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7012&7016 Literature Review:
(1) [bookmark: OLE_LINK39][bookmark: OLE_LINK40][bookmark: OLE_LINK72][bookmark: OLE_LINK73]Language for Specific Purposes (LSP)
a. The systematic study of LSP started in the 1970s, and ESP has been studied since the 1980s. LSP and ESP have a longer history, while CSP is a new area officially mentioned in 2011.
b. For classification, ESP includes academic English and vocational English, while CSP focuses more on practical industries.
c. The definition of LSP and ESP both highlights the learners’ demands. 
(2) Chinese for Specific Purposes (CSP) and CSP learners
a. CSP is a field of Chinese as a Foreign Language (CFL) which combines the Chinese language with specific academic subjects or practical industries and aims to address the particular learning requirements of adult learners.
(3) Digital Educational Resources (DERs) in CSP (7016)
a. [bookmark: OLE_LINK45][bookmark: OLE_LINK46]The quantity and diversity of DERs in Chinese as a foreign language education improved a lot.
b. In contrast with the prosperity of studies and practice of DERs in general Chinese, the research about DERs in CSP, and relevant studies are almost blank. Most of the current studies are still focused on traditional resources of CSP much less new forms of DERs. Only a few researchers mentioned there is a lack of coursebooks, customized courses and professional teachers of CSP (Bai and Han, 2020). In other words, there are vast potential gaps in this topic.
(4) [bookmark: OLE_LINK41][bookmark: OLE_LINK42]Theoretical framework
a. This study expects to integrate the CLIL theory into CSP and explore what appropriate linguistic features of DERs for CSP learners.
b. [bookmark: OLE_LINK98][bookmark: OLE_LINK99][bookmark: OLE_LINK43][bookmark: OLE_LINK44]This study hopes to apply TAM to understand CSP learners’ actual use of technological features of DERs whether affected by their perceived usefulness and perceived ease of use.
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[bookmark: OLE_LINK36][bookmark: OLE_LINK37]Figure 1: Research questions and literature review


[bookmark: OLE_LINK51][bookmark: OLE_LINK52]7013 small-scaled pilot study
Research Question:
How do Chinese for Specific Purposes (CSP) learners perceive the usefulness and limitations of current digital educational resources in CSP?

Research Aim:
a.	Understand the specific status of how CSP learners perceive digital educational resources in CSP.
b.	Identify the issues of CSP digital educational resources and provide initial evidence of research significance. 
c.	Revise and narrow the research questions. (E.g. consider the logic between two research questions)
d.	Improve the research design. (E.g. revise questionnaire questions)
e.	Identify the participants and locations of the research activity for the thesis. 
f.	Additional studies are needed in the future.

Purpose of the small-scaled study:
a.	To find out what typical digital educational resources are being used for CSP learners in one institute.
b.	To explore the usefulness of current digital educational resources for CSP learners in one institute.
c.	To understand the limitations of current digital educational resources for CSP learners in one institute.
d.	To have a basic knowledge of the factors that affect CSP learners’ actual use of digital educational resources. (E.g. individual background such as different subjects, language proficiency; the content of digital educational resources; perceived to use and perceived ease to use, etc.)

Literature Review:
(1) Language for Specific Purposes (LSP)
(2) Chinese for Specific Purposes (CSP) and CSP learners
(3) Digital Educational Resources (DERs) in CSP
a. State of DERs in CSP in this institute and their area.
(4) Theoretical framework

Participants:
Convenience sampling to identify the participants.
CSP learners and practitioners in 1-2 institutes in the UK or China that conduct CSP programs.

Sample size and research tools:
30-60 learners for questionnaires.
4-6 learners, and 1-2 practitioners for semi-structured interviews.
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Conclusions -

How do Chinese for Specific
Purposes (CSP) learners
perceive the usefulness and
limitations of current digital
educational resources in CSP?

What is CSP learners’
willingness to use digital
educational resources and their
influencing factors?
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