swansea and light infiltration. The remaining floors differ consisting of a repetitive, simple design also taking advantage of light and views with balconies and large windows. 
Figure. 6 External detailing and wear on the current Waterstones building. (Photo credit: Author’s own photo, 2020)
[image: ]Plans and sections

[image: ]Figure. 7 Section of the once cinema from the basement to the towers (not to scale). (Credit: Author’s own drawing, 2021)

[image: ]Figure. 8 Basic plan of the ground floor of the now Waterstones building (not to scale). (Reference image to create drawing: Swansea Council, nd b) (Credit: Author’s own drawing, 2021)
Figure. 9 Half section, half elevation drawing of the Tower (not to scale). (Credit: Author’s own drawing, 2021)
[image: ]Figure. 10 Plan of the Tower showing the central section with the elevators and stairs that can be assumed to be consistent throughout the building (not to scale). (Reference image to create drawing: Latitude Architects, nd b) (Credit: Author’s own drawing, 2021) 
[image: ]Waterstones consists of four storeys plus a basement, with the first floor housing the café. The ground floorplan is long and narrows towards the back, other floors are shorter in length. The ground floor includes the checkout, staircase, elevator, shelves covering walls and tables throughout. Window placements suggest that the ground floor possibly has higher ceilings than the others. Throughout the floorplan and surrounding the staircase columns are scattered for support and decoration. External foliage details are integrated along the staircase, however, the remaining ground floor is inconsistently plain, perhaps a result of the renovation; internally it is therefore challenging to sense the buildings history. The Tower’s floorplan differs greatly with a reduced size and curved shape; it makes up for the smaller floor area through the twenty nine floors. The entrances are at the pointed ends of the structure. Multiple elevators along with a staircase are situated in the centre of each floor. The external design is mostly consistent for the residential section in terms of the balcony and window placements suggesting equal floor heights, however balconies extend in height towards the top with some being closed off. Internally depending on the number of people each floor houses and therefore the flat size, plans would differ.

Figure. 11 Drawings of columns with differing capitals and bases seen on the exterior of the old cinema and now Waterstones (not to scale). (Credit: Author’s own drawing, 2021)
[image: ][image: ]Figure. 12 Drawing of an interior column that surrounds the staircase in Waterstones (not to scale). (Credit: Author’s own drawing, 2021)

Figure. 13 Sketch of the staircase in Waterstones (not to scale). (Credit: Author’s own drawing, 2021)
The buildings’ operation
The bookstore operates sufficiently well seeing as it was designed to be a cinema, the scale and length of the building proved ideal for a coherent, organised bookstore as well as space for stock and a café. The curved staircase might not function adequately for those partially sighted or for the disabled, therefore the elevator must be used. The cinema building being over one hundred years old comes with its shortcomings, in 2019 the bookstore suffered rain infiltration causing damage to stock; its basic performance criteria as a building can therefore be questioned (Dalling, 2019a). For the Tower, it can be assumed that there is a consistent busy flow of people through the building, far more than the bookstore, hence multiple lifts are required as well as stairs that unlike the cinema, are not curved due to the period in which they were built and being designed as a fire escape route rather than for aesthetics. While the Tower operates in terms of housing and being a restaurant, it has been released that Swansea Council stated the Tower had faults when it came to fire safety that required amending (Dalling, 2019b). This therefore compromised the operation of the Tower in the case of a fire. 


Conclusion
To conclude, it was interesting researching two pieces of Swansea architecture that were built almost a century apart. The clear stylistic differences became clear when drawing them, with more detailing in the 1914 build compared to a more simple design for the 21st century residential building. The Tower is more of a response to housing needs in Swansea compared to the cinema which was intended for leisure. Both show a split in Swansea architecture from the past and present, yet are similar in that they were in their time, prestigious buildings for Swansea. It is noteworthy that both now incorporate a place to eat despite this not being their main purpose. Interestingly, they both have basic faults – the fact that the Tower had fire safety concerns as a 21st century build is hugely concerning whereas the cinemas fault in terms of weatherproofing was perhaps due to age. If I were to undertake this assignment again I would look into significantly older buildings and perhaps buildings that have become derelict and the response to this. Overall, this assessment allowed me to gain insight into local architecture through research and drawings. It is positive that the history of Swansea is being honoured through listings and renovations and that architectural consideration has been made surrounding future needs. 
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